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INTRODUCTION 


| feel like Гме written this a dozen times or more over the last several years. | 
feel like I've spent a lot of the last decade trying to get people to pay attention 
to Carla Speed McNeil and Finder. Which has meant, at least in part, years of 
trying to drag Speed out into the light and make her wave her arms a bit so 
people could see her. Which she's not very good at. So | feel kind of vindicated 
that here Finder is again, in a nice new edition paid for by other people. 

The thing is that, given the above, you may not be completely sure what 
you're holding right now. So here | ат again, waving my arms on behalf of 
Finder. | may never get tired of it. 

Speed has described Finder—when pinned to the wall for a way to 
describe it at all—as “aboriginal SF." When she thinks I'm not looking, she 
will also call it "fantasy." And, honestly, speculative fiction has gotten so fuzzy 
around the edges in the last forty years that it's sometimes gotten absurdly 
hard to differentiate some of it from fantasy or any other goddamn thing. 

Science fiction is one of those things that's, on closer examination of the 
genre, actually kind of slippery to define. You can look for the novum, the new 
thing—Finder certainly has those. But | can name you a bunch of other books 
that are inarguably considered science fiction that don't have them. Fantasy 
tends not to have the novum, that thing that is speculative—except, of course, 
when it does. 

I've found few working definitions that seem to really encompass the form. 
But let me try this one on you, from the SF writer Frederik Pohl: "Science fic- 
tion is a way of thinking about things." 

Finder is a way of thinking about things. 

Finder takes an aborigine, a native from a place where there is still contact 
with sand and soil and the wind and the world, and places him in a series of 
future urban societies. Not as an avatar of the arch, doomed John the Savage 
from Huxley's Brave New World, nor as some noble primitive, nor even as 
some naive plainsman lost in the big cities. The complex, charming, slightly 
callous Jaeger comes from a society just as ordered and ruthless as the ones 
he now walks through. And because of that there is a sense that the earthy 
Jaeger, in his travels, is in fact experiencing versions of what his tribal society 
may grow into. That Finder is speculation on the themes of tribe and family. A 
way of thinking about where we, barely out of the woods ourselves, are going. 

Jaeger, the Finder—a hunter/tracker—can move from, if you like, the court 
to the country, as he wishes and as circumstances dictate. The people he in- 
teracts with in the cities, by and large, cannot. Escape from the modern world, 
and its impossibility, is a constant theme. Jaeger can go where he likes, but he 
cannot escape himself—his role as a tribal sin-eater, and the other destructive 


compulsions | won't mention here. He finds people, and he will be a scapegoat 
for them. But he's almost entirely lost himself, and the people he meets don't 
want to be found. 

But the tone, for all that, isn't a note of black depression. There is joy in 
this work, and people who find ways to live. And there is shagging. There is an 
awful lot of shagging. 

The real joys of the work, | leave you to discover for yourself. Carla's deft, 
warm, clever dialogue, and the gorgeous and intelligent art. Her capability as a 
cartoonist sneaks up on you: so organic and easy does her line appear that it 
can take a while to realize what she's really doing with body language, the way 
people wear clothes, operate their environment, the sheer complexity of facial 
expressions that she seems to capture so effortlessly. There's hard thought 
behind every single panel, a devotion to the full spectrum of storytelling that is 
rare and lovely. 

These books are among my treasured favorites of the last ten years. | hope 
you love this one as much as I do. 


一 Warren Ellis 
A hotel room in Berlin 
February 2011 
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“MAY | TAKE А AAESSAGE...?" 


«QUI 


THATS МЕ. ГМ AMO. Hl- 
> 


ТО BEEN PUTTING IT OFF. 175 REQURED BY MY 
JOR THAT T мат THE SITE EVERY COUPLE oF 
NIGHTS... (TS ል fsYcH-HYGIENE THING. 


I REALLY ONT 
" WANT TO GO INTO THE 
ጋሙ DREAM SEQUENCE 


EA THAT NIGHT: 
== 


2 М тте посе 人 = 
„| WHAT Үс DOES is, r Porm УП 
TAKES THE EVENTS 
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а А 2 e 
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AND TURNS THEM ALL и кер 

UPSIDE DOUNWANS. = Ж. ка. =e. 
“GETS AL Роепс | £ kky 
TRYING To TRANSLATE 

21 ORDINARY DUH UFE 


YELA 


ZZ = МЕЧА. 
Wf, A WTO SOMETHING (LAST TIME IT WAS 
54. UKE ል DREAM. 2 ALLTHESE WEIRD BIRDS. 
7: 22] DUSTY, DRY PEATUERS-- 2 
“Ж “2 MADE Me SNEEZE-) 
= DUDE! 
THEN IT GNES You A BIG 0 > Фи 1 бот Аиа 
р 
WHAT /7 THINKS Пе DREAM \ ТЫ кре 
MEANS, so YOU CAN BETTER Z 


UNDERSTAND HOLA «г ALL <> ረረ 
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ANNWAN-- (T'S 
STUPID AS HELL, 
BUT IT SIMULATES 
NORMAL REM 
SLEEP, SOIT 
SATISFIES THE 


BUT THE LAST Few / 

DANS HAD BEEN .. 

STUFE т DIDN'T FEEL 

ИКЕ BEING FORCED 

TO REEXPERIENCE 

OVER AND OVER 

AGAIN, NOT EVEN I JUST DIDNT 

IF tT WAS IN CODE. WANT TO GO 

THROUGH 

THE DREAM 
SEQUENCE. 


датам 
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ELSEWHERE 15 A WHOLE WORLD- ITS NOT LIKE OTHER SITES ON THE WES, 
WHERE You NEVER "GET" EVERYTHING. 


rs NOT LIKE STORY WORLDS, --Х0) CANT PICK THINGS UP, OR iF You 
WHERE. You'Re NEVER REALLY Yb CAN THEY HAVE NO WEIGHT OR 
AU THE WAN ТНЕКЕ-- TEXTURE -- 


-NOJRE. JUST WATCHING 
WHAT THE DIRECTOR WANS You 
TO ЗЕЕ-- ACTORS PLAYING OUT 

SCENES IN DIFFERENT 
PLACES. 


WHEN т Do THOSE, I 
ALNAS FEEL UKE IL GOT 
МЧ HEAD IN ል VISE. 

T WANNA LOOK AROUND 


Y'KNOW, You CAN SEE THE 
ROSES Gur NOT SMELL THEM, 
OR Yo CANT SOP 
SMELUNG THEM AFTER 
You LEAVE THE SITE. 


NO. WHAT MAKES ELSEWHERE UNIQUE 15 THAT vr ALL AND ELSEWHERE DOESN'T SIT ON 
COMES THROUGH. ALL THE SENSES, WITH Мо WELRD SOME MAINFRAME, TENDED ONLY 
DROPOUTS OR ARTIFACTS. YOU CAN FEEL THE STONE BY OTHER COMPUTERS, BUILT BY 
UNDER YOR FEET, THE WIND FLOWING OVER NOU; COMMITTEE AND OVERDESIGNED. 
BIRDS’ WINGS HUM, THE DRY GRASS RUSTUES... Дард 


MAGRIS NOT A CELEBRITY 
IN THE USUAL WAY... HE DOESN'T 
LOOK. UKE MUCH OF ANYTHING AND 
APPARENTLY HAS NO LIFE BESIDES 
MAINTAINING AND EMBELLISHING 
HIS WORLD IN HIS HEAD So 
PEOPLE CAN VISIT IT 


SLOGGING ALONG IM 
1 ROSH- HOUR TRAFFIC, 
МЧ BULLDING'S MAYBE 
TWENTY FEET AWAN, 
AND I'M STUCK. 


BUT T WASN'T HALE 
AS ANNOYED As T 
WOULD Be NORMALLY. 


т SAW) HIM 
ONCE, IN PERSON. 
OUTSIDE, 1 


MEAN- 


THERE WAS A STRANGE 

U6HT FLICKERING DOWN 

THROUGH THE DOME 

PAST ብዬ FISCHER A 1 

ITWAS-- GREEN. ALMOST 
LT LOOKED ALIVE. 


Мо сойр HEAR SOMETHING. 
UKE A DRUMBEAT EVERY Now 
AND THEN. ENERNBODY WAS AT 
LEAST A LITTLE AWARE OF (т; 
BECAUSE I HEARD SOMEONE 
BEHIND ME WHISPER, “THAT 
MUST BE SOME STORM," Г 
HEARD мін; т COULD HEAR HIM 


ЗИ 


ME CROWD 
wes QUIET. | 
ITM 
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м GREEN UGHT NAS 
BEAUTIFUL AND I WANTED | 
TO LOOK AT ITA WHILE. 


፪ 
. 
| 


є 


А STORM VIOLENT 
ENOUGH TO HAVE AN 
EFFECT ON THE LIGHT 


TNN 


== 


T NEVER WOULO HAVE 
NOTICED HIM BUT FOR 
THe Ръст THAT HE 
WASN'T MOVING EITHER. 


> 


HE WAS LOOKING AT THE 
UGHT TOO. HE WAS JUST 
ANOTHER SKINNY WHITE 
GON FROM SYLNAN CLAN, 
ел ONLY MAGRI WOULD... 
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WITH IT CAME 

EAPED THUNDERHEADS, 
A COOL SWEET WIND 
THAT SMELLED OF 


IN THE DISTANCE, 
UNGERING HEAT IN 
WARM STONE, 
CICADAS DRONING 
[1 THE TREES. 


Most OF THESE 
THINGS TVE NNER 
SEEN IN REAL LIFE. | 
ai ONLY ON SCREENS. Ñ 7/ 
^i УРУУЛ 4 
OR ELSEWHERE. y ЧИЖ : ሥሪ 


ID ре 
WITHOUT (т; 


WHAT I DO FOR A LIVING DOESN'T REALY REQUIRE | | BOT THE SMART EMPLOYER KNOWS THERE'S NO 
SUCH SOPHISTICATED VIRTUAL-REALITY INTERFACES, | | HOOK LIKE (Т. THEY СМЕ. US STATE-OF-THE-ART 
HELL, NOBODY NEEDS ል JACK THIS FANCY. CONNECTIONS, MAINTAIN AND UPGRADE THEM 
SCRUPULOUSLY, AND NE ARE THEIRS, МАМ. 


GOD HELP US ALL 


WHEN A COMPANY 
Sy] GET WHAT Looks 
UKE A Goop IDEA. 
ЇЙ ИЩ ШЇ [[ 
በሙ 7 በ | С 
А 73 4 
ER [ 
2А ; ШИ! | | "m ЇЙ ПІ 
= | 
qu | BENEFITS 2 Ho-ao- ге j AI Щ 
RETIREMENT 2 FUCK (т. Ше 7 | | 
CHILDCARE 2 т CAN MANAGE. 1! Ли 
STOCK OPTION Z TIL PASS. ብ < 1 
BUT GIMME THAT 21! 
WEI-DELTY/ | ` | 
| > || == J 
[| Ке | ( 
ЇЙ - ( 
(| | 
| | | | | 
| | Tue. COMPANY | 
| | MAKIMIZES 115 
| M | FLOOR PLAN. 
|| | | 
| | | ! | 
| | 
| | ቨ | 1ፐ LOOKS BAD, 
p | I KNOW-- 
Е BUT THIS ISN'T 
| | ! І | | | WHAT МЕ SEE [ | 
| | | | í | | т TY 
2 ! | 


Momo 
ITS ALL МЕТО «em 

Nim» DAL work IN A 
/ DON'T KNou) WHY WE N ДАМ: АЙ Faxe OFFICE, 
COME IN TO HE ШБ З ያሚ | ፉሪ] PACKED N UKE A 
OFFICE AT AU. NT А ER 


D 


1 STAGGER HOME, ኤ መሙ M 


CRUSHED BETWEEN ET cO 
SHARP HOLDERS | 7 ጫና ҮШ Al 
AND ALABEN BELLIES. | FE | 
I UNE IN THIS TINY Л iii 
A i^ CLOSET OF ል PLACE, 1 
S : _—| AND ГО НАМЕТ MARRY MANN 
АО ике FIVE omer PEOPLE | | | | 
¡A ій “መጋ то aue for Av | PUR | 
xm M | то BOY ANYTHING 6000, : ШЕ” 
АЧУ! So GOD KNOWS WHEN 


oR E THATÍL HAPPEN. = 


I HANE FRIENDS, SRE WE TALK ABOUT 
SITES ON THE WES IN THE FEW HOURS WE 
HAVE BETWEEN WORK AND SLEEP. 


THEN 60 ТӘ Bep-- 
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~ Y 
ገስ አመ 7 AS 
; C 


PLUGGED INTO THE 
FANCIEST SYSTE. M 
ON THE MARKET. г 
© EVERVIMERE 


Sa 


AND 
ETE 
Е lo 
ለ OVE | NO МАР ር < 
«ГЕ М. 


У ХА 


HAVING To VISIT SOME DAFFY AND ELSEWHERE IS SUCH. 
ММА STE FOLL or CHEAP DREAM < | AN INCREDIBLE VISION. 
Ж ГҮ MAGERY 15 А SMALL расе. 网 REAUTY CANT ВЕ THIS 6000. 


PEOPLE TAKE THEIR 
МАСАТО! IERE. 
Mim ла === 


RUMOR HAS IT THAT 
WHEN THEY RETIRED, E 
| MAGRIS PARENTS МОР [ES 


THE ONE THING THAT MAGRI 

HAS STATED DEFINITELY 15 

THAT HE DOESN'T CONSIDER 
HIMSELF А PERSON- 


S 
BLAME НМ. 


THE MOST AMAZING N 
PIECE OF REAL ESTATE 
IN THE WORLD, AND HE || 
MADE т FROM HIS 
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т GOTTA ADMIT, THOUGH -- 
THE DREAM SEQUENCE (5 
PRETTY SILLY BUT IT REALLY 
DOES HELP. TWO HOURS ОР 
BEING CHASED BY FLYING 
SKULLS IN BRIDAL VEILS OR 
CLOWNS WITH ERECTIONS 
AND І MIGHT FIND MYSELF 
DREAMING SOMETHING THAT 
PCTUALLY REFLECTS REALTY. 


UKE LAST TIME. 


I DREAMED T WAS IN THIS 
BG, HOT, DARK CIRCUS-TENT 
THING. «г STANK OF HOT 
CANVAS. OUTSIDE WERE 
HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE BUT 
AU. I. COLD SEE OF THEM 
WAS THEIR FEET AND THE 
CANVAS WHEN THEY 
BRUSHED AGAINST tT; 


INSIDE, WE WERE ALL 
THESE BIG ROUSTABOUT 
KINDA 6095. NE HAD 
LONG POLES WITH SHARP 
FORKS ON THE END, AND 
WE WERE TRYING TO 
CATCH THESE BRIGHTLY 
COLORED BIRDS. 

OR MAYBE THEY WERE 
8565, LIKE ENORMOUS 
UGHTNING BUGS. 


I DONT KNOW IF THE 
BIRD-BUGS WOULD DIE 
IF T SPEARED EM, BUT 
IT DIDN'T SEEM TO 
MATTER, AND IN DREAMS 
Yo) DON'T CHOOSE, TWAS 
THINKING Hou) WELRD IT 
15 THAT You CAN KNOW 
YOURE BEING MANIP- 
ULATED AND tu SNU 
WORK ON You, WHEN 
THE DREAM ENDED. 


(z DON'T GET A FORTUNE ~ 
COOKLE ANALYSIS OF THAT ONE.) 


AMRRoR Ч 
CAN SHOW Yoo Your 


Ц estore... gor nor JO IN ELSEWHERE, 
№ но You лке. You CAN NEVER SEE 
YOR OAN FACE. 


REFLECTIONS ARE 
ALWAYS DISTORTED - 
Чо) COULD ВЕ 
ANN BODY. 

CAND You OFTEN ЖЕ.) 


FOR EXAMPLE -- THE 
PEOPLE You MEET-- 
Мо KNOWS WHO 


WHEN YoU RON INTO OTHER 
PEOPLE, THERE'S No FOMBUNG; 
Моб SAY WHAT POPS INTO YOOR | 
HEAD, You ро WHAT YOU'RE 
COMPELLED To Po. You 

DON'T THINK ABOUT VT. 


LIKE IN DREAMS. 
YOU'RE PLAYING ል 
Role, APART IN A 
STORY ALREADY 
WRITTEN, BOT WITH, 
No SENSE ОҒ 
READING FROM A 
SCRIPT. 


You WALK ON, 
| SAY Your UNES, 


BUT YoU ሂክርል- ONE OF LAST YEARS ELSEWHERE -BASED 
THEN You'Re 


NOELS HAD МЕ IN iT! HELL, Т WAS THE CENTRAL METAPHOR! 


T HAD NO IDEA, AT THE TIME, WHY I LIKED STANDING 
ON THAT ROCK LOOKING AT THE STARS So МАСЫ. 


WAS І SUPPOSED TO Do 
Mar? OR WAS cc MY 
IDEA, AND THE AUTHOR 
JUST WROTE IT IN? 


YOU NEVER KNOW WHAT 
OHER PEofLE MAY SEE, 
WHAT THEY TAKE AWAY 
WITH THEM, BUT (TS OKAY, 
WEY DONT KNOW THE STORY 
IM UNING EITHER. 


г? 2፡ 277 


I HADN'T GONE 
THROUGH THE 


THATS WHAT IT (S... 
А BAD DREAM 
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TALK ABOUT 
REBIRTH 
CHANGE 

TRANSITION 
ALL THAT 

KINDA HAPPY 


> 


JUST KINDA 
HEADACHY. 


TASTES UKE 
T BEEN CHEWING 
ON HOT PENNIES. 
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CHAPTER TWO 


МЧ HEAD Is FOUL oF oD 277 
FIGHTS, INCOMPLETE АМО 
ENDLESSLY REPEATED. 


WHEN T MAKE 
ANEW PLACE， 
T AUNANS BEGIN 
WUT BOTH LIGHT 
AND DARKNESS. 


175 ALL Вот 
IMPOSSIBLE To 
ADD MORE OF 


SOON TNE GOT A PLEASANT LITTLE BOUL 
OF TAUGHT; ል TREE-LINED CRATER 
VALLEY, WITH A BONFIRE 


THIS IRRITATING POP SONG I'VE HEARD 
TWENTY TIMES TODAY SLOWS INTO 
SOMETHING MORE SINJOUS ... THE WHINY 
NOCAUST FADES INTO А WHISPERY PIPE 
THAT RAISES THE HAIRS ON МЧ WRISTS. 


[5 FLAT ELECTRONIC 
RHNTHM SLIDES INTO 
SOMETHING NOT QUITE 
А DRUM, NOT QUU TE А 
BELL. А STEADY CLICK- 
CLICK- CLICK LIKE A 
CROWS CLAWS ON А 


STEEL FENCE UNDER- 
UES ат. 


NOW vs THE KIND OF 
THING THAT MAKES ME 
WANT TO DANCE, BUT 
I CANT DANCE, So 
T MAKE SOME 
THINGS THAT CAN. 


Now ENERY- 
THING THAT 
ANNOYED ME 
ABOUT THAT 
SONG 15 GONE 
WHEN ፲ HEAR 
ЇГ AGAIN, tT 
WON'T BOTHER 
МЕ AT АЦ. 


І МАЧ STAND HERE 
DOLLY INERT, UNABLE 
To МОЧЕ TO THE MUSIC, 
Bor МУ CREATURES 
DON'T. SMOOTH, ОТНЕ, 
FRENIETICALLY QUICK, 
THEY SHAKE THEIR 
HANDLESS WRISTS АГ 
THE COLD HEAW SKY. 


NISITORS ARE 
FOLLOWING ME 
HERE ALREADY. 
FACES IN THE 
GLOOM AND 
‘SPASTIC. HANDCLARS 
SHou) THEM TRYING: 
OUT THE BEAT. 


THEY WON'T DISTURB: 
THE DANCERS. THE 
DANCERS HANE 
ЕЧЕ5 OR EARS, 
THEY ИМЕ IN 

THE music. / 


“DOES НЕ HAVE TO ZONE OUT 
AT EVERY BOARD MEETING?” 4 


“BITE YOUR TONGUE, 
PHELPS, WE LIKE TO 
SEE OUR МАСЕ! LOST IN 
HIS LITTLE WORLD.” 


“Р, 
AM | 


UNEN rue 
Me- 


! 
> | VE m T 
7 1 5 (В SHORT; THE MOST 
р — NACATONERS ARE NA JJ NAWABLE PIECE OF 
SING THE Í КЕДЕМЈЕ- м 
) | REA 
1 


CHoosu 
OF A VIRTUAL TRIP То THE 
FORESTS А OF 


EL 
AND MORE ОРТЕМ, AND 
THATS UNHEARD OF. 


И 


WHY CANT We Я T SOM 
Y, > 
HAVE TUE мыч 22 = “መሪያ STATE-OF-THE- ART 
OF DOWNLOADING THE Fl == @ == MAINERAME. Do THE 
ENUIRONMENTE УУ == | DI TAKE SOME OF THE 7 
=> 2 т Жы MAINTENANCE LOAD 
E. ' 52 — (е OF ММ... 4 
j — ү) TM N 
== / | SAVING WE 
ot SHOULDNT KEEP 


a "ELS EWhEre™, HMHM, S E 
Y = = መሣ: My SSS == 
PHELPS? — — = 
YOU DONT UNDERSTAND телне ee BE = 
22549) 1!!! MAGRI. HE'S SOMETHING PROPERLY Exp ovre BY ITS 
ጋ МЕМ- No FORCE ON EARTH STRUCTURAL COMPANY. 
CAN COPY ELSEWHERE ' 
ሪም” -- NOT THE LEAST 
ОҒ ITS IMAGES 
= Л, ) WHILE (T'S IN OUR MR. 
i WHITE'S HEAD, № 
ሠ PR AGAINST HIS WILL. 
"mij. 
ШАЛ! LET IT 
hi || / LOCKED ህየ IN THAT 
=== NI RATTLY SKULL 
\ OF HIS. 
| SURE, SOMEDAY MAGRI 
E WU TAKE ус ALL WITH НІМ. 
МУ “ем HE Goes, WELL ВЕ LEFT 
ጋ 1 У © бос ONER THE RESIDUALS- 
ረረ \ 2 BETTER THAT THAN ТО SEE (T b 
2222 STOLEN, COMED EVERY WHERE. HES SOMETHING ELSE- 
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I FELTATWINGE IN МЧ RIGHT TEMPLE ፪፻ 
UKE AN ICE-CREAM HEADACHE BUT ON THE 
SIDE NOT THE FRONT--T GUESS THATS WHEN 


"s _ | NS E ET. 


~ 
= | ሎክ хэс ХЭ => 
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Гуометни 
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qu^ 


MAE 


ІМ STILL UP ON THE SAME BLUFF. І САМ SEE-- STRAIGHT AHEAD, 
ME RENNENS RL АКЧо/Ч-- CAN HEAR AND T CAN FEEL THE WIND ON My SKIN. I 

I СОТ INTO ELSEWHERE AGAIN AFTER CAN SORT ዕዮ... TURN ON MY AXIS, LIKE A LIGHTHOUSE LAMP. 
TUKT-- MONSTER THING KICKED МЕ. OUT- 


xz 


КУ THE VALLEY 15 AS ВЕАЈПРО AS ENER. THE 
CANOPY ዕዮ TREES SWANS IN THE WIND LIKE 
OCEAN WANES, BUT THE CLOUDS NEVER 


WHY CAN'T T-- WAY 
CAN'T г Move?) 


ТМ GLAD ТМ BACK IN. INE NEVER GONE IN FoR ALL THE 
QUESTS, PUZZLES, ROLE-PLAYING STUFF SET IN ELSEWHERE... 


TM JUST GLAD ТО BE HERE. THE AIRS So COLD AND CLEAR... 
I COULDN'T STAND tr IF Г DIDNT HAVE ELSEWHERE то GO. 


AROUND ON THE NET ON 
ТА BREAK. AMES WILL SHIT: 
ON - — 


А О) 


M WELL, Teu 
Ч MEDICA -- шу ~ | “Ев. то GNE You 
OF US (N ዝሪ НМУ | |”! MEDICAL oncer || cei W À ^BICoNE/ 4 
VOICE OF HIS ለፌ WANTS То SEE МЕ | К 
BECAUSE се YOU TU--| | ABOUT AN ANEURYSM. 


LOOK THROUGH THE 
PIN SPOT ... SEE 


STARTING FROM THE LEFT, 
IDENTIFY THE IMAGES 
UNTIL T TELL You To STOP. 
N 2 


унн... 
DON'T KNOW. 


NEXT (5 А... 
HOUN LEAF? 
OR... МАЧВЕ 
MARI ЈОАМА 


2 ፦ V n 
г | 
/ \ 
\ \ \ ‚ \ 
— / 7222 NES 
A ya ኣ ~ 
| Үс! LA ፈፈ 
AR 
КЕ, Y 
Na ЕЕ A’ ካዮ DA TANG 
BLUE ONE. д AFDA THAT 15 


А мчов. 


ፎር 
=== PROGRESSWE 


DIAGNoSTLC U 


NEXT 15... А КАТ? " 

NO, A BALLOON. NEXTIS ONE 
OF THOSE OYSTER- 
CARROT THINGS - 


THERE'S THE 


UMNA ме. 
NORA UMM EA. UM 
Rman. 06КЕ сами | 


TOS 
Wu u 
Mu. 


LE 
ህክ 


| WIM... 
\H HH tH: 


нң 
HUH. 


/ 27 Ed W SS 
WHAT, WHAT? 
ТМ AWAKE, / | 
ИИ 一 人 


YOU HAVEN'T HAD AN OKAN. ГМ RUNNING 
ANEURYSM. A PRETTY ALL- 
YOU HAVENT BEEN ዌ | ENCOMPASSING 
IN АМЧ FIGHTS, RIGHTZ | |RECAUBRATION 
NO ACCIDENTS? No BLUNT | | CAUSTHENIC 


1111 ረ 
C ON (T. To SAY, You've 


65 (T og ISN'T 
т?? 


IT MEANS т HANE 

то DEFEND \т ТО THE 
BENNIES BOARD. SEE, 

You DONT GET THIS AT 

Î WORK. THE BASELINE SCAN 
CAUGHT ат THIS MORNING. 


BUT USTEN--1F ГМ To MAKE WPLUGGED?) THERE'S NOTHING WRONG WITH REM- 
THIS Sr/cK, YOU CAN'T HAVE ANY 7 | SLEEP SIMULATORS. T USE ЕМ 


MORE oF THESE. YOU MANE To MYSELF. BUT You HAVE TO BE 
А DIUGENT ABOUT 
USING THEM. 


YOU'RE SLEEP DERNED, 
PLAIN AND SIMPLE. DREAM W| - OF THE WORKWEEK IN BED. WHEN 
WAS THE LAST TIME You ЧЕР 
NOUR VACATION TIME? 


THIS 13 A “PRETTY 
EXTENSNE" PERCEPTION 
SWIFT, вит 2 г Go ONUNE, 
AND MN INPUT АМО A A] 
DONT TIBEF WELL-- 
How соме Z DIDN'T 
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WELL, THE... 
THE TREES ARE 
QUITE LOVELY: 


І HATE PUZZLES. 
ALWAYS HAVE. 


ESPECIALLY THOSE 
GOD-AWFOL HIDDEN- 
PICTURE THINGS. You 
KNOW--"FINO THE 
SENEN MONSTERS 
HIDING IN THE ROOM." 


THEN'RE NEVER N THE 
CLOSET OR UNDER THE 
TABLE. THEY'RE WORKED 
INTO THE STAIR RAILINGS 
OR THE WALLPAPER. OR 
REFLECTIONS ON THE 
TOASTER. ITS А5 (Е 
THE ROOM ITSELF 5 
THE MONSTER. 


EVERYBODY ese е 
бот tT FASTER THAN E 
I DIO, IN SCHOOL. 


WAY SHOULD Z FEEL 
STUPID? (የ SOMEBODY'S 
HIDING FROM You, YOU 
DeNT WASTE TIME 
LOOKING IN A UTE 
FLOWER VASE. 


SAME WITH Books AND 
GAMES. I DONT MIND 
SNMBOLISM 1F ir DOESNT 
GET IN THE WAY OF THE 
STORY. т HATE GAMES 
THAT ARE FIXED So You 
CANT Do ANYTHING 
WITHOUT бобина SOME 
Dorey PUZZLE. 


I'M ል STRAIGHT FORWARD 
GUY. GINE МЕ AN 
ADVENTURE. DoN'T GINE 
ME ILLUSIONS AND NASTY 
GRINS ON ልዚ THE 
INANIMATE OBJECTS. 


DON'T «ме ME MISTY 
HORRORS AND WRONG 
THINGS г CAN'T QUITE 

ЗЕЕ. 


55 


— 


| 
MAGRI? | ІШІ 


WANT То KNOW WHAT 
WENE FOUND OUT ABOUT 
THESE BIZARRE REPORTS 
OF NEUROLOGICAL 
DAMAGE To VISITORS 1 KNOW You'Re 
OF ALSEWHERE. Nor INTERESTED IN THE 
TECHNICAL SIDE OF THINGS, SO 
ТЦ EXPLAIN (Т THE WAN THE 
САВ COATS EXPLAINED (ፐ 
То ME. 


(75 ALL ልክ ILLUSION, MOST PEOPLE MIGHT DENN IT, GUT 
THIS "BRAIN DAMAGE “THEN DO Мот REALLY UNDERSTAND 

IT DOESN'T EXIST: HOW THEIR SENSES CAN UE- OUR ENES, OUR 
EARS ARE ALL WE HANE. 


Ч [Гонаг WE ARE SEEING Аве... N 
COGNITIVE DISSONANCES BETWEEN] 


THE EXeLORER OF VIRTUAL " 
REALTY TRUSTS HIS "GOLEN," 5 
OR озом, SENSES. HE fogat [THE \Ө\ТОё5' VIRTUAL SELNES 


THOT ዘዬ (5 NOT SEEING AND | | AND THEIR REAL SELES. 
HEARING REAL THINGS. Al 


ARE NOT DEALING WITH REALITY, 
BUT WITH INCREDIBLY COMPLEX 
NEUROSENSORY ILLUSIONS- 


THE RESULTING HALLOCINATIONS CAN BE | [THE MAIN THING 15, THERE 5 Зул 


QUITE STRANGE, AND ARE оғ GREAT INTEREST | | МО DAMAGE. No Test HAS хэн, 
REVEALED ANN SIGN OF HARM AGERE 
DONE To ANY ELSEWHERE 
COMMON. DUE TO ል QUIRK OF THE BRAIN, VISITORS BRAIN ዕፎ вору. “THERE'S 
NOTHING 


MANY PEOPLE EXPERIENCE THESE... 
PECUUARES DAILY AND NENER KNOW IT. 


32) 


17 2 


СНАРТЕВ THREE 


BUEN w тие тан 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE HOME MARKE 


їз THAT 
NEW GUY FROM 
SYNAPSTHESIA! 
HE'S IN ANOTHER 


‘CAUSE ITS ል 


і = 12 
Z DONT CARE, 237 e 
CAUSE L АМТ x 
22 
You СОТТА 
WATCH “М DO 


63 


NOT му FANTASY, T | | №} CMON, Fre! (ሺ AIN'T THE MAN'S GORGEOUS. 
NEVER ሬ INTO THAT | JENEN А REAL GUY, HES Just | T DoNT САВЕ (Р “E 
“PATHETIC LUST FOR THE HOPS ON ል STUFFED 
STRAIGHT GON” THING- EASHTAR BUNNY, 
I DON'T GO WHERE 
I'M NOT WANTED. 


етно FA YAASS-- POETRY, 
KNOWS WHAT TO До 
ШОН ЕМ 


-—3UST CHEAP 
PICTURES, AND ME WAS GREAT 
AN ES SILL 5о-- 5 1 WITH MORGAN EVANS 


| 


A, | 


145 
| | аш 


RTUALITY 


has never been 


Do | 


1 AM NOT 
SEEING 
THS- 


Бог 


== 


шиг at 2 en መሥ” 
51 “HIS (5 SOME WEB- >= $ y 
4 


BASED MELTDOUN. ^ mrs. ШИВ 
(2-0 ~ > < = 
тий . ሠ 
Y ЇШ 
ИЙ 


16 OUR MOST EFFECTIVE 22 


| 


us NET." 


“YOU Gor INTO 


ELSEWHERE WITH 


Чоо ~ ጋ 
СомтАстЕр UN : ар. 
THE $ 
| INTRUDERZ : 
| И 77 
ХАВ! CY 


A 


ААЦ, SIR. 
BUSINESS 
AS USUAL- 


OH NES, SIR. 
DEFINITELY. 


| | 


IN ONE OF 
MAGRVS PERSONAL 
MEMORY NODES, SIR. 
HIS PARENTS’ 
KITCHEN. 


27 N 
2 


IN WHAT 77 
LOCATION Z f 
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(5 CREATURE WAS ROOTING ABOUT (4 a: 
AGRI WHITES PERSONAL MEMORIES?" PAN WHERE ELSE IT COULD 
М : BE HIDING... 


El 


P MEMORY 15 ENTIRELY 


SUBTECTIVE! HOW CAN WE 
USE THAT То Accuse THIS-- 
TERRORIST -- WHEN HE'S 


ў) 
L 
Nd |, SIR, т DONT MEAN THAT... 
BUT MAGRI WILL KNOW HIM WHEN 
А | НЕ SEES HIM... JUST AS HE KNOWS 
H | EVERJONE WHO HAS BEEN INSIDE 
65 MIND. 


e 


NM 
KNOWN ALL ALONGZ | ГЭД" 


МЧ 607 MAN, ARE 
> You SAVING -- A 


- YES... NES, AND THE 


>=, E PRIVACY STATUTES.. 
= THATIL Holo UP. THAT 


Y | WILL JUST рот. 


| т HAS Lone BEEN е ЕШ! ር рт о 

| | мч concer THAT r II — > ` AND CLEAR POOS, 

AM NOT A PERSON, > GREAT HOUSES AND 
MASSED STONE. 


“МАСЕ WHITE" (S THE 

NAME T WAS СМЕМ, 

Bor (TS NOT REAUY 
IMPORTANT 


THOUSANDS 

ድ PEOPLE ARE 

INSIDE MN HEAD 
ብ вмееч DAN. 


То lost so 
MANY WIRE 


T KNEW IN A VAGUE WAY THAT IF I LOST TOO 
MANN, ፲ WOULD ALSO LOSE MY FREEDOM. 


MOSTLY THEN'RE 

FoR WIRELESS 
Access, 一 一 
WHEN T WAS | 
YOUNGER, МУ _. 
UBERTY WAS _ 
ONLY AS LONG 

AS MY IMPLANTS. ፦። 


SSIS 
THESE. MIGHT ENEN BE NICE GUYS, 


BACK THEN, т NEVER KNEW WHAT T WAS GOING 
TO SAY BEFORE I OPENED MY MOUTH. 


+ DARING TO TALK 
[то THEM WAS LIKE МУ 
VERSION OF RUSSIAN | 


= Sa = Ме LAE ELSEWHERE, МАМ, we бо | | 
: 2023 THERE ALL THE TIME -- So МАМ o 
一 5 10 LIKE Yol 
JUST № 


2 FANTASY WORLDS. 
м Nor и 

У such of 
7 a == 


WHY 以 
ms 


т EY ШЕ 


ШУ wet ANE ча SU 人 
Б GOT А MINUTE, [ү =з 
масе 2 Ди 


AND SINCE. ANYTHING STUPID OR CRUEL T 


MIGHT SAY BECOMES CATACLYSMICALLY SWAD 
AND CRUEL LF SAD TO А VISITOR... 
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ТО BE ELSEWHERE 
Now WOULD 
ЗЕ RUDE. 


ARE FOUL, ELSE- 


WHERE ISN'T. 
ы 2 


LATER 115 А HARE- 
WHICH 15 ст 
REALLY Z 


oo THINK OF 
NEO GINSTER 


АГ 
WHAT THEY SAY, 
HES LIKE. You. 


WHAT Т 
MEAN 5- 
NELL-- 

WHERE DO 
You сет 

YOUR 
IDEAS? 


ZZ 


[7 WHAT ለ LAME THING. 


UKE THAT, AnD ለዚ ሃሪ 
CAN THINK OF тъ ASK 5 
“WHERE Do You GET 

Your (DEAS "Ze 


TO SAY? Ч'МЕЕТ A 604 


222222 
өгч ድ 


"WHERE DO YOU 
| GET Your weasz" |- 


= 
ዝዬ GREAT 


VONANSWERABLE 
QUESTION. f- 


EVERYBODY'S 
GOT А Токеу 
ANSWER, BUT 
115 NOT FUNNY. 
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WE PP 
‚е 
DID ır! 


WELL, NOT 
SURE AT ALL, 
BUT HE. SURE 


СОМЕ OW, MAGRI! 
HELP US OUT HERE / 
45 Тін5 THE GUY 
Но BEEN TEARING 

UP YOUR VISITORS? 


ISN'T ላፕ AMAZING 
How YOU CAN CHANGE 
А МА HAR AND MAKE 


ያ MUST'VE Gor win 
OF ልህ. THE BAD PR 
COMING, AND CHANGED 

^ WS 1006-- 


Ts. 


4 4 
FUCKING ነ 


WE «FUCKING \ 


: Lf m ț 
/.ያፖ) A p 


=== 


Ё 0 you KNOW 
4 E ERE 
መ You SEE ом B 
Рромт WT You THINK ТЕ 
/ “сол (011 ДЕ THIS дань 
¿DAMA THING MYSELF ` 
A MF IT WAS JUST A PERS ом | 
£ 


== 


ЖУ CAN THAT PooR Fuck Fuck | 
кор se ANYBODY'S _ 
j MONSTER Z HE DOESN'T 

¿EVEN Have ANY PH. 


ЕТТЕ ҮТ በ 


ИКЕ 


со YY 


СНАРТЕК FOUR 


I UKE GETTING Lost. 
WANDERING. WALKING. 


ы 


TNE LIVED AU МЧ LIFE IN 
THE SAME CITY, So T CAN'T 
REAL GET LOST, BUT T HANE 
AN ABSURDUY BAD SENSE oF 
DIRECTION, So ENEN MY OWN 
BLOCK САМ SEEM AUEN TO МЕ. 


TIM AWARE ENOUGH: 
OF REAUTY THAT Т 
WON'T STEP IN FRONT 

OF, SAY, AN AMBULANCE. 


TM JUST FAR AWAY 
ENOUGH FROM My 
FANTASY WORLD 

THAT Г CAN FEEL 
115 EDGES, BUT NOT 
WS OBLIGATIONS. 


I STICK то THE STREETS, 
Ж Ма BUT 7/5 AIN'T ፪ሽ 


TLE. 
1 DON'T DRIFT INTO THE. aarme 


SHOPS OR HOUSES OR 
ANYTHING UKE THAT, Шин! 
тм 2 = 
NOT LIKE THAT, HOW DID ፲ 
END ue HERE? 
I LIKE THE MOVING: 


CORRENTS оғ THE 
STREETS, 


THEY'RE А UTTLE 
ANONYMOUS, ROADS; 
THEY GWE ME THAT 
LITTLE TASTE OF 
DISORIENTATION 
THAT т UKE. 


WHY AM T WATCHING = 


NW] WHERE IN THE 
NV HELL Ам 12 


ТМ REALLY PROUD OF HOW THE 
STORY IN THIS ONE CAME OUT: 
THAT'S REALLY THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN THAT GUNKY BIG- 
SCREEN PORN AND SLASH 
FICTION. SLASH HAS А 


uA s 


Se 


AND TM REALLY ጫጨ : EE 
GLAD т СОТ То Stow “ЭЭ THERE'S SoMETHING TO 
tr TO YOU. 5 AS 3 BE SAID FoR HAVING ል 
WSS WORLD OF ONES OUN 
То RETREAT INTO. 


meee a 
т во 
were -- 


== Топија 


RETREAT! 
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жа 
— т EN z 
RETREAT INTO ЭД 


ELSEWHERE-- 


5 E u о 
2, CROQUET LAWN 


| 22222 ሪያ 2; 


Дон ынан ТР >, S 
A En ч 


EWN GAMES / 


OUT OF THE 
FRYING PAN, 


d 27 
Ava 71, 
THERE ARE SITES ON THE 
Чет WHICH MOVE. AROUND, 


SETTLE LIKE VULTURES ON 
NEW MAINFRAMES CONSTANTLY. 


ጠዬ FACT THAT ELSEWHERE : 
IS INSIDE MM OWN MIND 4 
DOESNT STOP THEM. WHY 1] 


SHOULD tT? To MEM ТМ = 
JUST ANOTHER COMPUTER. [№ ың ሠ 
= > N 


THE PRESS LIKE To 
CALL PLACES UKE ME-- 
PLACES THAT EXIST ONLY 
IN VIRTUAL REAUTY-- 
THEN UKE To CALL THEM 
“PRIVATE ISLANDS." 


ONE SUCH 15 THE 
BORDELLO OF THE 
MIND, AND IT LOOKS 
LIKE trs SETTLED 
IN ELSEWHERE 
FOR THE MOMENT. 


SINCE T WAS EIGHT 
I HAVEN'T KNOWN 
THE MEANING ዕየ THE 
WORD “PRIVACY,” 


НА. YEAH. 


т ас 
25 


THOUGHT THAT 
WAS BIPOLAR, 


Р DISORDER 
VS 


Ц 


= Juil 


| 
| 


9 | 


ELI 


ФА 
ZA, z 


2 


2 


LZ, ! 4 


2 


* 
| \ 
N 
SN 
VN 
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T USED To THEY GET 


TM NOT ፲ CANT BY mE ፎብ/ 
GOOD АТ FOLLOW МЕТ Tane TT CAN М 
5 ElERMONE Mr 
GROUPS. AU THE THINK OF ки THE 
THREADS ТЭ FASE INTHE CONNECTIONS, 
WHEN So НЕҢ To SAY, WORLD WAS 
175 A QUESTION or MANY =! Ч PSYCHIC. 
PUBLIC. PERSONA. EVERY PEOPLE THEN'RE і 
CREATIVE PERSON HAS To lj six Lens PAUGHE ዝጽ BASTARD! 
ТОГ MN Gate CI TALK... з በር EÊ dicata té және Gouna тие МУ 
Үг 68 мог. қең вот ህህ | የጸና በ 'S Wer A PLAY WHY Do አወኖ STORY "MAGNETIC 
нер PRINT мч | To ЗАЧ IT |, REMAKE 16 YORE ONLY BUTT PLUGS DAMN (የ АЦ, 
PNYP 5 Dip FoR ул в o Mom ድ can't USE те 
нм, SOT г CANT TRAINK MRENE тоа. SCENE F = 
Би —— E: : 
ENERITHING So NEL eg Ж ИЕ 和 = 
і ይዬ etos Т ШЫТ а шы ዝጡ 
| ar 1 | f H Wir ве cope 
[541 = 411155 g ጨመ кантер 


WHILE ALL 
T GET ARE 


Т HAVE To ADMIT, N 
(NEL IN 
WHAT MINDLESS CRAP а ad 
HAVE YOU BEEN THINKING 
Mi GUILTY PLEASURE. 


SS 
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туит TS [BERE 
NEVER BEEN 
THIS BAD. 


WAEN THE FANS, 
5 PRAISE You, You CAU. 
cor OWE ef THO 
APTITUDES + 


ONE MINUTE, ТМ TALKING 
WITH SOMEBODY, EARNESTLY 
TRING TO MAKE МЧ POINT 


A "он, You POOR Fost, dow | 


АМ YOU WASTE YOUR PRECIOUS PE 
SYNAPSES ON МУ SLIPSHOD < 
PRWELZ« ж”, 
RS 


Т) 
= E е 2 AT LEAST THE “MING THE MERCILESS" г 


ATriTopE ይ: "Асом AT 
MY FEET, HY ZOMBIE SLAVE! 
AR HAHAHAyA HA НА НААД?” 


ANO THEN THERE 
WILL ЗЕ А FADE-OUT 


ni 


APPROACH DOESN'T IMPL THAT You TNK 
YOURS Ber LOSERS. Her WE Do 15 NOT BRAIN 
SURGERY -- WE'RE NOT SANING UVES WERE- 


ен we HEED To KEEP OUR Рвозеретче. 


=: UKE IN ል MOVIE, AND 
TM ALONE. OR TALKING 
To SOMEBODY ELSE. 


“E авиан. 
- Rey, Мовору Euer 


BASED AN ARMY MUN 
RACE AND hU TEMES,.. 


S 


esr o mm 
Your JAW То ве Ро TET 
TO SAY “THANK You" AND THEN 

GRAGOUSLY SHUT UPF 


EB 


ОҢ NO. Т NEVER DREAM. Уу 
X HANEN'T SLEPT IN 
FIFTEEN YEARS. You 

SEE, IN MY PoStTlonl.. 


ei y 
ще. ጆች рече 
ርተ ሚን ርጋ ቸዉ а 
ТА АСА талон O 
Sart ከ B ለ TE 


? REGIONS ОҒ THE SEEN AND THE NEVER SEEN, Ho HAS ONLY, 


IT ISN'T LIKE WHEN T SIDESTEP 5 


Што ELSEWHERE NO, THIS (5 


IN MY 
POSITION 


My Postmon ===! 


т бет WE PERFECT QUOTE, МАМ. LISTEN: 
"WHAT US A TELEVISION APPARATUS To МАМ, Wito HAS 
ONIN TO SHOT His ENES To ЗЕЕ THE MOST UL ACCESSIBLE. 


то IMAGINE IN ORDER То PERCE THROUGH LAUS AND 
слабе. ALL THE PLANETARY BAGHDADS OF 45 
Wows , THAT 75 


DREAM: FROM NE DUST" 
ናዎች екен + GOOD. YOURE GONNA 


С, обем тие. stow wert 


ቁ THAT wo SAD ITF 


= HEH z Зоог READ А shoe 


STORY ABOUT ል MUSE ክነ GANE тыю 


DIFFERENT Guys THE SAME IMSPIRATON, 
So THEY WERE SUNG HER FoR COPY- 
RIGHT INFRINGEMENT: Loy А. 
Веви A LOT FONNIER (ዮ ኗ 
HADN'T PUT SOMETHING JUST 
LAKE ዝጽ IN AN OP-ED PIECE 
Just HiT THE 
SUBMIT кеч 68. 
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TNE NEVER SEEN WELL, YOU'RE NOT ALONE. 17 SEE ANN TITLES ነ = 


Eee Мат PEORE хоор Stu || You кмом? 
es ለ y RATHER HAVE AN INTER - 
Ë баг 
= ^ 2 
= ЕЁ RN 
E e /) S NP 
i б 
< = 2 Ё 
T E 
W 4 
\ = 3 
መመ МЕ 
/ | 
э 
AZ ) 
Е зет = US USE BOOKS AS 
2 хи <> | እ SORT ርዮ SOCIAL 


SHORTHAND. 


REMEMBER FROM 
CHILDHCOD CAN SAY BT: 
A LOT ABOUT You. ہے‎ 
a Mine's “NAKED LUNCH." 

WHATS YOURS, МАЕ? 


AlL THESE Books 
ARE BLANK. 
Юж» ПИ === ES 
| bo Ял ڪڪ‎ 


96 


SW THE OWNER, т5 JUST HER THING. 

SHE'S BEEN HAND BINDING BANK 
Books AS A HOBBY 
SINCE SHE WAS IN 
N HER TEENS 


5ህዬ 
WRITES; 
SHE SAYS SHE'S 
GOOD KT TITLES 
AND FIRST UNES 
Вл THATS 
AW. 


N SHE LIKES (T WHEN 
WRITERS, ARTISTS -- 
CREATIVE የ545, ANY- 
МАЧ-- ЈЕ You UKE 
THAT ONE, You САМ 


WHAT WOULD ҮЕ 
IDO wm it? 
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ROOT WORD та" сове IT 


MEANS "Bop." А CORPORATION 

2 6 A LEGAL ENTITY. A PERSON» 
IT EARNS INCOME, IT OWES. 
Такев. IT HAS DUTIES AND 


ONE SET 
DEFENDS To THE DEATH Б 
THEIR CREDITS AS 


TALK ARCHU4 ABOUT 
WRITING STORIES ABOUT 
AJ NOT BEING ABLE TO WRITE. 


WERE ARE А LOT OF 
Dou 9065 то GETnG . 
INCORPORATED, DON'T 
You? 
Nos ጩት 
ташы MANE TO To r 
ТЭЭ 
I, Ya Business. 
= 


PROFESSIONALS. 


U 
CLAIM то ORIGINALLTY 


IN ORDER TO REMAIN 
FAITHFUL TO THE Books 
THEY WRITE ABOUT: 

ITS LIKE RAISING DEMONS. 


NEVER SUMMON THAT WHICH 
You CANNOT DISMISS. 


ТО ህህ UNNDRAM 
STOLE MY WEA. 


WHA’ 


Я 


== TS THIS LITTLE 
CREATURE, You KNOW, LIKE 


LISTENING TO THE 
SOUNDS OF АМ 
ADVENTURE GAME 
BEING PLAYED МА 


AS REPETITIVE AS 
BIRD SONG. 


Wo, не D/P. T тноовнт 
ዕኖ HAVING ALIENS INVADE BY 


Мощец cuckoos. 


ለ PACK RAT. THEY Go ВАСЕ TO 
ITS BURROW, AND ITS FULL of 
STUFF, FANTASTIC STUFF. WAY 
UP MGA, HALE-HIDDEN, IS ል 
TAR WITH A LIGHT INSIDE, 


GEORGE, WYNDHAM'S SS 
ፍመ ЕЯ vis зпи MY (DEA. т 
'. NEVER READ “олени т. 
=== ЗИМЫ. HAVEN'T: IT's TOO боор AN 
===. асел то СМЕ ህየ ом. 


7 


0 


= 
ss 


в = SS 
; S 


THROUGH THE HAZE 


DID You ЗЕЕ 
NESTERDAN’S 
SWIPE FILE “Z, 
MOTTA 

+ LAUGH, 


de 


| 


BRENMRES KNOWN FOR COMING ОР 
WITH THESE INSANELY COMPLEX INTERPRETATIONS 
OF Books, MOVIES, PLAYS, ART-- WHATEVER НЕ 
UKES-- IN HIS RENEWS, LOVE VT ዕፎ HATE (T, HE 
= WU SEE SOME SHIT INIT. 15 AMAZING. ያ 
Е COURSE, HE'S DEAD WRONG. 


SHIT YEA, NO WATER 
= ANALYZES THAT муен. YOU CANS: 
— МЕ STRUCTURE не. SEES ISN'T 


= 二 INTENTIONAL. AS CLENER AS А 


= E RENEW МАЧ BE, IT NENER LEADS 


IDEAS THE OTHER Way. NO 


= Review ENER LED TO 


^ NOVEL. 


CE 
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= 


FG Bor 


CRITICS AND HISTORIANS 

ARE ENGAGED IN CREATION ON 

THE RECEIVING END, THEY MAKE 
ህየ ALL THIS COMPLEX SYMBOLIC 
STRUCTURE IN RESPONSE, 


ас 
= 


56... Вч Мат = 
ARGUMENT... WHATS 
=== THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

FAN የ46ኺ6ክ ANO 
UTERARY CRITICISM F 


= 


CTAUEING ABOUT 

Й HOW MUCH sees 
ENTONING 

У ELSEWHERE ን 


LAWYER'S GAVEN ህየ 
В Тегіс то кесе 


(SAES омч JUST 
DENELOPED A TASTE 
FoR VIRTUAL REALITY 
AND BLAMES ME> 


DON'T, DON'T 
ПЕТИ 
ELSEWHERE! 


--вят, BUT Мою TVE TOLD 
Ў oo, COULD You PLEASE, PLEASE 
NOT veu. ANYONE Във? THOUSANDS 
of Pere ARE EMPLOYED BY THE 
CORPORATION. THEY NEED FISEINERE, 
AND LE THIS GETS our THEY'RE ALL 
N SERIOUS TROUBLE — 


=- TRIED To STAY AWAN, BUT 
ITS UST Тоо INTERESTING -- You 
Kaloo! HOW IF 15, бот то бо WHERE 

YOUR IMAGINATION LEADS You == 


THE DUTY oF ANY 
RESPONSIBLE ADULT 
То Go To THE PRESS 


=== BUT THE ARTIST WHO DREW МЕ HAD TAKEN 
LIBERTIES. I WAS PLAYING ለ SUPERNATURAL 

BEING, So HE EXAGGERATED MI FEATURES 
FE THROUEMOWT MOST oF THE Book. 


ШІ 


2222 


y " =) You SEE, T WAS INCORPORATED 
FROM ANOTHER. STORY, NOT THE 
B| PEA oF Ме, HY CHARACTER, EUT 
ONLY МУ FACE. LIKE АМ ACTOR 
PLAYING ል NEL Rove. 


SHOULD HAVE. = EJ т IMAGINE THATS WIN T 
ገ SNP SOME- LOOK A UTTLE 000 WoW. A UTTLE 
Е тъне. INCONSISTENT. I'M A DRAWING OF 


ለ PAINTING OF A PHOTOGRAPH. 


ОЕ CURSE, ULTIMATELY, LM TAKEN FROM 
A FRIEND OF THE ARTIST. MOST LIKELY. 
Bo TH PROBALY OKAY. BUT THEN ГМ 
МОТ А MATOR PLANER, AFTER АЧ. 

Nor UKE yov. ue 


Тә AOLO QUESTIONS FOREVER. 
* YOUR FLAKY- ARTIST PERSONA (5 
ALREADY IRRITATING To SOME 
Peete. IT'S ል CLICHE, AND 
Кот ል FUN ONE- 


You CAN'T FEIGN IGNORANCE ¥ 
3 


Е: H ti E 
ው چ‎ 
Я AS 
E a = M 3 ኣ 

мү сл, 

ү — 
ነነ 
ARE Чоо... ) 
SPEAKING « / 
То МЕ? 7-52 REAUM ISN'T GOING To GET 

I WON'T BELIENE You ж нез ШЫНЫН НЕН 
DON'T KNow WHERE You > MAD! 

Сомь FROM. ) € < Z 3 E = з 
የመመ መው |. [шш Gan 
зал 2 J нав, wien «5 ` ЖҮ ЕЕ 
3 STOP UAT: VASE EE EE те БЕНЕН 
Е Cages? በላዬ Рі 

///боштео, MINIPULATEO, 33 il E 
/ POWERLESS MONARCH? 2 E | 
i АЦ. YOUR PSYCHIC- Go. | > 
| 3 TRAPPINGS? ; -=8 Ч 
„u 2 EC ላ 
тон wee %4 HAIN ° | 
WV NOT Nery PRETTY. ስ й, 

š \ Моборү5 MISTAKIMG 2 Ч Й N у Е 
з ме // б % ве Ач сли , 3 VI | PAL Е 

ат 5 ሪድ Rockers. ። 

WHAT You! ኩኩ ነ 5 AND OF COURSE MUCH MORE WENT 

seen reams, (S ኳ OU REALLY THINK THAT S АШ Intro You. You SHOULD ADMIT ና 
= ЖАҚ 'T TAKES TO REINVENT You? IF ONLY ТО YOURSELE аа 


100 


WO SCREENS SHOWING THE SAME IMAGE: ONE PHOTOREALISTIC 
ONE FLAT-COLOR ANIMATED LINES, TWO DERTEN GIRLS, МЕР 
(TUBS, SCREAMING THUNDER HEADS INTO THE 
FETAL IN BATHTUBS, አ. MEADS ШТО Te 
и PUBLISHED? 
СЯ 


EITHER к= DIVINE LY 


INSPIRED OR You'Re A PLAGIARIST 
“RIS THAT A RIFE’? ^ "SAMPLE" 


‘GETTING Some- 
Ter 
МОГАЗАФАС-415. 


Youve LIVED INS 
THIS «тү ALL YOUR 

UFE, DOING NOTHING, SSS 
GOING NOWHERE, == 


RIGHT т TOK MS (DEA 
SUIT, HE WAS BARELY 
USIN! IT, 1 RANG ҮГ 

ARO0JSH THE CHANGES. መሪ 


BE REINTERPRETED ENEON 
TIME BY EACH NEU) PLANER. 
BOOKS ARE ETERNAL . MOVIES 


THOUSANDS мове ARE ENDLESSLY 

Бүрт БЖ ANDRE MADE, snot con 
ENGR SS ТМ авын Wa ee WIND: 
ዘ. Т. GANE ЧТ አለመ ወ You WERE TRYING 
(ህፍ UPE. እዚ тап, T6 CHANGE YOUR 


-- SOMETHING To Do AULSTATIC, ሀጫ You COULD NOT Do 
z THIS о! WR OWN. Т 
oem s оф Š LOOK LIKE You WANT to 
^ ና A al AUARENESS oF ths 50 BAP, зор «С LOOK, I FUCK LIKE You 
INE ues የድር Anus MADRE ий DOM መ Uta EIER TRY To WANT TO FUCK, £ АМ 
ረ coo аение- SMART CAPABLE, AND 


ELABORATE BACKGROUND WORLD FOR THESE STUPID ur erene 

|GOAGE, CASTE «том N \ 
CHARACTERS, COMPLETE WITH LANC it ኒ Y ዘ TOF Ади, ТАМ REE 
WAYS You 


SYSTEM, HISTORY, GEOGRAPHY, DIVRNAC 

ete ፈል ‘auc vain. > 

Ауа ур ሥ YORE NOTA THIEF 
YOURE А FAKER? THERE (сл 

ARE NO NEW IDEAS AND 

Y EVERYBODY ELSE HAS 

BETTER APPROACHES / 


ORIGINS, HE SHOULD TUST CHANGE 
THE NAMES AND PUBLISH -- HE 
Gor So MAD т ME, ASKED 
Hous т сор EVER 306657, 
ме оноло DISGUISE THE, 
SOURCE OF HIS MATERIAL 
мат 00 г TAKE ян 
Fog, ላ ПАСАТ" 


You RE A SWIPE, 
А THIEF! A LIFT; виє едо Tr вот фр "ጨፎ оын. (ሂር LAST-- 
EVERY GENERATION YOUR сын POINT 5-3 таг 
TROTS OUT THE ЗАМЕ OF VIEW MAKES pr 
IDEAS EXCEPT IN NEW THE DIFFERENCE 


. Т SBE MORE Мом). 
Bese MORE WHAT? тес 


ТҮШТӨ MADE You ለ шш IF You Арм 
ШЕР ደና. БЕР і IT 17, 
Жак CONSUMER, төв 4 YOU CN CALL rT 


BIT WHAT ARE You CONSOMINET WHERE DID I 
бет 
MoRE то STEAL, MORE TO 17% ном DID T GET በፃ 


тоште. YOU VISION. «s Hous ро T GET RID oF AN INFLUENCE. 


заль 2 RN Do 
WIE SHIT, How ELSE PERS tr? How WIU T EN A 
Do You GET ME INES” WHEN (T'S GoNEZ ORIGIN RE " 
mpg те Flow? “б, HON Do EGET IT Ате COME КЁ 
TE bane How меен” ВАСЕ З WHAT IS м ш те уен SENT 
የጨው ТАМ цы IMTERERETATIONS | (Т? Тэ START SECING сало. Соно. 
ма. TS “በፍ СІЧ POSITIVE FEEDBACK REPETITION TERM MeNGTER Stees Nowa 
EGET: HARRY READERS DNT WATE [S A TOOL. АЕ 


> soue T BE, 


M м 
MAS E ана по 4017-1087 ее немене pao “өл 


ME LANERS 
WILL HANE А75... VÀ 


T'M Мот SUPPOSED 
To ВЕ WITHIN Six 


DARK AND QUIET 
STREETLAMPS 
RISE AND SET 


RISE AND SET 


HAVEN'T FELT UKE 
THIS FOR SO LONG. 


AT LEAST 
HE'S NOT Тоо 


DARK 15 SUCH 
А NICE COLOR То 
МЧ TIRED EYES 


LEATHER UPHOLSTERY 


SOFT BUT LIKE ARMoR 


THE Борч BARELY 


SINKS INTO (ፐ 


ግ MUST BE IN ል 
NIGHT- CYCLE 


NEIGHBORHOOD 
-Мо HONKING, 


No NotSE 
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You HANEN'T BEEN EATING OR RESTING. YOU'RE So 
DEHYDRATED 175 AMAZING YOUR VEINS HAVENT 
COLLAPSED. Look, 

YOURE RETECTING 

IMPLANTS RIGHT 


TNE JUST BEEN-- UPSET-- 
IM FINE, REALLY-- 


YOU ARE IN 
SORRY SHAPE, (Е 
| aquya вет 


ON BEHALF OF THE N 
CORPORATION, T'M 
EXERCISING OUR "(N 


ANM OF THE. CONTRACTS 
YOUR FATHER HAD You 
SIGN BEFORE Ws DEATH, 
N YOU'D Know Your AGE 


т >. NOTHING TO Do 


А | YOU. Now, гм 
B | GLAD чоо DIDN'T 


ІШ 
Ñ 417? > 
Y UN 


EVOLTING ` 


YOU LET ME UP 
FROM HERE, YOU 
SOULLESS-- 


USE COMMON $ 


NOT To WORRY 
EDATINES、 
Sx (5ዚፐ ege AUYTHNG--2f RESPONDS NERY WELL то VS 


Ñ 
| 
S 
|| 
|) 


А 
N 


Uü 


EN Я ) 
| ММ REEM 
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ы уд қазы 9 | 
SS 


ነ 


OF 
соо 
DON'T WORRY So 


ABOUT YOUR MONSTER, 
МАС@\. 


| 
PURSE, 
зе. | Ша 


ANXIETY HAS A WAY ТА 
ዕኖ REBOUNDING, IF 
REPRESSED. YOUR MONSTER JL . ` 
15 ONLY YouR SELF. LAND ТО A NIGHT MARE 
< LANDSCAPE, ALL You MUST 
Do 15 ADMET THIS TO. 
YOURSELF. 


上 
= 
5 
ይ 
፳ 
> 


+ 
Ё 
Е 
5 


EASY. 


СНАРТЕВ FIVE 


ELSEWHERE CORPORATION. Y 
HOME OF THE ONLINE 
OMERWORLD. Row MAY 
1 DIRECT YOUR сАЦ 2 


CHESTER 
STILWATER, 
СЕО? PLEASE 
WAT. 


ЕМИМА 
HARRIS! 


м 
cop) 


(TS BEEN 
TOO LONG/ 


ALWAYS TIME FOR ል 
FRIEND, RIGHT? 
WHATCHA DOIN’ 
THESE DAYS? 


COMMISSION 


FoR DISEASE 
CONTROL 2 


214. 


CoMMISSION 
FOR DISEASE 
CONTROL. 


IMA 
DEPUTY 
INSPECTOR 


ELSEWHERE 
STEN, 
2 36 ELSENHERE 
WANT То GET 
TOGETHER, 
HASH OUT THIS 
ELSEWHERE 


s 


ТИЕРІ? 
|. ПИШЕ (በሁ. 
BM T 


ШШ 


Миш 
Mi 21 4 | Л l TM 


ТШ 


“CHESS, THE (LY REASON 
THE HAMMER HASN'T СОМЕ 
DOWN BEFORE Now 15 THAT 
WE CAN'T DIAGNOSE THE 
CAUSE..." 


WHATEVER tS CAUSING ALL THIS 
PHANTOM BRAIN DAMAGE 15 
INSIDE YouR VIRTUAL GETAWAY... " 


“Т Tost you. Z 
KNOW) You. WHY 
SHOULD THe PEERS 2" 


"...VOUCHEO FOR You 
Bor THAT CAN ONLY 
CARRY You So FAR..." 


“WAIT Too (оң, 
AND IT WON'T 
МАТЕК THAT We 
CAN'T PROVE IT..." 


"TUST ዘ 
THE TABLOIDS 


“PEOPLE WILL 
PANIC, AND THAT 
IS FAR MORE 
DESTRUCTIVE 
THAN SITTING 
You DOWN.. " 


“UNDERSTAND, ALL 

TH'S SPINNING ENDS 
IF ir 1S DETERMINED 
THAT THE CAUSE (6 ዘ 
Your SPTWARE. ТИЕ 

በጸ Good..." 


"YORE sare васп 
4S LONE አኸ рыу 
Медет oF saree 
к" 


“-DEFWTELY HAE TE VECTOR. 


WHEN TIM HOOKED 
ህየ DIRECTLY, T CAN 
HEAR ENERYTHING 
IN THIS BUILDING. 


IT BRINGS 
Back 
MEMORIES. 


SOME PEOPLE 
Do HEAR voices 
IN THEIR HEADS . 


WHEN T WAS YOUNG 
T HEARD THEM 


LIKE А RADIO, ALWAYS қу 
MUTTERING IN THE BACKGROUND, 

c መ FOR А LONG TME, THAT'S 
WHAT т THOUGHT IT WAS. 


EVERYTHING AROUND ME HAD ል VOICE CMP 
OR A SOUND CONNECTION IN (T ANYWAY. 
== 2 Fo plow 
” 
= — 
у 


\ 


Un 


THEY WERE WATCHING ME 


ST. Do m 


дн 
ш 


AN Р 

АА NE h ш 

DS Zí кіш. 
WL YOURSELF? 

- 

THEY GOT LOUDER, 

(ИС) Ша 
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1 HAD ONCE T GOT TUS (DEA 


THAT І HAD ል 
OVER HEARD 
MY MOHER BROTHER оо WAS 


SAYING SHE 
HAD “Lost 


І КЕРТ EXPECTING 
HE WOULD BE. 


Акт РЕ 

X MEANT WHAT X SAID АКО I 

‘SAND UAT X MEANT: AN 
ELEPHANTS FAITHFUL ~ 


MY BROTHER'S Tey pow p ኻ 
50 
гар ዘፍ з NAME WAS WANT Yau. THEY 
- < NEVER DIP, You'ye 
RUINED Their 
MARRIAGE. 


гм THEY'RE Nor 

COMING. ч / Y ^ SLE KIND мно 
" Y WOULD WAVE KIDS, 
You BETTER D YOU'RE JUST A BURDEN 

BE GONE WHEN I 522 OF GUILT ገ T 
GET THERE OR ТА y HEM, 
Kitt You MYSELF. / YOU CAN MAKE š 
w = THEM HAPPY wr 


You DIE Now. x = - 
Е не Wi 
СДС worst се ALL. 
To BE HAPPY 


палын = 


LDD WHAT г COULD То 
TORN DOWN THE NOLUME. 


77 7 ፲ ጩጩወ see WHOLE 
MOUNTAIN RANGES IN 


[4 
— = FLOWER RT PEBBLES. 
2-2 


> RR MEA MAAA A MAA мийн ИАЛ МАД ሐ! ክላ S 
= ከቤ ры 


VIDERES Р РД, PREDAN 
መዳ THEIR MINDS ARE ደ ሚነ ы ke 23 
24 лик Rooms, № 5 5 
Р ger 
x አአ 
= à м = 
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LATER IN LIFE І SAW 
THE INSIDES ОҒ OTHER 
PEOPLE'S HEADS. 


LOW CEILINGED 
AND DARK. DUMPS, 


WITH 
INNOCENT 


17, инат 
& WI 
SAYING 


INDOLENCE 
DISGUISED 


P 
M 
% 


гт 
5 


Ц WINDS, SMOOTH 
WATER. “THEY 
WERE ATARST 
SMMBoUC, Вот 
AST STRIPED 
AWAY ASSOCIATIONS, 

МЕЧ звемво | 
MoRE REAL. 


2223 


NE 


IF Т GOT CROWDED, г Соло 
ALWAYS IMAGINE MORE SPACE. 


AS LONG AS I COULD STAY 
AWAY FROM THEIR MESSY MINDS. 


- ን ጨጨ 


249 


г DON'T DIDN'T NONCE THIS 
NOTICE HUGE COMPANY GROWING 
GROWING UP [> = UP AROUND МЕ. 2 
7 7 E Jj 


Z| 
[2577 1 


IF £ DID PAY 
АМЧ ATTENTION, 
ELSTER TOLD МЕ 


FAULT SHELL 


2 М COLD 

፪ኛ DIE ток 
| Dr им THE GROUND 
ዚኣ 48 NEVER TOUCH You 


W: AGAIN (ЙД DID ir й 


: YoU рр тў 


X WAS So USED то 
PUSHING DOWN WHAT 
THEY SAID THAT (T 
WAS A HUGE SHOCK 
WHEN SHE DIO Die. 


THE ЛАА AL ፎር ВЕТТЕК OFF \ are M вору E 
dn ШИК сс МАЯ 
Vo ме тиме ATALL МО G i \ w: 

1/0 


= 
4 


\ \ 1 IN 
WW [BT I coutbN'T HEAR ል WORD. 
TEN 


рт 
HEAR NS HATEFUL ~ 


700 


YOUR FA 
AUG 


T! Y, 
177 Сэ 


ታ 
Sa | AND DONT FORGET, 

N Yu CANT BE FORGIVEN 
FOR KILLING YOURSELF, 


SOMETIME DURING THE FLURRY OF 
FUNERAL, PACKING, PAPERWORK 


2 


77 MAA | т CRAWESHED INTO ELSEWHERE AND 
4227 Dg yea, DONT COME OUT FOR MONTHS. 


Y 
IN да 


/4] ӨЛК SYA МЕ 


424. 
A ከ18 ALL СЫ 
Bed И TH 
МЕС bal Ч p THE, 
Rr cn 
Dey № “ N) Р 


зі ед? ምረር РАМЦІ ~. 
„Драгу I DIDN'T WANT ANYONE TO KNOW. 


AND 175 BEEN 
THAT WAY, MORE 
OR LESS, EVER 


SUCH A FAN. 
DONT MIND 


NN | 
Мун, ШІ ГТ) 2 
ye AU 


124 


DRUGS ONT GET RID 

) OF ME, Ви, AND 0900 
Корі WHY? You KNOW дуг, Puce 
WHY? Yov KNOW ጋመ ЕЛИ 


5 BEEN 
^ WHILE, 


«кер UP ALL. 
РК RISTS. EASY, 


yo 
Tee No) TO DO-- / 


"JUST REACHED THRouG 7 
te товыг 
THEIR BRAIN JACKS AND SLAPPED HAYE подне 
| UP THEIR NAKED BRAINS-- BRAIN У | To Go- Nor EVEN 


| JUST A HUNK oF SUET ANYAIAY-- y о тир 


$ m FEEDBACK WAS. 
| LooPs ARE THE PRICE НЮ 
| OF INTRUDING UPON ff 
MAGRI KING. | 


SHIT-- SHE CAN'T TALK AT ALL, BECAUSE WHEN Ste 
TRIES To OPEN HER MOUTH HER TOES FLEX! SHE TRIES 


HAVE HER BABY IN TWo MONTHS. монт 
~. THAT ве РИМ! 


Вит YA KNOW, THEY'RE ALL HAPPY, BECAUSE ХОЧЕ Gor THIS PLACE 
SoPPep fu oF ENDORPHINS, so MEY KEEP COMING BACK BECAUSE 
YOURE 700 Біс-А Fuckin’ COWARD то Ler ANYBODY Go AWAY MAD! 


AND THAT Ar 


EVEN THE 
THE REA, 
DID AU. 


HAVE DONE THIS 
JÀ BAK WHEN ır 
А ..0:1ዐል DONE 


CHAPTER SIX 


THEYRE PICKING 
=F UP А LOT OF NOISE = 
EZ FROM TUE BUILDING ЗЕ 


иззю зи 
24405 32/7 си 


SR 


ዛነበ: (Ш ИИ 
ЭМ Мєн! 
“WHA 185 (5 | ማህ 


M тїш 2 || і ММ 


AW 1 
' [ለ 
| 1, 4 
Il... < | 
ANN e N 1 ЇЇ 
Ah. X | | 
¡A ATUM 
| Ие "Mee ( ШИШ 
а Қ | ІШІК | 
НЭЭ ын EUN ПНЕ 
5 10 ፍስን Т) 
ኪነ ЭМ ҮН ШАРЛА | 
жору, ‘||| j 
T FAW Е | | 
| 
z] M 
የሸር Й n 1 


— ر‎ { — s \ 
ES PLENTY OF CEREBRAL 


ACWITY. WE CAN JOLT HIM OUT 
OF THIS. UKE REBOOTING 


2 
| т я 
Й | WITH CHRONIC p 2 

4 RAGE E 2). Z< У 
LEARN ዘ 


2 а суд 
BUT BEFORE We Ger ON WITH 

Й “че. SHOULD CONSIDER ALL И 
OUR OPTIONS. И 


or 
(PR 
WENE TRIED DRUGS AND FEEDBACK Y 


AND CONDITIONING AND STRESS- Æ 
REDUCTION SIMULATIONS. 


! 
| 


N PN. T M | 
я м 
2 же MC SN SAN N 

А ES 
5 эй መሙ “ስ ЕУ x 

У CN ከ 3 1 SE 

> የሙ AIDS 

^ 


(Т WON'T AFFECT 
HIS HIGHER FACULTIES 


| СИ 

HE'S DONE ALL THAT: 
PAST THIS POINT CONSUMERS, 
DON'T WANT INNOVATIONS. 


FIND ouT You GET YOUR 
_ BEST IDEAS FROM OTHER _ 


PEOPLE'S WORK? 


THE 
SOLUTION 
To YOUR 

PROBLEM 

15 SIMPLE. 


THAT You'RE AOT THE 
GOD OF ORIGINALITY 
THEY SAY YOU ARE? + 


SCARED 
SOMEBODY'LL 
FIND ዕህፐ YoURE 
A BIG FUCKING 
LIAR AND A 
РАКЕТ 


WELL, 
GET THIS, 
FUCKTAR р: 


AW: 
Эр Ш 
THE ONLY Ма ° 
ONE WHO HAD 4 
То РАМН NEAR 
KILL BECAUSE 
OF IT. 


p: 


EVERYBODY 5 
Ат. 
ч FEELS THAT газ er You 
z FOR THE REST 
OF YOUR 
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Ner DONE 
SQUIRMING? 


Suit 
YOURSELF, 


HANING ል 
UTTLE TROUBLE 
OUT THERE, 
Son? 


T CANT HANDLE 
-75 JUST-- 


— WELL, VF IT ያ 
TOO BIG FOR МЕ 
175 BECAUSE THIS 
WHOLE THING \S 


MY House -- 
ЊОМЕ SAFE— 


SHE WASN'T 
UKE THIS THe LAST 


YOUR DOOR, DAD, 
BECAUSE THAT'S 
WHERE (Т BELONGS, 
AT WUR DOOR! 


工 NENER SAD, “PLEASE, МОМ, 
DAD, LET ME TAKE You AWAY FROM 
ALL THIS, TM SUCH ል FUCKING GENIUS, 
HOOK МЕ UP So HALF THE WORLD САМ 
PARADE THROUGH MY HEAD GLORIFYING 
ME ONE MINUTE, WIPING THEIR 
DICKS ON ME ጠጄ Nexr - -" 


THE WORLD SHOULD DEFEND 
ON МЕ FOR እ PANCHECK! 


WHATENER 
WE TID WRONG, 
SON... WHATENER 
MISTAKES WE MADE, 
HOWEVER WE MIGHT 
HAVE PUT Too Muck 
PRESSURE ON YOU-- 
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You're ል 
MAN Now, You 
CANT BLAME US 
FOR Чочв. 
PROBLEMS 
EA ANYMORE. A 


YOURE BANISHED, 
YOU GET ME? ТМ 
GOING TO FORGET 
THIS WHOLE НХБЕ-- 
TEAR ст DOWN: - 
CUT IT OUT! 


DONT You DARE 
PUT THIS ОМ ME-- 


00 WHORED 

МЕ our-- 
[ሀቅ NEVER ADMIT 
IT (N A HUNDRED 
YEARS Bur You 
KNou) (rS TRUE! 


— NEVER SAD z WAS 
^ GENIOS, т MEYER SMO. 
HOPED 5 ол Вале. 


ТО SEE IT AGAIN-- 
OR Yoo-- ок HER! 
(TS МУ мир. т 
CAN Do WHAT E 


OH, PLEASE, 
PLEASE, ver THE 
АНХЕ CLAN suck 
МУ GODDAMN 
BRAIN AND CALL ME 
DERIVATIVE, WHY 
Nor, ТМ АМ 
ASSHOLE 4 
WAY, EVERY- 
ይህ SANS 


БСГ 
ል ዩሓዮ-ዐኞዮ ав 5 


445 
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RM 


ФА PT | 


o FAR Ч 
own ко 
የ 
МУ 
P пе НБА ра 
ን "e 
21006 ou; 


| за, 
ДЭ) CAUSTHENICS- - о НИ 

| | гє 

SEEN THIS 


I 
Know 
ли 


TURNING, 


TURNING, 
TURNING IN Өвс 
М THINK, 
(Bookstore ) RR 
~ STRETCHING. 


TERKUN -- 


T WASN'T 
PLING 


МАСАМ 
N: 
КА 

Ме N, 


N 


THE GIRLS WERE 
PAVING THEIR 


ЙГ 
= 


THAT WAS THE ሯ 
Neu) PLAYER fi 
LEAR Е 
E INTERFACE. 
— 


2 


ፓ 
(1 
መ 


Mis 15 Nor 
A DREAM. 


THIS 15 HOW 
THINGS ARE. 


І WAS А 
MURDERER, 
BUT мовору 


BAD SECRET WHERE 
KNEW. 5 


I THOUGHT ат MIGHT 
БЕ ТАКЕМ ዮዕዩ 
SOMEONE ELSES. 


ox THEN ALL KNEW THERE WAS 
4%, A BODY HIDDEN 

BUT I WAS ቃ 

MORE AFRAID ፦ 

OF STARVING 

TO DEATH. 


BUT NATURALLY THEY PERSISTED 
IN LOOKING IN THE WRONG PLACE. 


Nou IMAGINE MM DISMAY 
WHEN THEY FOUND 
ONE ANYWAY. 


THIS 15 
NOT A DREAM. 


THIS 15 
HOW THINGS ARE. 
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СНАРТЕВ 5ЕУЕМ 


АРУС 


[7 


NS， 


FOR OVER 
FIFTEEN YEAR 
до NOW а 


MY ENTIRE 
LIFE HAS BEEN :: 
BENT ON 


АЕТЕЕМ 
NEARS 


AND THEN 
1 NOKE ህዮ. 


THERE ARE 

WAY тоо MANY 

CAMERAS IN THIS 
BUILDING, AND TCANT 
SEEM то TORN ANY 

OF THEM OFF. 


IT WAS THE KIND OF 
DREAM... THar's ABOUT 
Ном THINGS REALLY АКЕ. 


IF T. FOUND мм, T 
COULD SANE NIM HE 
Сохо JUST WALK RIGHT 
OUT WITH ME, NOBCDYID 
DARE TOUCH HIM, 

BECAUSE ESSENTIALLY 


2 


(ES HURT, 
АКО І FEEL SO ЯБАМЧ,.. 
UKE MY Body's JUST А 
PUPPET ТМ PUSHING AROUND. 
..› PEOPLE TAK BUT IT 
DOESN'T REGISTER ... AND 
т FOREET WHAT 
THEN SAN... 


175 VERY IMPORTANT 
THAT 1 DONT FORGET 
THINGS... SOME NERY 

IMPORTANT THINGS... 


LEFT, LEPT-- 
FRONT DOOR'S 
THIS WAN-- 


T WAS... THERE WERE ALL 
THESE PEOPLE, አዚ CHASING 
THIS GOV, смиме HIM А KILLER 
з GOING TO STRING HUM UP, You 
KNOW? MAKE AN EXAMPLE. OUT 
OF HIM... AND т KNEW HE 
HADN'T DONE ANYTHING + 


WERE... JUST USING 
HUM... TO (мес ህየ 
THEIR ошм... 


/ „IN THE DREAM 
Z AS TUE KILLER. 
BUT THERE NENER 

REAUN WAS ANM- 


THATS WHY 
THE... CORPSE... V 
WAS ALL WRAPPED 


OVER... (T WAS MY 
COMPANY, MY RESON- 
"| SIGIUTY... THEY COULDNT 

N вх 


, 50... 


ሂሂ Ж 
SKINNY/ | 
і [从 Е 


IN МЧ MINDS ENE 
TM POKING THROUGH 
42 THE RUINS. 
Е 


ISNT Е 


ашыш; ке PICKING MN BONES. 


IN ZAM ОХ ара 
< IN THE BOARDROOM, THE TUNLOR SUITS 
= ERE Do EXCUSE ME, THE EXECUTWE NICE 


RE. HIGH POINTS, 
THE BIG STUFF, 


ISLANDS ዕዮ 
MEMORY. 175 COMING BACK 
To МЕ Stout, IF 


MISTY AND VAGUE, 

RENDERING ህየ THER 
REAL MEANINGS ONLY 
W Г CAN GET CLOSE. 


ONE THING'S NEW. І WAS NEVER 
THIS GOOD AT STRADDLING BOTH 
> POINTS OF VIEW. 


mp ሓፍ ዘፍ BE 
ABLE TO DOWNLAD 


ALSO... МЧ VISITORS... THEIR MINDS WERE IN МУ MIND, 
THEY FILLED IN A LOT OF THE DETAUS-- NOT SOME 
MANFRAME STRUGGLING то DRAW THINGS IN JUST 
AROUND EIER CORNER, RACING То KEEP 97 
WITH THEIR PERIPHERAL VISION AS THEN SPIN- 


т Gor (т; Z OTIT! 
I бот THE ANSWER! 
WE CAN HAVE ELSEWHERE 


27 МОЈМЕ NEVER 
HAD ^ 2087 


=== 
qm 


| 


ЕЕ 


ай 


SUPPOSED T ВЕ DANS 
SOMETHING ELSE? 


— = 
== sia) | 15 A REALLY SHIT JOB 
"d | WITH A BUNCH oF 


7 


1777 У 
ТЕТІ 


[ 
| 
it 


Мобт СЕ US DONT KNOW 
Чо) ARE THE MAJOR STOCKHOLDER. 
PE WE THINK OF YOU AS ል 

Ж, GLORIFIED ART DEPARTMENT- 


Кқ ጨጨ ss: Е 
ነ А 


Е ኩ 


WERE ALL HUMORING You. ) 
WERE WAITING FOR YOU TO LOSE INTEREST: 
71 [ZONK QUT. COLLAPSE. LIKE You ALANS Ро. 

YOU CAN'T FIRE US. $ = 


"m 


fee 


WHAT'S LEFT HAS BEEN... 
REDUCED. т FEELS FAKE. 
FLAT, UKE A DRAWING, ANO 


GOD. т5 So 
BORING. т 

CAN'T STAND 
BOREDOM. 
WHAT AMI 
GONNA 707 


IF ONLY 
— ҹ̧оџ'р... 


DONE AS 
You WERE 
TOLD... 


1755... STILL 
NoT Тоо LATE... 


- WF Youd... JUST 
KILLED YOURSELF... 
WHEN YoU WERE 
MEANT TO DIE... 


YOU WOULDN'T.. 
НАМЕ RURT ALL 
THOSE PEOPLE... 


YOU cou.» HAVE 
BEEN ል DEMON 
- VOICE BY NOW... 


I DO KNOW YOURE 
MINE то DO WITH 
AS T PLEASE. 


HOW LONG MANE YOU BEEN SINCE MEDA AND 
СЕО OF THE ELSE WHERE LEWIS WHITE FOUNDED 
CORPORATION Z \т; Nes? 


IT WAS You WHO 
ENCOURAGED THEM 
то INCORPORATE, 


ON 


You WHo ADVISED THEM то 
ALLOW MAGRI TO KEEP ELSEWHERE 
LOCKED УР INSIDE HIS HEAD Too? 


EVERY DIRECTION HE 
HAS TAKEN, ENERY THING AT 
WHICH HE'S AIMED THE CONSIDERABLE 
FORTUNES OF “THIS COMPANY, 
YOUR DECISIONS. 


YOV WHO HANNE You „Жо наме. 
RON OUR STOCK INTO COMPLETELY [ሀና 
THE GROUND- CONTROL. ዕዮ WM- 


YES. TVE DONE A (от: 
TUE RON THIS COMPANY. 
PERHAPS т HAVE RON TINTO 
TUE GROUND, IT HAPPENS 
THAT WAY SOMETMES-- 


SS 


IF ANY ዕዮ You BOTHERED TO 
READ THE COMPANY BYLAWS, 
NOU KNOW T RUN ELSEWHERE 
BY PROXY, AND THAT PROXY 
ADHERES To МЕ, МОТТО 
MY POSITION AS CHIEF 
EXECUTE OFFICER: 


115 МТ YOURS 
TO PASS ом то 
A Neu СЕО. 


NNN 


ү 


ју 


e 


EFFECTNE 
IMMEDIATELY. 


А RATHER HIGH- 

RANKING OFFICER WAS TO 

PAY ME A SOCIAL CALL ON 

WEDNESDAY. WITH ME GONE, 

I EXPECT IT WILL HANE TO 
A BE ^N OFFICIAL М\5\т. 


\ ү, A 


4 A 2222222238 YOU'RE Nor Ашоцео 16 SPEND 
bed PORI 7 WHERE meie is ALWAYS [ТЕ RET oF YOUR UFE WHINING 
ENOUGH FOR A 4 REAL! PART HE SEAS у 
ГА 9 IF YoU WANTS 
መወ INSULT! |) RAW PAN 
E INK AND BLOOD 


IN THERE, I KNOW, Г 
CAN SMELL ЕМ-- 


AHÍ PONNY WORD, 
“ESCAPE” 


WHAT? г N'T! 
IM NoT CREATIVE! 
ТМ Nor MAGRI! PLEASE, 
I TUST LIKE THE STUPID 
STUFF І UKE ESCAPE, 
I'M Nor--- 


? Look, AMO... EITHER You 
то WHAT? GOT A GIRLFRIEND? Teu ME А STORY, OR TILL 
А BAFRIENDZ HANE то TELL үру ONE. 


ል MAN NAMED MAGRI. 
HE WAS AFRAID 
OF PEOPLE. 

HE мере A 

REFUGE FoR HIMSELF 
INSIDE HIS HEAD. 
ል WHOLE WORLD. 
A WORLD WITH 
No РЕОРСЕ 


AND HIS MIND WAS 
50 REMARKABLE THAT THEY 
HIT HIM WITH THE SCIENCE 
STICK UNTIL PEOPLE COULD 

GET NTO WS WORLD 
То SEE m. 


ALONG AND TIED 
KNOTS IN YOU, 
DONT 12 


You AND 


AND MAGRI ПЕР HUNDREDS 
ын ኒ ል KNOT IN HIS MIND OF OTHER 
ኒ AND PUT ENERYTHING HE 
3 THOUGHT HE DON'T 
ያ UKE INTO IT. 


се 
) THAT'S МЕ, 
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NON-- MOST OF THOSE PEOPLE ARE 
FINE NOW. FOR THEM, IT WAS TUST A 
MOMENTARN THING --THE NEURO- 

LOGICAL EQUIVALENT OF AN ICE- 


MAYBE YoJRE IN A HOSPITAL, 
WITH ል BUNCH OF DOCTORS TRYING 
TO COME UP WITH FANCY WANS TO 

SAY WAY THE HELL YOU WON'T 


Y'KNOW, CHARITY 
PATIENTS HANE NO 
RIGHTSZ THEY САМ 
DO ANYTHING THEN 
WANT WITH You. 


BUT SOME БОРЦЕ 
JUST DONT SEEM То 
GET OVER IT, AND 

YOU'RE ONE OF 

THEM. 


МАЧВЕ YOURE STIL АГ 
YOUR DESK, Ви HOOKED UP, 
DROOLING AWAY, EAZ 


OR MAYBE NORE IN ል 
P | NUT HOUSE ALREADY. A Nice 
1 GARDEN WARD, WHERE TREY 
KEEP “HE VEGETABLES? 


Тел ME ONE, AND IT WON'T You'Re NOT USED Të vr, 
HAVE TO BE THAT WAY, " So ITS ል ИТТЕ WERD, BUT 
TELL ME ONE. A YOU GOTTA DO SOME THINGS You 
WOULDN'T USUALLY Do То RATE 
AROUND THINGS THAT 
AIN'T WORKING. 


YOU GOT To MAKE 
YOUR OWN THREAD 
To симе тот 


| Ч TRY THIS-- WHATS THE 
NOY STUPIDEST THING THAT'S 
« ENER HAPPENED Te 1002. 


LAST TIME You 
ЗАР “WHAT i" og 
“WOULDN'T IT ве 


I GUESS... І WAS WATCHING... AND THE GUY'S THINKING ABOUT 
SOME DUMB THING. THIS 6945 How) GENIES SCREW You UP. 


GOT А BOTTLE. А GENIE BOTTLE, No MATTER WHET You 
RIGHT? Big OLD TACKY SAY, THEY'RE GONNA MESS 
UP WHAT You WISH FOR, 
CAUSE THATS WHAT GENIES 
AND LEPRE CHAUNS AND 
USERS AND SHIT 
Uke THAT Do 


HE GETS ҮС FROM SOME SKEENY 
OLD GUN IN А FONKN. OL! SHOP, Y'KNOW, 
Uke NOTHING You бет FROM А GUY 
UKE THAT CAN BE СООР-- 


Ш, So, So X. DON'T KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED NEXT, CAUSE (TWAS STUAD 
AND I SORTA ZONED OUT RIGHT THEN, 
BUT T THOUGHT, Y'KNOW, WHAT (F-- 


DON'T WORRY 


GE Ч 
Әле 


~-WHAT IF JUST АЗ HE 
Tops THE CORK, HE BRINGS 
THE BOTTLE UP то RS MOUTH 
REAL FAST, AND-- AND-- 


\ 


MYSTERY DATE 


‘part опе: 


оддкм, 
ALL фонт, 
1 ADMIT ат. 
TNE. SWEET-TALKED 
A BETTER GRADE OUT OF 
А TEACHER OR TWO. 


፲ WORK, 1 STUDY. 
BUT SOMETIMES YA GOTTA 
DO WHAT YA GOTTA DO WHEN 
AU. АМЧВООЧ CARES ABOUT 
15 YOUR GRADE. 


Nou, ITS ONE THING 2 ENEN IF You DO GET 
LE YOUR PROFESSOR (5 AN А NOT- QutTe- HUMAN, 
ORDINARY GUY... MOSTLY ) የ Z HEN, А GUY'S А GUY- 

ጄዛ WILL BE, АГА š 

BIG UNIVERSITY. 


WHAT NOUD CALL СОРОН" 
ONER WITH CONFIDENCE THAT 
TD GET ANYWHERE WITH 

THIS ONE, HOVER- 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR А.А. ZIVANCENIC, 
НЕКЕ Оң SANCTUARY FROM THE CITY OF 
ЗАМЕСЕК, PhD SEVERAL TIMES NER-- 
XENOLOGY, ANTHROPOLOGY, PALEOZOOLOSY. 


I DONT KNOW WAY т MEAN I'VE 
HE'S BUND. т DON'T KNOWN BLIND 

ENEN KNOW 16 HE 15-- PEOPLE AND HE 

HE SURE DOESN'T DOESN'T USE ANY 
ACT LIKE IT. OF THe TRICKS THEY 
USE To DO THINGS 
06 GET AROUND. 


X DUNNO WHAT 
Two A's 
STAND FOR. 


NOR DO т KNOW How 
HE LOST HIS LEGS OR. 


WAY HE CHOSE TO EB 
WEAR PROSTHETIC 
ONES DESIGNED 1 
FOR AUESKE. /7 
107 
Е == So МАЧВЕ. THE ርኗል АМ- AN- CHEN- LC. IT 
BANDANNAS A POUTICAL و‎ кәй 
FASHION eae OFF THE TONGUE. 
ry STATEMENT: DUNNO. 
2 WHAT I DO KNOW ABOUT HIM 
IS LIMITED TO 46 REPUTATION 
a З AS A SCIENTIST, WHICH 15 MATOR, 
Банны” So OF COURSE HE'S NEVER IN 
7 5 CLASS, AND HIS TEMPER, WHICH 
7 E 15 ALSO MAJOR, ፍዕ USUALLY 
© THATS NOT SUCH A BAD THING. 
Жы | || 
БЕТІ 
= m 
222% Х- W 
222 2 
а 
2 шон 
A 
2 5 
HIS HOME CITY-- JANECEK - - 
4 HAS SOME PRETTY EXTREME 
IDEAS ABOUT HEALTH САВЕ. 11213) 83 АВ, РЕР 
O AND GENENC PURITY. FROM 
WHAT т HEAR, THEN THINK л л Л УВ 
5 (9) VF YOU GET SICK, YOU'RE 
А Ч FLAWED, AND YOU'RE А 
SS DANGER To тие. GENE. 
POOL. 
MANGE HE'S š 
Gor SOME FUNKY 
3 N 5 DISEASE. 7 Š 
о с Р 
4 t @ 
È So IT WAS WITH 
5 y THESE CHEERY 
ПОД THOUGHTS THAT I 
x Š 535 4 CONTEMPLATED 
< e MN SAITTY GRADE 
N N Я AND TRODGED ОР 
< m % e то HIS OFFICE IN 
N = ል SHORT SKIRT- 
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T CALL IT 
“ME “CRYSTAL 
BALL" MOMENT: 
THE LOOK көлі 
GETS ON HIS 


175 QUITE А TWIST TO МЕ, TOO-- USUALLY ТМ 50 
DISTRACTED BY OTHER PEOPLE'S INCESSANT DREAMING 
ABOUT SEX THAT Т'ЧЕ NENER NOTICED ANYONE TRYING 
TO HONE ACTUAL PHYSICAL SEX WITHOUT MUCH IN 

THE WAY OF MENTAL AROUSAL. 


Ч 


ONE ОЕ YOUR 
ABANDONED 
STUDENTS HAS 
A PROPOSAL 
FOR yov. 


ሪካ 


YOUNG LADY, YOU ARE MAKING YOUR ATTEMPT BUNDERED 
BY MISONDERSTANDING. THE DEMANDS OF OUR FIELD- 
WORK HAVE KEPT US AWAN A GREAT DEAL THIS YEAR, 
AND A LOT OF CONFUSION HAS RESULTED CONCERNING 
WHO (5 TEACHING WHICH CLASSES. THE SECTION IN 
አዚኣ YOU ARE PERFORMING SO DXSMAUN (5 ACTUALLY 
BEING TAUGHT BY MY COPROFESSOR, 
HEXOHOLOI SUAR. 


N M 


ከ 


EXHILARATING- 
THAT RIDE WAS... 


DESCRIBING Hou) 


EN 


IT WAS LIKE 
REAM 


АР! 


FETISH TD HAD 
AT AGE TWELVE... 


I REALLY WANTED To 
LET бо AND S\T ህ BUT 
IT REMINDED МЕ oF 

THE REQUISITE HORSE 
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IF YOU'LL 
ECHSCUSE МЕ 
2958 А MOMENT, 
Mises WARY. 


ዘሠዩዘጾዉ፤-- 
RRRG ~ 
UK-A ከህፍ Al 


TI 


(15 DR. SHAR, TM SURE HE 1S. 
SR-- HE'S SICK- ° T THANK You ON HIS 
HE'S THROWING BEHALF FOR SHOWING 

ህየ ALL NER-- HIM А 6000 TIME. 


YOU ARE GETTING WHAT You 
CAME FOR, AND HAVE HAD A 
RARE EXPERIENCE AS WELL. 
I DON'T See How You ARE 
OWED AN EXPLANATION 
то. : 
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“THEN WERE кот MADE BY 
HUMANS, АМО THE SHARE 


THE THINGS THAT 
(ህይ THEM PHYSICAL 
PLEASURE ARE ALSO 
NER DIFFERENT: 


2А] 


| 


“THEN DERNE INTENSE PLEASURE FROM 
RUNNING, FROM CARING HELPLESS YOUNG 
ON THEIR BACKS, FROM REGURSITATING 
INTO THE MOUTHS OF WER 
OFFSPRING: 
"SINCE SHAR CAN'T 
REASONABLY EXPECT 
NOU то Do THAT FOR HIM, = 
HE DOES WHAT YOU YOUVE GEN. 
с HIM AGREAT DEAL 
OF ENTONMENT AT 
VERN UTTLE COT TO 
\ YOURSELF, AND HE'LL ET 5 
3 | NO DOUBT CHANGE LONELY, AND 


` ) YOUR GRADE. HE HAS Мо FAITH 

4| IN THE GRADING 
e 

АТА PLEASE DONT 


S OS 
A уы ADNERTISE THIS. 
š (Т. 
19 


А i N EN ` d N NN WES 12272 


> 


А ` 1A я 
DESE ጻጸ71በመጻጻ=ው:።ፖ፦ጋ 
OTHER INSTRUCTORS SUR Md E BEHIND ME. AND T KNEW 
то ATTEND 70. тоок, THAT DI. TWAS IN LOVE. 
фор DAY, 
tss 


б» 


. денот 


= 
2 


оң мч бор, 
YOU'RE мот 
SERIOUS. 


NT 


ART, МЧ ASS-- 


How THE HELL CAN 
THEY CHARGE SO 
MUCH? ЕМЕМ ЈЕ I 

WAS GANG TO 

PAY For SEX-- 


— JNS 
WHATS THE MATTER? шад ВИ 
AT LIAN-TIN You GET THE » 20 
NICEST PEOPLE 
MONEY САМ BUY. 
и Y 
To, 7 = 
SAS x 
О, pis < 
Ay; ] 
š ~ Й 
~ за 2 
U x 
/ 
A 
2 522 
S 


SY weu, Е NoULDNT 
PAN FoR THE MANGY 
BREED oF Ho You HANE 
1) WHERE You GREW UP. Мог 
UKE THEY DON'T RAVE SAD 
MATTRESSBACKS MERE, Е 
YOU WANT CHEAP You 
CAN GET CHEAP THESE 
PEOPLE ARE DIFFEREN; 
МУ ASS. 


175 STILL 
JUST A 
FUCK 
CLUBS AL icr; 
АЦ. RIGHT; IF a 
YOU DON'T WANT N 
== TRY ANYTHING 
чы, 


FAR RE (ና 
ж 


ALL HN UFE ALL Z 
ENER WANTED TO BE 
WAS A PROSTITUTE. 


HOME WAS A SMALL 
PLACE, AND PRETTY 
REMOTE. JUST А WIDE 
ROT WHERE TWo 
ROADS AND A RIVER. 
CoME TOGETHER. 
МЧ INSPIRATION WAS 
MISS OTHMAR, АМ 
ARTIST WHO ВИСТА 
BIG HOUSE NEAR My 
TOWN ርና Ye WANT 
To (AU (የ атақ)... 


WHEN Т 
WAS TOLD 
SHE WAS 
FiFTY 
YEARS OD, 
I COULDN'T 


EVEN OLD Mg. SATVATIT, 
WHO WAS THE OLDEST MAN 
IN TOWN, WAS ONLY вовтчи 


| MISS HENNA WAS RETIRED 


AND RICH ENOUGH ТО ВЕ ል 
PRINCE HERSELF, SHE HAD 
ONLY TWO слем, BUT 
HEY, WE WAS THE WAR 
KING OF REDMARK! 


CF COURSE THE OTHER 
WAS OLD MR. SATYAJIT. 
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MY PARENTS DIDN'T EXACTLY EXPECT 
МЕ ТО бо THIS ROUTE, Вл ITS NOT 
LIKE THEY WERE UPSET. T WAS BOUND 
FOR THE TEMPLE ANYWAY; SEX CRAFT 
15 SORT oF A FAMILY TRADITION. 


IT USED To BE COMMON 
FOR OLDEST DAUGHTERS 
AND YOUNGEST SONS То GO 
INTO THE PRINCES' PLEASURE 


GARDENS AND SEND PILES 


OF MONEY HOME FOR DOWRIES . 


ЇЕ ҮГ ALL WORKED OUT, Your 
BROTHERS COULD BW YOUR. 
WAY HOME, AND ТИЕМ THE 
TEMPLE WAS ALL RIGHT... 


IT WAS HONORABLE. 
OR AT LEAST ROMANTIC. 


BUT WE HAVEN'T HAD ANY PRINCES 
FoR A LONG TIME, AND You'Re Nor 
SUPPOSED To MAKE MONEY IN THE. 
TEMPLE. MOM DIDN'T WANT ME TO 


60 OFF To ONE OF THE BIG DoMED 
CITIES, SHE'D HEARD THAT HORRIBLE 


THINGS COULO HAPPEN TO KIDS WHO 
DON'T MAKE NAMES ЊЕ THEM~ 
SEINES. SHE JUST DIDN'T WANT 
ME To MNE So FAR AWAY. 


I KNOW 1 Gor 
LUCKY WHEN MISS 
OTHMAR SPONSORED 
МЕ To UAN-TIN. 
WHEN I FIND ል 
PATRON, ЧЕ ዕዩ SHE 
WILLBE ONE OF 
THE BEST. 


MY FRIENDS SAN 
т.м SHELTERED. 
1 DONT See How 
X САМ Ве -- NONE 
OF THEM HANE 
ENER BEEN our 
OF Tus ር/7ሃ/ 


ИН 
Z mm 


ፖይ 
= 


MRS, К AND МАМА Jo 
OWN AND RON LIAN-TIN. 
МАМА 70 NERSEES 
THE BUSINESS AND MRS. 
K 15 THE HEADMISTRESS, 
WHAT CooL OLD BATS; 
САМ Чо) BELIEVE THEY'RE 
NOT Lovers? 


THIS LIFE 15 

А PLEASANT 

SIMPLE САТОМ 

OF ል COMPLEX 
THING. 


1 CAN'T BELIEVE How FEW JERKS ЗЕ THE, UN, THE PROS 
TVE RUN INTO HERE. THERE ARE ARE GONS AND GIRS, AND 
ENOUGH STUDENTS, I GUESS; SEEMS | 50 ARE THE, А, CLIENTS, WEL 
UKE THERE'S ANNS SOMEBODY S= Aata то Yoy Teut ie 
FOR EVEN борч, No MATTER WHO, [M 15 WHICH? i 

AND THEY MANAGE To Fino each | RELAAK. 


OTHER , EVERY DAN. 

IT ВЕАЦЯ 15 LIKE ል BIG PARTY 
THAT FLOWS FAST, THEN SLOW; А 
BIG BALLROOM WITH MUSICIANS 
FILING IN AND OUT, THREE LITTLE 
PUBS, ALLTHE ROOMS UPSTAIRS... 
AND NOBODY PUKING IN THE BATH- 
ROOMS, NOBODY MEAN DRONK; TUE 
KNOWN CLIENTS WHO COME HERE 
To SLEEP WH us. Just SLEEP! 


EN 
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`" WELL, NOT EXACTLY THE 
ONCE МАМА Jo SHOWED ጅመጠ BASEMENT, we DON'T HAVE 


ME. AN IMMENSE MACHINE А BASEMENT EXACTLY, BUT 
IN THE BASEMENT -- UNDERNEATH, CERTAINLY, 
UNDERNEATH ENERYTING- 


IT WAS HOOKED INTO 

THE HEAT, The AIR， 

ME ELECTRIC (ту, 
THE WATER -- 


ШТ 


МАМА JO TALKS IN A 
LOW MUTTER; SHE HASN'T 
GOT MANN TEETH AND SHE 


САГ 
SHUTS UP IF YOU ASK HER ኣላሽ አከከ, ) 
To REPEAT HERSELF -- к \\\ | | 
DAD ттт 
SHE WAS TELUNG ME -- 
SHE WAS TELUNG ME 
THAT IT CAN'T ACTUALLY 
CHANGE PEOPLE. IF 
THE CROWD 15 HAPPY, 
IT woN'T Go SOUR. 
No FIGHTS, No BARFING. 


REN 


AND SHE STOOD THERE. 
EXPECTING ME TO SEE 
THE FUP SIDE OF (т, AND 
т DIDN'T, BUT WT SEEMED 
REALLY IMPORTANT THAT 
T NEEDED то KNow AND 
THAT T SHOULD LET tT бо 
ALL AT THE SAME TIME. 


| 
| 
በጠ Жый, | 


Wal ma”. 


ROME] 
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1 GUESS THAT 
COULD HANE BEEN 
A DREAM, THOUGH 
‘cause 1 NENER 

FOUND THAT ROOM 

AGAIN AND 1 SURE 
WASN'T GONNA ASK 
МАМА Jo ABOUT IT 
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I СМЕ Most 

OF MN REGULAR 

CLASSES AT THE 
UNIVERSITY. 


BUT IT's HARDLY 

МУ SALVATION 

THAT MATTERS, 
115 His. 


INE сот GOOD FRIENDS AND ል GOOD 
ROOMMATE. AND A GOOD CHANCE AT A 
CAREER. I'VE ENEN SORT oF GOTTEN 
NER THIS (DEA І HAD THAT ENERY- 
BODY IN THE CITY WOULD BE AS WISE 
AND OLD AS CHARICA TREES. 


I UNE TWO WONDERFUL 
MEN, WHETHER ов, NOT 
THEY Love ME. 


444 ЯАНг 4 BUT MRS. К STILL HASN'T AWARDED 


МЕ MY DEGREE, АКО I THINK І SEE 
(119 НІМІЗИА юм. z Ам suck ак ет: г DON'T 
HAVE АМ OLD MR. ЗАТЧАЛТ 


ALL THE TRULY GREAT ARTISTS ARE HEALERS, 
IT'S THE Soul AND SUBSTANCE 6ኛ THE ART: 


WITHOUT IT WE'RE JUST PLAYTINNGS , PARTY 
FAVORS, OR WORSE. 


"CLASSIC" 


Sea. чулу 
| nea one ከ ን ла, үес 
ps uses тнт NAN зен US Der чм ҮХЛЭЭ [re 
ме саме лсе ر‎ | BEEZ J ns We 
сод / ges? You THE PROBLEM WITH ЕД - 25 
боов. | Тын | TAKING THESE CLASSES ጦም M WELL, TAS 
цэ TAUGHT В а SUIS ве sors BACK, 
TU IMPRESSIVE- BE 
қөзі በመዘ IS IAT ዝዬ MIGHTY - AND~ OHHH, BoY. 
WAS А GENUS. \MPRESSWE-BIG-SHOTS. HERE comes 
area, VA ALMOST NENER ACTUALY SIMON LEGREE 
пее Ч TEACH THEM. Now. 


мей мыше Үлү / Ceo, т 


P. Тез, 
[me EX 
merce 42273153 UT UC AS НП 
UN Тыю Days, аё ው ARES WEY, т | осле Tm, | SEE wr 
iuro [e me] NTE | OE СЕУ pop 
[09222 ERTL = SES отне медет “быт. 
КЕЗ? соусы иене GIA 8ር5 ጊዛ ын 
E = 
енгені 
за ES 
| у cm d 
| 4 መእ) ረሙ d 
21 
и 
መሥ ke A Y 
ote di እ w] S 
ا‎ ሯሯጭቼ 
й WHR SS WHEN 1 LEFT YOU LAST SUMMER, SOME. PALTRY FEW OF ЧОО WERE 


т REFUSE TO PONDER WHAT TWO QUARTERS UNDER 

THE HEAVY HAND OF MY RENERED COLLEAGUE DR. 

TORNALDSSEN HAS WROUGHT, SO WITHOUT FURTHER 
ADO, LET US APPRAISE THE DAMAGE. 


SHOWING FAINT SIGNS OF WRESTING FROM THOSE KNOTS ATOP 

OUR. SPINAL COLUMNS THE FIRST FLICKERINGS OF THE LOGICAL 

INDUCTIVE THINKING COUPLED WITH THE SPECULATIVE IMAGINATION 
REQUIRED BY THE DISCIPLINES OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND PALEOZOOLOGY. 


N SA 
р I | 2 
B ኤሔር 
CONA p КО 
Ша _ 
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THESE THREE VENERABLE TOMES 
CONSTITUTE THE FOUNDATIONS AND 


<> 


IF т HEAR. THAT ANN ONE OF You 


STANDARDS OF ARCHAEOLOGY, HAS READ MORE THAN THE TITLES ON 
CULTURAL RECONSTRUCTION, AND THE SPINES oc АМЧ OF THESE, THAT FURMERMORE, YOU Wu ec 

ANCIENT LANGUAGE. STUDENT WILL GE. DISMISSED FROM | DENIED ADMISSION TO ANY OTHER 

MN CLASS. CLASS IN MY COURSE OF STUDY. 
A I URGE YOU NOT то TEST МЕ 
= = IN THIS. 
E 1 т ~“ 
= uno m ^ ІП M | 
= ан" i 
=: 了 1 
መመመ 
`= М т T 
= ርጋ У е Ра 


ES ~ 
Га ሐጸ ር "a (UP бөле вота WONDER лоот А 
ТЫ АЛЛЕ ~ ee 

< CAN'T ENEN STOP LECTURING 


BRING ል ТЕБУ ጋ 


OLUE, THAT COLD і SWEETS TO 
NOSE or YOURS 1 THE SWEET... 
OUGHT то BE 1 SHOCKS To THE 
REGISTERED AS GWTTON FOR 
A LETHAL ጵ. PUNISHMENT. 


IN А CLASS TAUGHT BY ል 
MAN FAMED FOR H!S 
ABILITY TO INSPIRE 
CREATIVITY. 


NOU, | 
NOW... Y MUST TRUST. 


пе ката ы HAS DE d 
T 
TÉ 


cm 24 


DIDN'T I TELL 

YOU WHAT TD 
DO iF You 
READ MY 
Books 2 


"FUTTT 
Ш 


HE 
EXAMINATION! 


ከ 


ML 


3 у ሠ " 
152 Ny S 


RREALLY 
NECESSSARY, 
ZUNANCENIC? /%2 


BESIDES, AND ME A 

TEACHER WHO DOESN'T Е 

DO THIS FROM ПМЕ | 
X 


qu 


HIRE HER, Е YOURE 
зо TIRED OF SLEEPING 
ALONE. AS LONG 


AS SHE TYPES. 


ТІ | 


[ ተን ul 


“уа DATE MEMEA TOMAN, 


ROSEN 
РАК. GS, 


SORA | ኮኗና/ዊሂፎ፡ጭነ сэрэл STEED WEE 


ТУ 60 ND READ HELEN Kele s 
BIOGRAPHY OF ANNIE SULLIVAN, AND 


LEARN Hou! INADEQUATE: YOUARE 
TO YOUR ASPIRATIONS / 


д 
ry 


«р 


' 4, 122: ХА 
Des RN 1% 
au SAN 


| 
Д) 


ЖУ 
RR 


XXI 
RR 
VOX XT 9% 
с OY 
ZELLE 
RR 


POOR HECHI-AH. LOOKING 
FOR GODISNT EASY, IS 172 


LOOK, ሂ10-- IS THERE 


SOME SPECIAL 15 THERE 


REASON WHY YOU SOME SPECIAL, 
Do THIS? REASON ፔ 
SHOULDN'T 2 
2 
= 
0 Ed 


Look, UTTLE SISTER; THIS (5 NOT BACK 

HOME IN THE TOOLIES THESE ARE NOT 

HOLY МЕМ THEY'RE DRUNKS AND 

WRAY HEADS, AND YOU AIN'T HELPING 
THEM BY DOING 

AW, LOU. LET "вв Tus. 

ВЕ. I THINK 5865 


| МИ = 
| ti 


ШИШ 


| “Ут 


Y 


NEAR, ACTUALLY, THIS IS, WHAT, THE THIRD 


COLD ONE YOUNE TURNED IN THIS 

MONTH? AND TNE SEEN 100 GINNING: 
MONEN TO THE WARM ONES, AND NOT 
CHANGE EITHER, SERIOUS MONEY. 
WHAT (5 


[ Е ! D ) 
: шиний наан!!! 
YOU'RE СОММА GET ROBBED OR RAPED. 
“THEN GONNA START LANING FOR NOU, 
CAUSE THEN KNOW YOU CARRY A LoT 
OF MONEY ON YOU. THEY'RE TAKIN’ А 
DRUG OF HERE. THAT MAKES ЕМ 
UKE To SET PEOPLE ON FIRE, 
UNDERSTAND? 


AMBULANC 


КЮ 


WHERE I COME FROM, THE MEN WHO 
SITON THE SIDE OF THE ROAD ARE 
TREATED WITH RESPECT: NOBODY 
WOULD EVEN THINK OF NOT HELPING 
THEM IF THEY NEED HELP. AND ЛЕ 
THEN HAVE MORE THAN THEY NEED, 
THEY FEED THE LOST CHILDREN ~- 


THATS HOW THEY'RE SPENDING YOUR 
MONEY. YOU ARE ONLY HELPING TO 
MAKE А BAD PROBLEM WORSE 6¥ 
BUTTIN' IN WHERE YOURE NOT 
WANTED, YOO FoLLoW Є 


се 


(7% 
Я 


| 


Vx 


CUT "ЕК SOME SLACK, ላዩ I CATCH YOU DOING THIS AGAIN, ГМ ይላ Lou! SHES ል 
LOU. SHE'S JOST TRYIN’ GONNA TAKE STEPS. GET SMART; VARY MATRIZA! You KNOW THEN 
TO DO RIGHT. AIN'T LAKNA SAGARANANDA. LEAVE THESE GOTNo SENSE. YOU JUST 
THAT RIGHT, miss? GUYS ALONE! MADE HER MAD. SHES 
GONNA 60 RUSTLE UP TEN, 
= Now “ላ TWELVE MORE ТООАЧ, JUST 
ማው SON. TO Sio You sues 


ኢቺ > Y 
u^ Ор A ш 


TA 


ALLS I KNOW 15, 1 SEE ONE MORE. 
ANGEL O' MERCY GO TITS- UP DOWN- 
TOWN AT CHARITY HOSPITAL'S BURN 
WARD, т DON KNOW WHAT ТМО Do. 


WATER WALKERS, MAN... 
No BETTER'N THE BUMS, 
IN THEIR WAY. 


SHAR, ТМЕ TRIED TO 
TELL You; HUMANS DON'T 
WORK THAT WAY. WE'RE 
SSERTAIN NOT LIKE YOU, WE DON'T 
THAT HE 55 ЦАМЕ ASPECIAL TIME 
ሜ ма ОЕ YEAR FOR SEX- 


NOU CANT Excupecr 
ሺ RESHPOND (Е 


A ТА = DO- COODER. 


BUT T JUST KNOW 
1 COULD HELP нім 
IF HE'D LET ME. 


J= === 
155 THISH y 


NOT 5307 


ЦЕ HASS FULFILLING Л ИШ A RTT WELL —PERHAPSH I АМ МОТ 
WORK, APLACE ዕዩ | | ( Е THE BESST JUDGE OF HUMAN. 
RRESPECT WITHIN HAPPINESSS. BUT (T SEEMSH 
HIS FIELD ENOUGH To ME THAT NOU ARE MORE 
MONEY то LE ሪ ` UNHAPPY BY FAR THAN ZIV- 
WITHIN HIS яа E ANCENIC. (T 155 YOU WHO 
TASTES... 5 3 ራቸ 5 ARE бет ОР To ВЕ -- 
DESPERATE. 


WTS ое 
PEOPLE WHO 
LOOK AS (F 
THEY HAVE 
EVERYTHING. 
ARE STILL 
UNING EMPTY, 
DESPERATE 


БАМИ МАЛ 
ን | 
m | 


Ч) 


7) Ч 
Os 
an 
ОА 


TIMETAGETUP በዓ 

у Ties cene 1т5 
TAGETU 
TIME МА 


ኻኑ 


| 
(ШІ | 
sey M 


1 


| 
ч ЧІ [ , AES Ç 
NE 
! 72. AK 
“ОО 


ዐዐ Чоо KNOW HOW LONG 175 BEEN | 74 ЗОМТН! CONGRATULATIONS, PET МАМА 
SINCE T SLEET IN, чо ENDOREAIN | 7 YE сан READ) С TO HASNT TAUGHT THAT CLASS ON 
JUNKIE T DON'T емен HANE ANY Š IMPOTENCE THERAPY IN ABOUT 

68, ги бег 

You HANE, You 

AMBULATORY 

TONGUE -- 


TS А RARE AND CHALLENGING 
SPECIALTY. IF SWE TAKES YoU ON 
AS ል MAJOR STUDENT, WHEN YoU 
GRADUATE YOU'LL BE AN ASSET 
To ANY HOUSE. YOU'LL BE IN 


A-HEMM-- HELLO ЗЕЕ, ITS VARY. 
I'M 50000 зовем, eur т CAN'T со 
TO DINNER WITH You TONIGHT. г 
MANE А NERY IMPORTANT, TOTALLY 
UNEXPECTED CLASS TO ATTEND, (TS 
AREALLY RARE. OPPORTUNITY, 


AND 5 JUST CAN'T-- | 


С 


መ 
А МА 
> 
No, REALLY, YOURE MORE 


THAM WELCOME То соме. 
HELE, You ENOW: 


WHAT? Nes, You 
CAN SLEEP OVER IN 
TUS 


DORM, 
You Stuy! 


VARY, THIS 15 YOUR FANORITE YOURE HAPPY ENOUGH TO SEE 
INSTRUCTOR SPEAKING... HAVE GRL- ? THEM HERE, IN THE HOUSE, 
NOU ENER HAD A BOYFRIEND? 5 GUT NEVER OJNSIDE- 


YOURE NOTA COMCUBINE, EITHER, 
No MATTER HOW You WERE 
TRAINED AS А KID, WELL, 

YOURE. NOT EVEN A 


jj или 
en] 


гм JUST PURSUING A SIMPLE UFE 
MANGE IN VAIN, T DON'T KNOW- BUT 
THE CLIENTS ARE NICE FOLKS, Г 

GOT «o9 AND BAX TO SNUGGLE 

WTA ANO TALK. TO. TIM 

LEARNING AN ART THAT 

BENEFITS THE SUFFERING 

AND ENRICHES THE HEALTHY ~ 

МЧ WORK 6 МЧ DREAM JOB. 


REALLY, GIRL. 
TUS ISNT UKE 


ል የሄደበዕኳ 
ON оооцрев. 
MEN. Т DON'T 
ENEN МЕАМ 
ONLY BEING 


‘SOME Guys LAUGH A RL 
INTO THE SACK; OTHERS WHINE 
AND POPE ҷойи TAKE PITY ON 
THEM. WHININ' NEVER WORKED SS 
ON You! Чойке ል LAUGHER: A 
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“YOURE А NERY 
CONNE RTIONAL 
GRAM NE WOMAN’ SAT WOW? 

= - “ERRE OTHER 


ARE NOU BENNING INTO 
THAT ‘UNDERSTANDING 
ре TEN WORDS FOR THAT 


WAN OF SELUNG 


HERE COMES 
TOILET PAPER, WIRING 


AN 


ya 
ЁС 
My 
N 3 TN, MEAN To МЕ. 


«= 


NAW хо aw ЊЕ 


SHE WAS 


GIRLS THE SHE COULD MAKE 
ferri а ፍል ን MMEREND.— e YY ኦፕ ANN- 


HUSBAND T COULD 

CATCH FOR THIS ONE, 
WITH THESE GREAT 
соціо exes! 


ENEN THE BWE-RINSE 
MAFIA, THE OLD LADIES 
WHO RAN EVERYTHING. 


WHAT WILL ро HER, 
PROUD THERE 15 
NOT AN HER FACE, 
To BE SURE. 
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MT SEEMED ONLY RIGHT; SHE CYCLED THE 
SE ፈል ይሁ THE BEST GIRLS IN AND OUT, 
IDEAS, THE BEST GAMES- ACCORDING TO 


SHE COULD HANE THEM ALL 

ROLLING WITH LAUGHTER 

OR REDUCED То TEARS IN 
AN INSTANT: UKE A 


т CAN'T UNDERSTAND WHY 
TREY STANED AROUND. 
IT WAS AL RIGHT FOR ME, 
CAUSE SHE МЕЧЕЙ GCT 
NASTY то МЕ, BUT THEY- 
WHY DO THEN TAKE SO 
MUCH CRAP OFF HER? 


NS | 


І HAD THS IDEA 

THAT FI DIDN'T 

MEAN ANY НАЕМ, 
т COULDNT BE 
DOING ANY HARM: 


No REAL. 
HARM. 
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— 
22 


ኣ АХ 
222. на 
TUNE ANOTHER FRIEND 
ከ001 WELL, SHES A 
Й TEACHER'S ASSISTANT REALLY. 


\ 


THE BIG SISTER Г 
NEVER HAD. OR WAS. 


GETTING SUCH 
A HEADACHE .. 
TURN THE Music 


Й SHES AROUND; ип 


IM AFRAID 
оғ HER. 


ዘ 
ei 从 


THE ВЕАЛЧ. 
ҮГ WAS РАКЕ. 
WELL, Nor FAKE 
EXACTLY, Вот 


СКЕАТЕР. 


7 


n 17 4) CREATED, 
ы 209) YOU KNOW, FROM 
токе ጨመ FEN А CERTAIN LOOK, 
А OR,LIKE, А SET 


JkNow THE Ве 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 


16 THE CLOTH? SIUK 
OR COTTON. 


IT WAS A BIG 


DEAL THE DAY Т 
LOOKED IN MOM'S 
MIRROR AND KNEW 
І HAD WHAT 


< 


І MEAN, THERE І 
WAS, JUST ANOMER DUMB 
GIRL WITH HAIR ALL DOWN MY 
BACK, KNEE DEEP IN SHT 
IN THE RICE PADDIES, 


MATERIAL. 


DO THESE/ ONLY BIG! 
ON THOSE BiG AIR SCREENS/ 
ITD ВЕ so ИРРЕКЕМТУ 


THEY'D 
LOVE This, 
JEF. г KNOW 
YOU'D FIND А 


== DANCING BANANAS THIS WOULD ТОР PEOPLE дт MY SCHOOL. THEY 
n = BE DIFFERENT, гм TELLING SPECIALIZE IN REAUY 
P YOU! You Do WHAT You LOVE, ЙРРЕКЕНТ- WOKING 
BUT You DON'T TOINA PEOPLE, UNUSUAL 
GUILD OR TAKE A TALENTS-- YOU'RE 


YEAH, BUT Tue 
DON'T DEMAND 
MODEL- PERFECT 
FEATURES, АМЧ- 
175 -- 175 MORE LIKE w 
A DATING SERNICE FOR 


WANNA HEAR WHAT 
THE TRANERS HADTO 
ЗАМ ABour ME? 


"TM мот TAKING 
ABOUT HIS LOOKS. 
AFTER ORIANA HOFF “WITH ል BACKGROUND 
T WON'T SAY NOBODY UKE THIS one's, HE'D 


BETTER MAKE їг BIG, 
ONLY A NAME couto 

SURUNE WHAT THEY'D 

DIG UP ом HIM.” 


“HE'S TALENTED. 
SOMEBODY WILL 


ALWAYS Go FoR 
THAT.” 


“NO. (T'S THE 
QUET ART- APPRECIATION, 
TYPES Ho WOULD WANT 
HIM, AND THEY DoNT 
TOLERATE 
SANDAL. 


NOTHING То ARGUE 
ABOUT. " 


“HE'S Just 
UNFUCKABLE. 
I'M Кот 
TALKING ABOUT 
His LOOKS. “ 


AND HE WON'T. 


“i's THE Quet-ureRs 

lH WON'T CARE ABOUT 

STAR QUALITY, AND 
THEY WON'T шлан 


Sal 


Ч rr. у " 
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Мом) WHY 
WOULD T HATE 
You? 


Yov'ee Тоо боор 
Ч - GOING PRO 
JUST GES You 


WHAT You MEAN 6, 7 т НАМЕ TIME, AND 
GINES You MONEY 4 1. МАМЕ, MONEY. DON'T 


TO Do WHAT You й м 
Love. ና ` 2 WORRY Авол ME. 


OH, LET'S Мот 
Go INTO NELUNAS, 


WEL, AH... 175 ልክ UNLICENSED HOUSE. BUT MOSTLY I Could 

THE GIRLS WHO LINE HERE, THEY'RE МОТ GET MY ASS KICKED, C'MON, 
LEGAL. Т COULD TEOPARDIZE MY LET's Go To THE ELEPHANT 
TRANEE PERMIT. d AND CANDLE INSTEAD -- 


OKAY, JUST 
(ЕТ ME GET 
SOMETHING FROM 
МЧ ROOM FIRST: 


SOMEBODY BOING 
Жи one? 


AN 
ШЕ! 


элини: 


Y'KNOW, SHAR, 55 ye 
MOST PROFESSORS 2 К 
ARE ONLY LOOKING 1⁄4 А ТҮРЕ, тоо? 
FOR SOMEONE. TO » Yu) WN HEAVEN. 
TYPE FOR THEM. = 


15 THAT АНАТ YERSS, ITSS COMING ON 
THESE ARE? UKE, RRUNNING SSEASON FOR 
MATING-DISPLAN NORTHERN LAESKE. 


MOST ?ROFESSORS 
DON'T GROW BIG OU 
FEATHER CRESTS 
HALFWAY THROUGH | 
SPRING 
MIDTERMS. | 


THINK THEY'LL 
IMPRESSH 
THE LADIESH? 


243 


NOU АВЕ А 
GREAT HELP 
ЛО МЕ, 


550 MUCH WORK TO DO 
BEFORE 160... TESSTS, РАРЕЄЗ5. NGEHH/ 


YOU WOULD LIKE TO COME COME WITH ~ OUTSIDE? OUT OF AND [KNOW HOW 
TH ?70-- чоч-? VONEURISSTI C. 

шоо WATER YOU HUMANSS Fine ток 

FROM You, 


WITH МЕ, PERHAPSH 7 
CAM BE. Он KING 
ОЕ PUKE! 


OS" YESSH, OUR DISSPLAY'S 
№ К QUITE А THING TO SSEE. 
NS SSS 
AREN'T THE ORGANSS WITH WHICH You 


OH, YOU DON'T SSEE HOW МО WAY! 
FEEDING BABIESS COULD WOULD FEED YOUR YOUNGSTER А 
FEEL GOOD, ISTHAT IT? ‘SOURCE OF PHYSICAL PLEASURE? 
= 
сар" 
u. 
<> 
- => 
= 
2 í, 
= LA 
г ТНАТ en 
= <. 
— —=/ DETAILSS, 


| NOT ком. e 
REGURGITATION. ) > DETAILSH. 
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Е 


соор 
DAN, 
DOCTOR. 


| i 


M р A 


HEADACHE, YES, YOU 
SIR? ARE. 
> 
= 
Я መ j 
(ANG / 
XI 


VARY, THISS ISS BETWEEN YOU 

HUMANSS SSO | MAY BE MISS- | 
UNDERSHTANDING ALL 1858 — /| 

1 CAN'T SSAY IHAVE ZIVANCEVIC |. 

ALL FIGURED OUT, BUT I DO KNOW HE 


HASS MANY MEDICAL PROBLEMSH. 


IN тн 


А СОМЕМАМ 


| 


LI) Ек] 

~ IT 13$ NATURAL 
Y EN FOR HIM TO ISOLATE 
7 HIM SHELF. 


THISH WORK? 
1 THOUGHT ат 
wass CLASS... | 


! DON'T SEE WHY | HAVE AND IF YOU INSIST ON 
TO SUBMIT TO AN ADMISSION BEING CRUDE, YOURE нь 
INTERVIEW JUST TO COME $53 | GONNA HAVE TO, BUD. REE, 
TO A WHOREHOUSE. ጋ THAT'S STRIKE. ONE. 
* Hl, 
YOU DO АТ = VARY. 
4 ANN RESPECTABLE - 6 
SNS oue, SIR. IF You >> - 22 
DON'T UKE (T, 7 T, 3 J 
YOU CAN GOTO 1. 5 


ር MACFLEISS’S. ( ~ 
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WHY DO THEY CALL HER VARV? CAUSE ~AND SHE'S SO 


-= SHE'S SO VERY VERY VERY’ VARIABLE 7 
S32 => 
aw Фо. 4% 
= Фе 
1501. መኒ 


#“ 18 THAT THE 
BEST | CAN INSPIRE? 
ОҢ £SOB* WHAT 
A CRUEL WORLD! 


NOT THAT го PREFER YOU GET 
SNAPPY AND SHORT TEMPERED, 
YOURS IS AVERY CIVILIZED 
APPROACH ... BUT WOULD You 
UKE TO TAKE THE DAY'S 
CLASSES OFF? 


一 ERK7 


WHEN SHE'S 
UNHAPPY. GOOD 


МО, LOVEY | DON'T THINK YOU DO. IF YOU PRACTICE 
YOUR ART WITHOUT BEING HAPPY TO DO IT, IT WILL 
BECOME DULL ROUTINE, AND YOU'LL HATE IT. 
SELE- DISUPUNE IS NOT SELF- FLAGELLATION. 


BE CLEAR IN YOUR MIND TO 6INE OF 
YOUR BEST. YOU MUSTN'T EVER 
FORCE YOURSELF. 


VU NEVER GRADUATE, 
1F UM UNREUABLE ... 
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WELL. YOUU GRADUATE WHEN ያ [/ мм CLASSES 'LL VERN WELL; 
SAY YOURE READY. AND YOU'LL | | MAKE МЕ FEEL BETTER. DEAR. I'LLSEE 
BEST BE RELIABLE BY TAKING BAX AND MILYA AND You LATER, 

CARE OF YOURSELF FIRST. OLLIE WILL ТАКЕ CARE. 


MRS. К 15 
ALWANS JUST WHERE 
SHES NEEDED. 


SHES QUITE THE 
GRANDE DAME. OR 
15 THAT GRAND 
MADAM? 


AND YOU, UTTE MISS V OH,NO/ NOT STILL MOONING 
FIRECRACKER! WHO ARE OVER THAT ТЫЙТ OF A PROFESSOR! 
YOU THINKING ОЕ? << 
WHO ~7 NOT 
THAT BIG LAESKE / 


С” 


ar | | | 1 ~BUT MISSY THING HERE 
AR E HA IA CEA 


\/ WON'T Give HER AND RESENTS HER FRIENDSHIP WITH THE 
THE TIME OF DAY AFOREMENTIONED BIG LAESKE — 


OR ACNIL HELLO— шидээ سے‎ 


AT HER, 
WHATEVER 


ZA 
vf TN, 
d 


ይር) 


ОН! MAMA, BILLY THREW А ROCK 
AT МЕ! HE MUST LIKE МЕ! 


NO, NO, REALLY... 

YEAH, HE'S ALL OF 

THAT AND MORE... 
UT 


`Y те TRUTH WILL 
MAKE You FREE! 


will 
И 


Ш 


ШАГ 
ШІ 


You, 56 HE'S JUST АМ 
ASS TO YOU. GREAT 
PROSPECT, SUGAR. 


HE'S NOT А COMPLETE 
ASS. WITH SHAR —THE, AK, 
BIG LAE SKE-HES TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT 一 — 
МОО, HES AN 
ASS То ENERY- 
BODY BUT SHAR. 


ШТ) 


WELL. HOW NICE. 
PURSUING THE ТІ 
REPRESSED. АМІНИ JN 


SECOND: SEXUAL CONFLICT (5 VERY PERSONAL FOR 
SOME PEOPLE. HE HASN'T ASKED FOR YOUR HELP, 
AND HE. HASN'T COME TO THIS HOUSE EITHER. 


NOU MEAN THIS GUY 
CLIENT? оғ OURSZ/ 


NO. THE ONLY THING 
HUMANS САМ DO FOR. 
LAESKE, ያ DO FOR 

SHAR. HE WON'T. 


МАЧВЕ HE'S MONOSEXUAL| 
THEN, AND PREFERS MEN. 


1 MEAN, (VE KNOWN 
MONOS. IT'S NOT LIKE YOU 


| [ | CAN'T READ THEIR SEXUAL 


! | 
Ш 


VIBRATONS JUST THE SAME - 


BUT ISN'T THAT PART У//Тыо “ THE OATH DOES 
OF THE ЗОВ? HELPING THINGS: SAY WE SHOULD 
UNHAPPY PEOPLE? REACH OUT TO 
HE'S LONELY. THOSE IN PAIN, BUT 
ЇГ ALSO SAYS, FIRST 
DO NO HARM. You , PET, 
ARE NOT FULLY TRAINED 
OR LICENSED. 


WEU- ONLY SORT OF, HE 
COMES TO OUR VIRTUAL 
SITE ON THE NET. 


Ш 


ЇЇ! | 


66:2 


WON THE N, never ~ | 

DEMON- PUN THIN ዘዬ WAS ል 

NO KIDDING... COMPETITION STUFFY PROFESSOR. 

You KNOW HE'S NOT EVEN ል 

WHO WHITE KNOW-IT-AUL. 
MOUSE (5... š 


WAIT UP. HOW DO ሃዕህ ሁላ. WAPENBE 
KNOW WHITE MOUSE. IS DID ME A 
YOUR PROFESSOR'S ALIAS? 


VARY —HIS | OUT OF IT (E NOBODY WHO ISN'T ALSO 

PRIVACY- | SCREWED UP WILL TAKE A CHANCE. 

ON THEM? ONCE THEY'RE NOT 

TEENAGERS ANY MORE, WHO 
CAN THEY LEARN FROM? 


"S NOT YOUR 
MOTINES THATIRE 
IN QUESTION, 
Мне... 


HE САМЕ You 


AND! YOURS TRULY HAS 
A STRAIGHT 


DISCOVERED NOTA HALF- 
BAD FLIRT LURKS ВЕ- 
NEATH THE SARCASM. 
AND HE'S COMING WITH ME AND SHAR WAY THE 
HECK OUT TO THE MIDDLE OF NOWHERE TO WATCH 
А BUNCH OF LAESKE HAVE AN ORGY, AND IT'LL 


BE Just ME AND HIM, OUT OF THE CITY, UNDER 
THE SUN! WHAT coup BE BETTER? 


1 STILL SAY SHE'S 


IN ONER HER HEAD. 
BAG HNIGE ыс JUST DONT 
CUT YOURSELF 
à 5 OFF, SUCK. YOU'LL 
Ооң, WILD ` 
KINGDOM. / 


NEED ME. AND MIL 
AND ВАХ. WORK 
LIKE. THIS CAN 


АХ 
К 


y | | 
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«part two- 


ሪዐሪፀ#ዳ- 


577 ፦” ዝዬ በጋ 
sur as 7) fom 
ሀ EVER THAT 
see! Ext 


re А 
= CHICKS AND 
Duces Ако GEESE сэн 
BETTER SCURRY, 
WHEN £ TAKE You 
OUT I THE У 
x< SURREY -- 
WHEN т. 
TAKE Чоо OUT 
IN THE SURREY 
WITH THE FRINGE 
24 --- 


>> > N NN NN 
x EN ас. 


KY 


“The Surrey with the Fringe on Top” Copyright Rodgers & Hammerstein 


ACTUALY, THE 
FLOWER SHTEMSs 
ARE sSAFE 
COMPARRATINELY. 


BUT THE BLADES HANE FINE 
SSILICA CHIPS" ALONG EACH EDGE, 
SSMOOTH ONE WAY, SHARE? THE OTHER. 


си, WE (ሸል NEW 48840, 

LAESKE DESERT? RRECLAMATION. 
WOULD PLANT THIS WOULD. No FORESTSH WITHOUT 
STUFE, € (15 50 GRRASS LANDSH- 
DANGEROUS f 


“MATSH BLUESHTEM 
SSAAGRASSH, MOSSTU]. 
NATURESz RAZOR 


МАКЕЗ$ 6000 USE 
OF THE 55АМУ АГ 

WASS PLANTED IN, 
DOESSNT (TZ 


т RECOMMEND 
You RUMPE IT OF 
А BT ARSHT. 
THINK 
TU STICK WITH 
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SHAR, WHY WONT -- I MEAN, МЕГ Teu- TOH-- ISSNT IT 
ሀሀ KNOW HOW HE 15, 5066064, Y ፎፎህዐፎ To SHPEAK OF 
®л-- WHY WON'T HE RIDE PEOPLE PAYSZICALLY 
ON You? WU COULD PRESSZENT IN THE 

n THIRRD PERSSON? 


DONT чо LIKE 
HAHA? Г/М 


HAIXHA, WAY ARE 
WE GOING OUT So FAR? 


YOURE GOING OUT TO THE 
RUNNING GROUNDS TO GET YOUR” 
SELF А GIRL, AGUT? WELL, You 

‘SORTA ALREADY GOT ONE, SO -- 
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НАУНА ISS A FINE СВВЕДТОВЕ. AND ТМ VERRY 

FOND OFF HER, BUT SSHE ISZ AN ANIMAL» 

мч KIND HANE BRRED HERA KIND FOR 

COUNTLESS YEARZS, BUT NUT ТО 
ovesseuez ^ 


ERE ARRE SUERTAIN INESSCAPABLE 
Пета OF PRROPRIETY, Чоо SHEE... 
You, FOR EXSHAMELE YOU WOULD NOT, 

AH, ENGAGE YouRSSELFF WITH, SSAY, AN 
ORANGUTAN, No MATTERR HOW 


BRICHT IT WASZ BY ORRANG 
08652: 


Wy 


uma ae 
CHILD, You NENERR FAL То 


cui 


> TURAN THINGSH USSIDE DOWN: 
FINE QUAUTY ма SSCLENTISHT? 
RHEALUÍ, WELL MAKE ል ሂድ።ዕ ሬይ 
0€ You ЧЕТ! 


PERQUARSH 550, 
BUT HAIXHA 152. 
ЗЧ. Nor THE 
GIRRL FoR МЕ. 


እ! "i 
ШТ 


Gane | 


"Л LU 


Vah ІШ 


І 


WELL, IT'S NOT ASIF MAKING 
BABIES ISTHE SOLE REASON 
FOR HAVING SEX. EVEN 
ANIMALS Kow THAT 


ІШ 


| 


т NNER HEARD 
SUCH A CONNER 
SATION OUTSIDE. 


60% бор. 


OF ል CHRONIC 
HOSPITAL. 


Ce 


|| 7 КҮШ 


ШЕ 


77 -- MAKESS 
RRUNNING-- 


FIRSST ПМЕ - 


FULL PLUMAGE =" — 


DOES PROVIDE- 


OH, DONT FUSSS. 
Мең NEARRLY 


т WONT GET OF COURSE, You 
CKARRIED AWAN WILL. AS Ve ("5 YOU 
‘вост. 


FROM THE LONG RIDE, 

BUT JUST THEN THAT 
ህክም CAME 

(AGAIN? 


ITS THE KIND ዕዬ 


SOUND THAT'S MOSTLY 
50 Low), You PEEL IT 


| UTTLE HARMONICS, 
UKE MANY Voices 
LOOKING FOR ONE 

WE SINGLE NOTE ~. 


NS м 


NOT QUITE SINGING... 
THEIR CALL то UFE. 


£ Побит тасүо AL, 
5 E SAT 


ALL ве ARST- 
MOLT MALES. 
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| THERES ONE ON ANOTHER OUTCROP No, T THINK THEY'RE. JUST 

WHOS ABSOLUTELY HUGE OH, BATHE STEF CREST PERMAERS/ 

GORGEOUS! PURPLE AND BLACK ANP 人 GREEN, OR COPPER WHERE 
THOSE ANTLERS 


THE SUN HITS THEM! 


==: 


HOW САМ НЕ. оң, WHITE AS SNOW! His 
JUST STAND THERE A WHITE FRE? | WHOLE Neck. AND CHEST ARE 
COOL AS ል CUCUMBER 7 WHITE Too! 


Does ue НАМЕ Y 
ASS WAS ON ER 


THAT, THEN, SAN 
SUPERANNUATED 
MALE. ህዬ HAS NO 
BUSINESS BEING 
меке. 


THE MALES GET OLDER, THEY бет BIGGER... 
HEANIER. EVEN ነሁ HE COULD KEEP? ӘР WITH 
THE YOUNG MALES AND THE STLU-TOUNGER 
FEMALES AT THIS RACING STAGE OF THINGS, 
WHEN THEY TURN To ACROBATICS, НЕО BE 
LUCKY To ESCAPE WITH ONLY A 

BROKEN HOCK. 


MIS SORT LET BIOLOGY 
PUT A ROPE AROUND THEIR 
NECKS. IF HE JOINED IN, THE 
YOUNG MALES WOULD SHAR Too. 
SAVAGE HIM. THEN CAN'T THINK, 
WHEN THEMIRE UKE 


THERES ко... 
HARM IN... 
REMEMBERING 
OLD Times? 


FOOL AT ANN 
AGE, RUNNING 
AFTER WHAT HE 

CAN'T НАМЕ. 
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‚еп 57 being year 


т HANE "IS 

COMPLETELY SAD 
AND EMBARRASSING THING: 
ABOUT GETTING CRUSHES ON 
MN PROFESSORS. T. KNOW, T 
KNOW ком INCREDIBLA DOME 
THAT (5, 50 JUST DON'T 


TEIL ме. 


So, ТМ AL CRUSHED OUT 

ON TWO OF "ЕМ AT ONCE, SO І 
GO OUT INTO THE MIDDLE OF 
NOWHERE WITH THEM-- THEY'RE 
PARTNERS, Y'SEE, SO Т. Go TOO, 


JUST To MAKE MYSELF USE- 
AND oF COURSE T 
hie weer of ses 4 Naya cp o 
SORT Š HC $ UNCURLED AT THE THOUGHT 
„АЕ OF BEING FALOOONE 27 
—— = WITH JUST THE TWO OF 


“THEM, So NATURALLY, 
NEITHER ONE HAS ANY 
TIME for ME AT 
AL. 


OKAN, የ ISNT LIKE 
1 EXPECTED DR. SHAR 
To ве. AROUND MUCH, SINCE 
THE WHOLE POINT OF COMING 
OUT HERE WAS SO HE COULD 
JOIN IN oN uE. LAESKE 
MATING SEASON THING. 


IMPOSSIBLE 
To SEE ANYTHING 
WTWS SQQ... AS FOR 
DR. ZIVANCENIC, HE 
SERIOUSLY ICED NER 
WHEN T TRIED TO 
HELP HIM SET 
UP HIS TENT. 
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50 ዘዬ WON'T COME OUT OF THE TENT 
THE DUST, AND 2 CANT GO ІМ 


жы. E Е [nd 
HE STANS IN BECAUSE OF 
Ur 


WHAT DO Nov м SELTEN 
ай BURSTING 7 ARE PRESENTLY (М 
IN HERE WITHOUT 

KNOCKING 2 


WHAT ል LETDOWN. Мо OPPORTUNITY ТО МО WEIRD ALIEN SEX ORGY То GIVE THANK 600 FOR КІМУ- Gil = 

FIND OUT EXACTLY Hou) LONG THOSE. DR. ZEE IDEAS, МАЧВЕ MAKE. HIM 

LAESKE TONGUES ARE. 1 MEAN, Mer JUMP ON МЕ. LIKE SoHE KINDA HOT NGER SMOOTH 
COULD ве DOING ANN THING Down MONKEY LOVE MACHINE. 
THERE AND Ёоноосомт KNOW. 


ADMIT THAT T 
WAS DEFINITELY 
UNPLEASANT TO YOU 
AT THE FIRST. FOR 
THAT т APOLOGIZE; 
TT WAS UNCALLED 
FoR. 


ja ACKER 


7222) CLACKETA 
Na 


NEXT THING L REMEMBER, ГМ OUTSIDE, NO IDEA HOW Ї 
І GOT THERE. I THINK I USED ህየ ONE OF MY THREE || 
WISHES OR SOMETHING. (T WASN'T UNTIL T WAS PANICKING 
OVER НОМ LONG ГО HAVE To WAIT BEFORE т RISKED | 
SNEAKING BACK IN THAT I REALIZED Т WAS REALLY 
BETTER ОРЕ RIGHT WHERE ТО FOUND MYSELF. 


SUCH A NICE, SOFT, PATTERN RAIN, AND AFTER ALLHAT 
-1 ጃ BUSTER! PERFECT FOR SETTLING THE DUST: TWAS HALF 

ህዳ OST OF А DOZEN SNAPS AND ZIPPERS WHEN Т. RECALLED 
THAT THE DOCTOR, BEING BASICALLY A CITY MAN, WAS 
„= | SURE ТО НАМЕ А Ве THING AGAINST NUDITY, 
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| "| 
Ши 


| 
ІШ He sore. 


вл IS HE 
MAT: 


m n 


MU 


А E 


ЭН | 


i ld 
1. й ай 


| ШІ 


| || HW ! 
ШЕ 


ШИН 


ШІП 


и 


K. 
2241174 1 


DAY, ' 

እ ለ THE MALES WOULD 11 
DANCE. PRANCE AND POSE. THE м | 
FEMALES, IF THEN PAID ANY, 


ATTENTION AT ALL, WOULD SQUARE OFF WITH 
THEM ONE AT ል TIME; HEAD BoB, HEAD BoB, 


" Ber fond ALL Бо 
D BoB, HEAD BOB, CIRCLE, 
ose .. ጄዛ ZOOM WAN, WAN 
UP IN THE AR Tuer o Go. YD 
NEVER THINK THAT Suc BG, ` 
сохо 


BEAN... 
Ime so HIGH! 
© 


UG FLORRY OF FEATHERS К> 
TRE MALES CAME DOLI; THEO Do 
ALL THESE. FANCY MOVES AS THEY FELL- 
AND gag M FAR AS 1 COULD TEL, 


MAKING ል REALLY BIG NOSE 
WHEN! LANDING WAS IMPORTANT. 


duras NOTH 7 


ሠ HAPPENING? 


T NEVER HEARD (Т BETTER PUT, 
SIR. YOU ИМЕ ል WONDERFUL 


Vace. 
ITS EXACT WHAT ያ 
WAS JUST THINKING,-I WAS 


РИМАР GORE 
ША ey ме 


y 


Pp 


GIBBERISH. You CAN'T JUST 
TURN THESE THINGS ON OR 
OFF AS IT SUITS You, NOR 
eee leere 
ON CUE OR WHEN Were 
ESPECIAL MADE 
aren 


YOURE A TEACHER , 
ይነ цайг So мен 
то ВЕ WISE. 


CLEARLY, YOU DIDN'T HEAR 
ALGRD DE MY CENTRAL 
ARGUMENT, WE шиль 
SIT AROUND DAZED WITH 
COSMIC AWE. WE MUST GET 
ON WITH THE BUSINESS 


WISDOM, Miss, 
15 A MORTAL 
MIRACLE. A 
CONTRADICTION. 
POSTES 
ድ 
[1123 Зар al 
ONE 
АСНЫ 


TAKING TIME 
O T, А 


¡ves 
мо р 


LONGER YOUNG, 
Yoo UNG TO 
чо cune те 
ብሆር 
Олс (ዕቢ 
INTO BANALITIES- 


1 GT ЧА, 
1 TINGED va! 
Що ОЕА WHAT 


з SAQ, Томи 
MANT ገ» 


222 ከቺጽበህዬ፣ 


EIS 
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FIRST ሀህፍ MAD 
‘CAUSE ВЕ SEEMED E CAUSE 1 GOT OFF 
то WANT т: HE те 


БА ZINGER ANDI 
LIKES FIGHTING. 3 


I 


1 DONT UKE TO 
FIGHT, T. DON'T WANT 
То EE 


MEAN, AND 
CHING ASSES ME ОРЕ. 


BUT £ DON'T THINK THAT APPLIED TO ME BECAUSE 1 DONT 
MEAN TO DO ANYTHING FOR HIM THAT T 
| WITH ANY OTHER GUY? й RR 


፦ IF HE ONLY WANTS 
то BE TREATED 
“JUST LIKE ANYBODY 
ESE," WHY WONT 
нє LET ме TREAT 

KIM JUST LIKE 


THEY'RE THESE  -- 
COMPLICATED 


1 JUST STOOD THERE, ANY MOMENT AT WHICH T COULD FE 5 
PARALYZED, WATCHING š HAIE HELPED нм WENT BY 6 FÊ I KNEW HE WOULD 
SOON AS HE STARTED PEELING | NENER, NENER РЕЧЕ. 
QUT OF HIS DAY COAT: МЕЛЕ 1 LAID HANDS ON 


ር ርድ = የራሥ 


УРТ 


Û BLIND OR E 
No RIGHT To STAND 
|| неве STARI 


=] ARE you حا‎ 5) 
=» => 


OR 15 THERE JUSTA BIG 
- | вико SPOT WHERE 1 ee 
- — اہ‎ знорър BE, Because [== AR 
Гала TM So RUDE, IM 2 
ጋ И BENEATH YOUR NOTICE p ща 
Кац у 
V NI 
^ 


Edi 


> == 

እ. ENS қ 58 рч! У "m Ју и“ е 
NSS Q 5 [ነ Vaf. 
Қасаң ыы" WAN N 


ДЖ УД 


ARMOR- CLOTH. 
Store б ALITS 


WELL, 2 WAS WEARING IT, ӘЛ ! STAY ON THE ROCK, OR UP IN A TREE, 
T BURNED SOME NOODLES IN 1 . OR KEEP YOUR HAT ON. ANYTHING OUT 
IT LAST NIGHT, АМО 50 Now, THERE WITH No STRIPES 19 DINNER. 
Y'KNow, T CAN'T STAND = ws. 


ix 


Ж 


BASIC'LY, SHOWING OFF. APTER "М 
Ац, THE GIRLS ARENT S'POSED TO 

BE WORRYIN’ WITH LITTLE THINGS: 

UKE FOOD. THEY'RE SUPPOSED 
TO BE KNK KNEED WIT 2 
ws. s 
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2285251 

OU SNAKE-OIL 
JOHN, STILL NOT 
TAKING "No" FOR 


ЛЭЭ TOTHE ANIMA. z TOLD IM THEY ко 


OF OUR ASSOCIATION, BOY ANYTHING THEY CANT BUILD THEM- 
You HAVE MENER- BEES, BUT HE DION WANNA 
IMPROVED THE CRYPTIC LASTEN... 
CHARACTER OF YOUR o 

CONVERSATION- 


THEM? NEVER SAFER. IF IT AIN'T JOHNNY 2 ШАЙ | OUTE POSSIBLY. THESE WILLS ARE THE 

THEY'RE BURNING OUT, 115 SOME семак | ፪፪ y ቿ | ОНЕШЕНСЕ or So MANY TRADE ROUTES. 

ROLLIGON FARM THAT ይ OUTTA ИМЕ. 0% Е 4 ፳፪ | tere BEEN DISPUTED AND INVADED 
EVEN THE MEDAWAR HOME GUARD, MAY-| ፪፪ .. М | THROUGHOUT WRITTEN HISTORY. 

BE. THE NIMA ENFORCE “WE SPRING қ f 5 += SO BLOOD SOAKED, THE 

CEASE-FIRE UKE А V a È MEDAWAR CLANS CALL tT 
AST OF IRON. тресе, W 5 THE DANCING GROUND OF 

У es WE M KING MARS.’ 


SENEN DIFFERENT ENTITIES CLAIM OWNERSHIP OF THIS 
DUSTY DESERT AT PRESENT. THEY LEANE OFF SHOOTING: 


ro ANOTHER ONLY AS LONG AS THE FEATHERED SET Й 


ВАТ WHY? AREN'T THE LAESKE} 
JUST MORE RIVALS? SHAR SAID 
AU THIS LAND BELONGS TO 
MIS PEOPLE- 


No NO, HONEY. THEY JUST GATHER 


FEATHERS APTERWARD. 


So IT DOES, AS MUCH AS Ло ANYONE. 176 BEEN THEIR 
TRADITIONAL MATING GROUND FOR $O LONG, ITS BUILT 


INTO THEIR INSTINCTIVE MIGRATORY PATTERN. NO, THE 
NNIMA PROTECT THEM Now 


BECAUSE THEY WANT WER / THEIR FEATHERS? 


BOT THEN SHAR 15 IN 
DANGER! THEY MIGHT 
KILL HIM JUST As EASILY 

№, AS ANYONE ~ - 


МІМА WOULDN'T Кид. THEM NOW, 


SHED FEATHERS. THE ONES THAT WHEN SO MANY OF THEM ARE WD- 


DON'T WIN-- THE MALES THAT 


GEWER. THEY BEAT DOWN THE 


DONT MATE-- THER BREEDING SAWGRASS; OTHER ANIMALS COME 
PLUMPGE FALLS OUT: 


IN TO EAT THE STUFF, THAT MEANS 
GOOD HUNTING. THE HERDS HAVE 


BEEN BOOMING SINCE THE 


GRASS CAME ВАК. 


THE LAESKE ARE THE 
EARTHLY EMBODIMENT 
OF TUE NIMA 
WAR 600. 


Вот THATS So WEIRD... IF 
THE LAESKE ARE THE GOD OF 
WAR TO THE LION- WOMEN, 


ር T RS 
NE о 
сааи ER ER DO HIM. HARM.. 35164: - 
WANT Tû ENO UP 5 JUST DONT TRUST AY 
| ሶር oNE ርር mese УККО WHEN 
SKOS „Жо GETS | WES GETTING 
Һ OFF оқ Әсеб REALLY NASTY, г 
ALANS THINK OF 


SPEAKING FROM EXPERIENCE, 
T CAN GNE You ONLY ONE 
Piece. ዕዮ ADNICE - A GIRL IN YOUR 
POSITION TO BE 


БУ” нат т MEAN 5, IF You PRE GOING N 
TO DENOTE YOUR LIFE TO LOOKING AFTER 
THE STRAY CATS OF TuS WORLD, ЧоЎр GEST 
GET USED ТО THE IDEA THAT WHAT YOU 
THINK (5 THE BEST THING FOR THEM TO 
DO ISN'T NECESSARILY ANY OF YOUR 
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ae KNOW 
OW TRIBES: N ARRANGED 
THAT HANE BEEN өзге, ЖЕ Re WILL 
LEANE SOME STUFF. THEN 
THEN Go мАРЧ-- BACK WAY 
OFF AND Wee- THEN THE OTHER 
TREE соме» IN. THEY 
ДИ setarnte THE GOONS NTO 
ቿ Pies THEY WANT AND PILES 
БД THEY DONT, THEY PUT DOUN 
(4 60005 OF THEIR OWN NEXT 
መሮ SECOND теле THEN то THE Store Tue WANT- 
WITHDRAWS SO THE FIRST 
CAN CoME BACK AND REARRANGE 
ብዬ PILES то MAKE WER 
COUNTEROFFER. 


SOUNDS 
UKE LEANING 
A BOWL OF MILK 
FOR A CAT, ANO 


EXPECTING THE ле THAT'S 


CATTO BRING /- | (ህና Yo WANT 
Yoo Mice- FROM THE САТ. THERE ARE RULES. 
че 467010), THERE 16 NO CONTACT. 
AND THEY STILL KILL EACH 
OMER це THEY MEET 
ENEBALL то ENEBÑL - 


BST THIS METHOD WORKS 
AND 16 RESPECTED. SOMETIMES, 
THEY ENEN SWAP MARRIACEABLE 
CHILDREN. ONCE INA 
WHILE THAT EMEN LEADS TO 
THE ENDING OF WAR. 


DONT... ጨፎ UP 
JOUR UFE EXPECTING 
TO Be PAID WITH ል 
PLACE IN #6. DONT 

TRY то SHORTCUT 

THE TRADE. 


ልመ AS IF You DONT WANT 
ANYTHING FROM HIM. DONT" WANT 
ANYTHING IF YoU CAN Неш IT. DONT 
OFFER ADNICE AND THEN HOLD ҮГ AGAINST 
HIM IF HE WON'T TAKE IT AND WON'T EXPLAIN 
WHY NOT DON'T SHOW) HIM HOW SMART You 
ARE ይዝ DISSECTING HIM WTA FABULOUS 
INSIGHTS А5 TO WAY HE WON'T FOLLOW YOUR 
SENSIBLE ADNICE- DON'T WASTE MIS TIME 
OR YOURS WORRYING Aot WHATS 
WRONG WTA YOU FOR WANTING HIM. 


THE STATE OF WAR 66 JUST NORMAL ፀም wow, Fook... Чоо 
UFE FOR A LOT of PEOPLE- NENER TALKED MIS 
SOME FOLKS USE THE SAME 4 MUCH WHEN You WERE 
WORD FOR." STRANGER” THAT o BOWER. 
THEN DO FOR “ENEMY.” 
YOU'RE ል HAPPY KID; 
DoNTSELLTHAT етисе. IN W 
TIME YOULL SEE THAT THAT 
IN ITSELF 15 А GREAT ላላ 
KINDNESS: 


1 ғ 
ah ቱ ооо" иие 


Ли" 


7 
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LOOK AND REMEMBER. 
LOOK UPON THIS SKY... 
LOK DEEP AND DEEP 
м INTO THE SEA-CLEAN AIR, 


IA, 


THE UNCONFINED, 
5 THETERMINUS ОР FRATER. 


Jig See 


в. 
У 


WHAT DO Yoo HEAR? 
WHAT DOES THE SKM REPLY? 


THE HEAVENS ARE TAKEN - 
THS © Мот YOUR номе. 


SUELE РЕ 


тумР 
TUMP 2 «5 BEAUTIFUL 


TUMP 6፡2ዚዕዩኛ፣ 
TUMP 


<ሂፐርክ 


ZSENKK= eos 
በሄ so SAA -AD/ 


TWAS ORIGINALLY А OEM TITLED loo DO WELL, Г OUGHT 16! YEARS UNDER THE 
“TRANE pue mw SOUREST MONK You ENER SAW! HE 


ONK, WHAT MONK? WHAT ARE 
wi Hard ABI ERE 
የ SE моме 220] 


p | 


[| 


ги МА 


тик А MIREMAI WORD ዩ6ፎ-- юе 
А PART ዕዩ THE FEMALE 
мом AND ONLY ROAD PEOPLE 
DON'T CALL ouR- 95 THAT! 
OF тие LITONYAK PeoPLE.| SELNES THAT/ 
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„MOSE INTRICATE, TAUS 
TAKE YEARS To MASTER... THAT 
UST UZARD он (ቁ) 
THE FooD.. 


г. 


OH 115 PRERSTEROUS! we итокмак ARE ILLITERATE 
зебре! wx ро NOT PULL UP ROOTS AND GOTOTHE BIG, 


THEIR PLACE OF BIRTH Ехсеег JOURNEY PRES 
AND FLUTE GIRLS! 


A WEALTHY LADY FROM ANNARD 
WHO BUILT A BIG HOUSE ABOVE OUR 
TOWN... I WAS ONE OF HER MADS, AND 
SHE TOOK A LIKING TO ME. SHE 
PAID THE TEMPLE FEE SO 
т COULD (еме. 


MY DEAR GIRL, UTONYAK - AH te WOULD BE LIKE YANKING e A 

OSTITUTES ESSIAN FISHERMAN, STILL | 
HAUTAMAI TEMPLE PC His, GOAT; AND PLONKING НІМ DOWN INCREDIBLE... 
INTO AN OPERATING THEATER WITH 


DON'T Just Pick UP አ ቁ 
EVERYTHING THEY Way, 
2 емевч EXPECTATION THAT HE 
THE CULTURE SHOCK ALONE- A km BAN 


Nes... THOSE IRRITATING 
ANKLE. беш You WEAR То 
CLASS TWO DAYS OUT OF THREE... 
THOUGHT THAT WAS SOME SORT 
OF PSEUDO -ASS| MILATLONIST 

FAD, UKE соебетеч OR 


і 
EXPAND 
PERIMETER 


BECAUSE-IT-IS-NATURAL! АРАКЕ 
MAN МОТ BE МАРЕ. FOR FIDELITY 
BETWEEN MATES, BUT HUMANS 
ARE! Au MANNER се DISASTERS 
SPRING FROM DISRESARDING 

THAT ADAPTIVE. BEHANIOR ^ 


CONSIDER! A WOMAN 15 MADE. 
То ACCOMMODATE, ANY NUMBER мекс, aut GETTING 
Ч 


OF MEN, BUT A МАМ 5 HARD 
ED To PLEASE ጨፎክ WARMED UF, WHEN You RE 
ёо РУТ UNCONSCIOUS! 
ል WOMAN 
BOUND To ONLY 
ONE LOVER OPTEN 
DRIES UP, AND МОЮ, 


THIS IDEA 
አህ INVENTED 
BY A MAN! 


1 FAIL TO See How ENERY 
CONVERSATION T НАМЕ. WITH You 
INNARIABLY VEERS TOWARD SEX: 


SEX 15 THE GREATEST 
OF THE ARTS. IT NATURALLY 
PERFUMES ALL EXISTENCE. 


SEKIS A BONDING 
FORCE. FOR SOME, ONLY 
FOR A BRIEF NECESSITY; 
FOR US, А UFELONG 

COMMITMENT To EACH 
OTHER AND ТО THE 
NURTURE OF OUR 


Чојес. TALKING A CORRUPT 
THEOLOGY-- WHICH DOORS TE Y 
BODIES OF THE YOUNG, PERPETUATES 
SLAVERY, AND SPREADS DISEASE! A 
т AM DUMBFOUNDED 
TART You CAN MOUNT 
DEFENSE 


NS 

г ` WIN TM Тит 
. FINE, ТАҢЫН 
SHO мен 


WHRTHAPFENEI® WHAT НАРРЕНЕРЕ? 
WHAT HAPPENS Мощ? Є 


АҢ VESH, THRREE CHARRMING 


WE GHET PACKKED ur! NI MS 
<= unies <CARRHNING ON THE HEXO HOLÓ! 


IPE NE RURRRY WE САН 


байг MUCH FON-- MORE 
LIKE ASHNEEZING ЕС. 


So WE WENT HOME, ESCORTED PART OF THE WAY 
BY ARMED GUARDS, WHO SANG SONES TO US FROM 
HILLTORS, SALITING US WITH LONG PLUMES OF 
BLUE, RED, GOLD, PORPLE, AND BLACK. 


SINCE THEN, THERE HAS BEEN BETWEEN 
DR. ZNANCENIC AND ME ANOTHER KIND ОР 
ARMED TRUCE. T TEL HIM HE DOESN'T KNOW 
SUT ABOUT WHERE T COME FROM AND HE 
Teus ME "^r L DON'T: 


HES PUBLISHED WREE VERY WELL-RECENIED 
Books ABOUT US AND AL ቿ GET Is PHOTO CREDIT: 
BUT HIS CELEBRITY KEES ME UNIVERSITY 
BEARDS OFF OUR BACKS OVER ,SRARS "HERETICAL" 
__ THEORIES AND MY IMPROPER” RELATIONS AIP 
SI им те ነዐ oF ем. AARUME” 


—— THINGS BALANCE OUT, AND THE CENTER HOLDS, 


T N. L. S. KRISHNA, DIARY EXCERPT 
UFE об ABBASS ADLER ZWANCENIC" 


\ J 
HARE ХХА, і ЫХ | 


= SS ЗО 二 а 


ж 


-port three- 


dance steps 


` 


OKAY, 
BIERYEODY. FOR THE FIRST FEW SESSIONS, 
WE'RE GONNA CONCENTRATE ON THE. 
FOUR BASIC STEPS. THE GOAL 15 ТО 
MAKE ‘EM Look EASY. 


የድሬ 
So FOR THE TIME BEING 
WON'T WORRY ABOUT 


ME 


HAND GESTURES. 


UKE сор SPAGHETTI, So 
PUT ЕМ UP LIKE THIS. 
4 


| Ш 


У 


ME (DEA HERE IS ТО SWAN 
WITH JUST THE WP... KEEP Your 


UPPER STU. AS YOU SN 
E ER $001 AS = AS Y ሙሴ 
ES Ae Nes? m 28 теў, 
| ts ы LE 


9</ TUS DANCE 15 LIKE 
A LANGUAGE, RIGHT? ү, a 

ІТ TEUS А STORY? So “TRADITIONAL TAKAISAITA, 
WHAT Does INT Р TEUS ALL KINDS oF 
MOVE MEAN? М STORIES... EVERY THINGS. 

IN IT. ENERY DANCERS 

UFE is REFLECTED IN 

THE WAY HE OR SHE 


di 7” ለአ MM CHILDHOOD FRIEND 
LIKE--I МАЈЕ ል FRIEND š RUDRA, SHE WAS MEAN AS ል 
WITH А САРТ FOR MATH. AND SNAKE. BUT HER DANCE WAS 
HER DANCING IS VERY... REAUY FUNNY. SHE Gor 
GEOMETRIC. ANA vim MURDER! 


ao ANY nv 
LES “4” e 


THIS 45 А 
MOVING 
STER ነፕ- 
== 
= 


1) N 


MU 


ኢ 


2 


You маме то | 
UNDERSTAND, 


Nee 
THE MORE... UNI- 
Ма UNE 


15, тие MORE. 
MEANINGS IT 


HAS ... ONRC- - 


175 JUST LIKE WHEN YOU — 
MAD то HELP Your MOTHER. 
FOOD You DON'T LIKE, ER cook 


) 
= = N 
=== 2 К E 
= Ew 
S 

7 | 2 

~ ~ И Опиши Е 
NY 
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WEIRD. THEY CAN'T IUST 
Do ANYTHING FOR 175 OWN 
SAKE, AND APPARENTLY 

THEN Don'T cook! 


5 THERE 15 
CONNECTION / - 67-33 
BETWEEN 225 Ms 
EZS GETS іт, AND 
EN THEY Ац LOOK 
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X HOPE YOUNE АЧ. BEEN 
DOING ALL RIGHT WITH THOSE 
ABDOMINAL EXERCISES. THEY 


КАН. 
INK 


A ጩጨ S: 


EXT You DON'T Tat 


Д u сет ensier 
HIPS GOING LIKE A 


MATTER WHAT YOUR 


PENDULUM NO 


И хоо, т MEAN, т ALANS THOUGHT N 

THIS DANCE WAS VERY BEAUTIFUL AND 

сай. NERY SEXY, BUT ISN'T IT ALSO SUPPOSED 
JA PART? THIS ISN'T DOING То ВЕ... RELIGIOUS IN NATURE? I 

Ty ANYTHING FOR мч ALWAYS KIND OF BUPPED NER THAT. 

Ж” “| | т JUST WANTED To ASK, AND ГМ Nor 

MAKING FON, BUT How 15 THIS 
b А FORM of WORSHIP? 


AMM, WELL, AROUSAL... AROUSAL 15 
ENERGY, YES? THERE ARE ALL KINDS OF 

THINGS THAT ENUNEN THE MIND AND THE BODY. DANCING IN ል TITY BAR 

GOOD FOOD, GOOD COMPANY, BEAUTY, DISPLAYS ов. SOMETHING 2 


а: 


OF SKILL... EVEN А GOOD MOVIE. WE OFFER 
ALL THESE THINGS то THOSE. WHO WATCH. 


EHI 


Емевч TEACHER MUST FIND 
X JUST ромт 


HIS OWN WAY. Z FINO “SHUT UP AND. ነ 
USTEN то WHAT You ARE PAYING ME 19 


THOSE WHO ARE PROPERLY 


INDEED, а! 
iT 15. AND DETERMINED TO EXTRACT WHAT ҮҮ 
I DON'T BAK Yo) OFFER WILL Nor ве EASILY |1 
«4 кс TONG SHAKEN OFF, AND You WILL E 
KORSE. FIND YOUR TRUE STUDENTS. Ян 
is 
N < ç 
F, inm З 
Фа > > 
M Padi Е ኣ 
ኑጊ ር 
| " 25 
p 2) 
a: = 
ARA 
Ї BP 
BUT WE WERE DISCUSSING 2 pis 
ም VE ን RELIGIOOS DANCE AS OPPOSED 
PAID UP, So 175 No MATTER TO RECREATIONAL OR 
То МЕ IF THEY CHOOSE TO Ger COMMON DANCING. ( 
NOTHING FOR THEIR MONEY. 人 - 1 
т ИН — 
Бри емира 2 Ши = 
ШИ 8 © Е 2 
dc og à 4 Ú alas 
КУ : 


mm ЈЕ 
er ፳፻ 


SEE, THAT'S ТЕ 5 
TROUBLE, т THINK... HERE 
15 No DIFFERENCE- 


TNE DANCED 
IN RITUALS. INE DANCED 
ON BAR TOPS. 
INE DANCED АТ የ" 
WEDDINGS AND AT W 
WAKES АМО AT BIRTHDAY 
PARTIES AND FOR Ste. 
KIDS IN HOSPITALS- 


AND ፡ 


DANCED ON тнє 
SIDE ዕዮ THE RoAD 
FoR BAKSHEESH 


THRowN BY TOURISTS, 
AND Т DON'T SEE 
THE DIFFERENCE! 


"THE THING 15... DANCE (5 N 


JUST ONE THING. A VERY 
ЭГЭЭ 


Waku Tokka 
Of |4| Тіккета 


N VS AND MUSIC 
SS 


AND-- ANYTHING SHINY 
OR SPARKLY, ОЙ, 
THAT SOUNDS So 


q 

„THESE ARE АЦ PART OF ONE BIG THING, AND 

ITS A THING FOR THE DEAD. THE DEAD LIKE ALL 
THAT STUFF, SO WE DANCE. FoR THEM. T 


UOT LIKE Rock STARS. 
THEY LIKE А NICE DINNER, 
AND A LITTLE DANCING 
WITHOUT ENERYBODY 
| PESTERING THEM. „1 


OH-- I HAVE А ALE OF GOOD LoeAL 
RECORDINGS OF ТАКА MUSIC. FAT SAM'S 
REALLY GETTING GOOD. I COULD DROP 
THEM AT YOR PLACE AFTER CLASS... 


У FERSENAUNF 10, No. т DO Ñ 
UKE THE WIND INSTRUMENTS, BUT 
እ NOT THE DANCE MUSIC. 


JUST FILE THEM IN THE ARCHIVES, : 

PEASE, WE'LL Со AER THEM FoR Js Л 

REPEATING MOTIFS (М A DAY 28542. 
OR SO. 


м4 
К \ 
№ 
Qu. 
т 4423 


N y 
VES = 

/ X THOUGHT You Үс 

LIKED TRADITIONAL 
НАЈТАМА MUSIC, 


~ MEAN, Мат Тіс PoP STOFF, 
=чевч600ч HATES THAT 


I GUESS IT САМ 


SOUND ል UTTE + PURE IRONY М KEYS... THEY'RE MEANT ТО 
CLANGOROOS. 15 THAT THATS WHY REPRESENT IMPERFECTION - - 
A 
~ а Y & 2 
= ==, 
Sy 
[2 
(4 
2 2| 
Са 2 
522 


ОҢ, ITS JUST PRONINCIAL. 

ONCE A FEW MUSICIANS Go BACK 
FROM THE CIMES WITH INSTRUMENTS 
THAT AREN'T MADE FROM SALVAGED | 7 STRWE TOWARD PERFECTION 
TRUCK PARTS, THE MUSIC WILL ADVANCE. | D / OR ELSE LACK FIRE. 


IMPERFECTIONS MAKE. THE Ч 
6005 DRAW ክፎልፎ- 


MEY CRANE TO Ак THINGS. 
SAME WAY SOME PEOPLE LEAP (N 


TO MAKE THEM SOP 
ANO NOTICE US. 


AS TUER.. WEIRD ERRANDS 
ALL AROUND US, UKE 
ADULTS STEPPING OVER 


KDS PLAYING ON 
“THE FLOOR. 


І JUST САМЕ. TO HANE РОМ, LEARN А -- IM SURE HE ONLY MEANT ТО SAY, 
DANCE, cer some EXERCISE. тиомт እ, `Š] | UNDER YouR CARE, YOUR BABY wu BE 


||| 
NN 


POINT оғ BEING AUNE, 

ISN'T IT? TRANSIENT. 

LIVING THINGS INCUBATE 
EXTERNAL unes? | y 


AND (N SUCH SHORT 
RANS oF ПМЕ ... A 
А TEN-NEAR-OLD 
KID MAY OWN ል бой. 
OF SNRPASSNG BEAUTY, 
AND ል MISER oF FNE- 
AND-THIRTY МАЧ DIE 
WITH NO SPARK AT ALL, 


So YOURE SAVING You 
ALSO ВЕЦЕМЕ. THAT INFANTS 


qe 


ү | “Жаны; 
| d 7 7 2 SY F N ny 


2 
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Шу 
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WPM 


TAO በ(።.ኦ 
Hh тема 


ГАМСЕ 
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ЧИ 
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LADY ЕТНАММ 
FASHION DESIGNER. 


TAHOUSA 


| 


BARON MANAVELIN 


JOHNNY LOCKRUM 
— 
BARON'S SON 


SMITHSON 
— 
POUCE DETECTIVE 


LOHENA 
EXPECTANT MOTHER 


FLORESCA DESUSA 
— ЭЦБА. 
BARON'S HEAD соок 


ЧОА 
KITCHEN MAID 


Жо 
| L 
“ግ... Р 
| 
| | 


መጨ እ 


ብቡ Wm 

NEN мн 4 й 

SN Ш WW NW I ! 
T us 
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THOSE ARE JUST TRASH BIRDS! Чо RE DON'T PUT тик OFF ON. 
Тоо OLD TO BE HUNTING THOSE. WHAT'S loge UNCUE. ITS SnLL А 
WRONG WITH You? WASTE ዕዮ COSTLY 


UNCLE SAID tT WAS ዌዕዕው То ка 
“THEM. BROOD PARASITES, AREN'T THEY? THEY VE THESE THINGS CAN RUN 
UM THEIR EGGS IN GAME BIRDS’ NESTS... THE DONG- И | SKTY NESTS А SEASON, THAT'S ል 
EATER BABIES KILL THE GAME-BIRD BABES...7 И | LOT OF GAME BIRDS WE WON'T HAVE 


ҮР THERE ARE TOO MANY 
OF ANYTHING, ITS THE GIRLS 
BECAUSE THESE. Yoo HAVE то KuL. 
ARE Au MALES, 
Boer WASTER. 


You соло KUL ል 
HONORED OF THEM, AND 
THE HUNDREDTH WOLD STILL 
HANE. А BREWER TO MAKE ል 
HUNDRED HUNDRED MORE. 


NONO, You 
А BARON 15 Кот. 


SINCE His 


THE MOST А Жер 
NOBLES IN THE CITY, AND 
THEN'VE DENIED THE 

овце. NEARLY 
EVERYTHING 一 4 


TERRITORY To BUILD 
4 MANAVELIAL THE 


THE GRAND NEW 
MANOR HOUSE ፅፎ ITs 
GROUNDS ARE BEING 
OFFERED! 15 THAT 
FRIENDLY? 


E “ - г 
ግጭ SS : 
УТ 2 ШОТТ? 
PRIVACY, Bur FORA MAN 
! G шиє ик Поет па 
--MASSWE T5 WWDIEROUS-- 
ESTATE IS ын, ፀ (5 < 
THE МОМВЕР- k: 一 
EMPLOYER IN THE 2 М [м Ай as በ 5 "ono; 41, 
АВБА-- — S 7 "BARON MANANEUN, Nor 
pe | : | 54 “BARON GF МАЮАМБИК, 
4 % % тэ x р 
A NE 
ИЙ -NAQUTED us i 
И NOBODY CLAN INTO я 
ጠጄ имецент BOT E ROUEN ር і 
нарід THE HOURLY WAGE 
DOESN! 2 Dow THERE 15 Low, 
PUBUC( тү: BUT BARON MANANEUANI 
FOH-LEASE - 5 CREATING BES ву / 
ena THE НМ -- 2 
ARANT MENT 
“То DENOTE. Ним. Z 
- 5 асам 22 
7 Seals, SUPPORTED BY THE 
MS, CHAPELS, PROSPEROUS EASTERLIN, 2 


HSPITALS THeouct- 
ол HIS NEWLY CEDEO 


BARONY, цог 167 a 
TURNING ^ 505 2 FAMILIES 
ዕፎ wo А SILK-- Кам 
we Aow 
— "ТИБ МАН To ም መች 
MS оды MARTIAL LAN? 
Е СМЕ STREETS, 
Тест тат LAND PRICES = WELL, Ж THINK IT's FER, вот. 
Dokl МЕРЕ ARE SOCNEAP QUITE CLEAR WHY THE 
2 HAD NOTHING ТА Фо ити BARON WON'T Ler THE E y 
2 MT LAST гов Н 
аан PRESS SEE HIS SON. і 
SSI 
«итар ЫЙ 
Ç ES 
THERE'S SOMETHING 
WRONG WITH THE KD. 
Nor SICK. DEFORMED. 


175 So 08015. >a 


АКО MISTER. HERO 
CAN'T STAND HAVING A 
CHILD WHO (SAT ea rec 


JUST ANOTHER CLAN 

4 7 ARISTOCRAT Wil роме 7, 

КЕС ТЕ UNFORTONATE Resors B^ 
OF INBREEDING ON THE LOWER ረ 

CITYS OUER BURDENED ፦ = 

SOCAL SERNICES -- == 


= 


LADY MANANELIN 
ው ENER А PATRON OF 
PR S іш ADDITION To 
[^ a EMDOWING SKILLED 
Ж. Баг» 
< " РА = 
а 
ORDERS, MAAM. WE'RE То NOBODY'D PUT UP WIH THE 
= HERE? KEEP THE KODZU ОРЕ OF THE RACKET THOSE THINGS MAKE Е 
BARON'S OUTER WALL: “THEY WASN'T HALE NEAR ONLY. 
d 5 SOURCE OF LIGHT DOWN HERE! 
NE РУ; 
4 Yes, 
7 MA'AM. 


ነ 
ኒ 
= Jeu, You Tew 
= ци FRoM ME THAT (Е 
ол HERE'S = ( us Goes Ат THAT HES cor TO = Nes, 
PuBuc PROPERTY! ES GET MORE STKEET LIGHTS/. = МААМ. 
E THAT'S 
TRADESMAN'S баги? YOUR Boss WANTING 
ENTRANCE 2 # уві! MOE Л THS STUFF? THATS 6000- 
3 UNDER THIS QUALITY боло WIRE. 
MESS ME- 
wl ИЕ 
3 N m E 
Із "biz ዥነ A 
= 
~ ¿A ر‎ ተም 
2) SN / n 
ANA Є 
2 Ji E 
A “ት T 
ЙШ | 
ЯТ NAH, YOU 
|| | / НАЕ \T IF 
E | | | You want: 
ІШ | 
' 
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WINS #፳5 
AUS AN 
ај ርመ "— С; ! 


12 
АТ) “сн m 


mm 


ІК 
Q. 


\ 
SN 


FEW UTY ዕዬዚጄፎፍ 
7 SINCE THE RETIREMENT OF WILL BIER SEL THE PARK- П ት [ 
RENOLMED LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, LIKE BEAUTY OF ExofbLitanl | Ї 
MR.CLARE TUDE SIMBLETT, т HOPE To / WOODLANDS WHABLTED BY e 
TORN over MANAGEMENT oF THE КАК ABORIGINES- =. 
GROUNDS To А HANDPICKED TEAM 2 
КУ РҮ, OF ці TRIBAL STEWARDS. NUS. Ф. ND 
\ г L- 52-22) 
ነነ y ብ "WEE 
1 — ፳>.2 г т - = 
27 = 4 
= 3 

ሃሪ | ኣ y jM 117 / 
ሠው Өн WS E ⁄ 2 7 

NS > ። m 5 = 

- wj, / ; 

< < YY = 7 HATS AN 7 
o v Alore? WE are, МИ 
= D ኛ APPARENTLY. 2 = 

Ñ ረ > Ттт ка Á ТА 


Мо ONE ALIVE ! MORE ATTUNED 
TO THE GREAT BIOLOGICAL SYMPHONY -- 


we? U 


PT P 
A 


Мно бөхөд TRIS UNIQUE 
ከም ምስ ሐ 


3 
EH, HALA, US THIS ONE READY? ии 
THERE'S A LADY ARRINED LME, SANS ноши SHE 
SHELL PAY 7RIALE. DOESN'T WANT KNOW? tT MATCHES. 
TO Ве THE ONIN ONE WITHOUT: HER PRESS! 
THAT one? 5 = «ж 77 
THAT'S FOR А - 
я መባው Ltt қасы! = መን 
GIVE HER ONE / А 0017 
Ч HATS RIGHT 4 our 
የ55 HER! 人 | 
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WHAT KIND oF PEOPLE ARE 7865622 
1 


ZZ 
Фр 
1542 
可 | |. = | 
| 8 
Тіс 
ኣ . EL 
02 тэрс ~ ኾነ 
4 соң, SORRY, 
=W. CASIN. Т.ЭВоОО: 


HAVE TOLD You, ITS 
IN A LOT ос THEIR 
የ565. ከ 


у S/ WHERE From? У 2 DON'T CARE WHO 
| WERE IN THE | KNOWS каг ELSE MIGHT 
MIDDLE ዕፍ THE BE IN THE ООО THEN EAT! 
€ ату. THEY MIGHT cook Wird 
КА PUNG FOR AL WE 
У Кол)” 
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%% 
THAT WOMAN IN THERE, SHE TRIED То FEED J % 
THE CHREN ANIMAL МИК! 27 


TM NOT TAKING ANYTHING 
FROM THAT HEARTH AGAIN. THE МАМ 
САМ JUST GET US MEAT 


OH, HEAVENS, No... 
NoBopy їм THEIR 
RIGHT MIND Cooks 

WITH DUNE. 


m > 

Il. BET SHE DD. UMM... CRESCENT Moon? VA 

DIDN'T ENEN CRACK 1 MONTHLY CYCLE? FEMININE И 

A GRIN DOING tT, зом SYMBOL AU THE WORLD OVER, A 
3 FOR GENERATIONS UNTOLD? 


THE ONLY WOMEN WHO CARRY KNIVES 
OF THAT DESIGN ARE ELDEST DAUGHTERS 
WHO HAVE No BROTHERS. 


DINNER WILL BE SERVED 


hd MOMENTARILY -- BUT GEORGE 


„| AND = монт we ALL 
А MIGHT UKE то DINE 
“А BY STAR мент 


WELCOME, ЕМЕСЧОМЕ, 1፦ 


TO MANANELIN/ 


AS THE EVENING AIR, 
CLAD IN THE BEAUTY 
OF А THOUSAND STARS!" 


Al 


Ч 


ЛТД 


ADDITIVE, 
Suspecte? 


= TWINK THAT 
TUE PRESENCE ФР. 
RABBIT BALANCING IN 
THE MEDIA is THE она! 
TANG THAT MAINTAINS 
WI LAST бодох MREP 
ғ MNoCENCE. 


TOLET PAPER! 
TOILET PAPER! Тост 
Paper! YAAY/ 


ХЕК 
m 


Еней мо T ፍለዜሪ 
ДЕ < tet ዘ зек көсе 
|. МО тег የፌ MER SEE 
Backs, ямр mey FEL 
y ON THER PRES, = 
М076%65 THELVE = 
uL 
Bag бөс 


WHEN THoRAZINE 
WAS DISCOVERED, IT WAS 
HAILED AS ል MIRACLE -+ 
CALLED “THE CHEMICAL 
LOBOTOMY" BECAUSE 


THERE 15 
Мо fossam 
OF RESCUE FROM 
THs REMOTE 
Locamon 


casting 


СОМЕ 
BACK INSIDE, 

LOHENA. DON'T 
LOOK AT THAT 
Now. 


SOUNDS UKE ል 


351 


WHATS-HER- МАМЕ, THE 2 
LADY IN THE BiG HOUSE, 
SOMEBODY STOLE HER МОМ You 


о), So 
COME BACK IN. YoU DON'T 
ሸሻ NEED To MINK ABOUT 


ነፊ 
е 
OF 
DON'T WORRY መሣ 
ANYMORE, My U PUT ALL 
Е PECES TOGETHER 
FOR You. 
122211 


| | You were тие usc то S ከ үз 1 
SEE THE CHILD, AT SENEN | d 
FORTY-FIVE LAST NIGHT. 

s OH гель, 
DEAR. МЕ, You 


AREN'T STARTING 


2 


SOMEONE WHOENER 7206, Dy" Less еди 
MUST HAVE. SEEN HIM MUST HAVE, 
HIM AFTER You MUSTN'T THEY? 


ES PARTIT WAS A GOLDEN, Ab CHANCE THE CHILD 
OPPORTUNITY То GET INTO LIEUTENANT, COULD ЗЕ HIDDEN ANYWHERE 
THE House, HM? ETHANY IS MY COUSIN. ОК THE ESTATE \TSELB, 

2 IM IN AND ዉሻ OF THIS men? 
House WEEKLY. 


| 


2 5 | 
THEY OUGHT то 
KNOW IF THEIR MASTERS 


BABY HAS BEEN PROPERLY | 
KIDNAPPED’ j 


i 
OF MONEY МА , 
PRIVATE PHOTO SHooT 1 
WITH THIS RECLUSE ME House А45 T 

BARON'S HEIR, BEEN THOROUGHLY i / 
WOULDN'T THERE? SEARCHED, THEN? | ; 
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OH, YES, LIEUTENANT, 

т AGREE, KIDNAPPING 15 
No LAUGHING MATTER, My 
COUSIN GUALT WAS KIDNAPPED! 
LAST YEAR, AND MISSED HIS 
CHANCE То TOUR WITH THE 


MANICHORDANISTS 
LIKE TURNPENNY 
DON'T DIE EVERY 


| OFFICERS, МУ STAFF ARE. AT YOUR DISPOSAL, BUT ዘ 

NOT Ar Your WHIM WE АМЕ СМЕР. ል HUNDRED W 
PARTY GUESTS WHO MUST BE ACCOMMODATED UNTIL ЈИ 
You PERMIT THEM то со HOME. 


MAKE Time Y OH, No, Мо, WE'VE У WE ONLY ህጻ PEOPLE 
TO INTERMEA | DONE ENOUGH OF WITH A REAL CONNECTION 
THE REST OF 人 በዬ SERVANTS. | To THE STOLEN CHILD. 
He MAFF i 


HE NAS IN MERE. 
HELPING WITHTHE 
PARTY Food ALL 
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LENE HIM 
ALONE. 


JUST ANOTHER 
ALTIN, DRUNKEN 
ASUAN WITCH МАМ, 


DiD You WEAR: вот 
POOR NESSAF ТӘЖ HER 
LADYSHIPS SEDATYES. 


SAVING THEM ህየ. SHE 
MAD HALE WHE BOTE. 
Now SHES бот THO 
COPS WATCHING HER, 
AND HER IN HER 
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HNH. DIRTY 
HAR, DIRTY 
FEET, ANDA 

LOTTA 
Nase. 


т CATCH YOU DOWN THERE IN 
THAT, TILL THUMP YOUR SKULL бе. 
እ You. AND NEITHER oF US WANTS 


TO HOLD ል BIG RELIGIOUS 
RITUAL? т MEAM МОМ, BECAUSE 
OF WHATS GOING ON UPSTAIRS 2 


OH, COME ON, GIVE THIS (5 THE REAL 

THING, ^ SUMMONING, ISN'T IT? THEYRE 

CALLING A SPIRIT To fossess SOMEBODY, 
Тец. THEM WHAT To Do-- መ 


THAT'S IF THEY CARE ABOUT -- ALLTHE STUFF ON 


THE MASTER AND MISSUS AT ALL. THE ALTAR, IT'S FOR ETA- 
MORE UKELY THEN JUST WANT To ELE, бат? I LOOKED ir 


KEEP OFF THE ENIL ENE. UP, GREEN BEADS, LILIES-- 


VES, YodRE VERY Ж BUT THEN KEEP መመ Ў 
Бүгін THEY'RE CALLING № CALLING AND BLACK ATA 


BLACK MAMA. ав MAMA DOESN'T ( 


BLACK MAMA, MOTHER of ALL 
BABIES. SHE'S A HARD WOMAN то 
ANYONE WHO'D HURT A CHILD. 
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THERE ARE ONLY So MANY GATES OUT ОҒ THE 
ESTATE, AND ASCIANS CAMPED ON THE WEST AND 
SOUTH. WHAT ABOUT SUBTERRANEAN ACCESS? 


NONE. FIRST THING 
THE BARON DID, SEAL 
THOSE UP. HES PROFERLY 


NEW COMMUNIQUE, 


SANS THE BABY 15 FINE, 
THRIVING oN тне DIET цев. 
LADYSHIP RELEASED TO THE 
PRESS; THE USUAL THREATS 
NOW THAT You've. CONTACTED 


р ሀ5-- BOLLERPLATE KIDNAPPING 
PARANOID, OUR LORD. — | SCRIPT. THEY Gor (ГОРЕ ል 
NET SITE, SMART. МАР. МЕТ... 


S 


... ሻ›ዩጪ PROM TS 15 GUAY T 
renee t Vasa Ñ DON'T PUT MUCH Stack 
" WHEN 
MORE, Мой. кзы MORE! IN ONSPIRACY THEORIES, 
SAME SYMBOL АТ 


THS © ህል стрмо, | NOBODY CAN KEEP А 
THE ТОР AS ON ዝዬ PIRATE STATION 665, 


FUCKING SECRET 
RANSOM NOTE, SIR. THE NEIGHBOR оғ Ч 


THAT HASN'T BEEN 
MADE Рувис, ዕፍ 


Uf --/75 ALL RIGHT ይፈ 
ITS ALL RIGHT, You'RE 
NOT THE FIRST WOMAN 

THIS HAS EVER 4 
HAPPENED 72-- 


WEL JUST HAVE 
ТО KEEP IT А SECRET 
FOR A FEW DAYS, Now! 
THIS TIME GIVE JUST 

А LITTLE PUSH-- 


C'MON, MAN -- 
THIS IS А BABY. 


У My COLLEAGUES ARE 
COPS BECAUSE THEY HANE 


I THOUGHT You 
KIND AAD To HELP 
WHENEVER THEY'RE 
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В, ТМ ል FOOTMAN, SAME AS YOU- 
I'M NOT TRAINED То የዕዚዕህ A 
SCENT TRAIL! THAT'S A VERY 
ADVANCED DEGREE -- WHEN 
WOULD г HAVE HAD TIME? 


PSYCHICS, 
PHRENOLOGISTS, 
Dow5ERS-- 
SHOWOFFS/ 


INVESTIGATING THE KIDNAPPING 

OF ONE JOHN PALMER LOCKRUM, 

AGED FOURTEEN MONTHS. T HEAR 
HE LIVES AROUND HERE. 


WEL WHATEVER 
YOU Do, STAY our oF 
THE NURSERY, IF HER 
LADYSHIP FINDS You, 
IN THERE SHE'LL 
ርፎ А HAIRPIN 

IN Your EYE. 


I'M Nor ALLOWED FREE 
RUN OF THIS HOUSE. ANY MORE 
THAN YoU ARE. 


IN FACT, Го BE OUT ом 
MY EAR IN HALE THE TIME: 
YOU WOULD. UPSTAIRS 
SERVANTS ARE. A UTTLE 
BIT TERRITORIAL. 


You're 
LUKY IT WAS 
STANYA AND NOT 


MRS. Миз. 


HELP BECAUSE YOV CAN'T 
Do WHAT т DO. CAN'T SEE 
WHAT I SEE. CAN'T 
ARRNE AT CONCLUSIONS 
THE WAY I Do. 


f} YOU CANT USE My 


AND NO COURT 
IN THE CITY WILL 
ACCEPT МЕ AS АМ 


ћи WITNESS. 


1 WANT 
To FIND TS 
CHILD. 


WELL DONE. ALL 


NOT А LOT, THIS (5 
TIBRY GRASS, NERY 
SPRING. 


EXPENSIVE. 
MEANT то оок. 
UNDISTURBED, 


UL > 


LEAVES, SUGHTLA 
ROTTED. LEAVES 
"THAT WERE WALKED 


BRUISED 
GRASS 2 


AUTY MAN d 
DOESNT TRUST TREES, 
BUT THERE'S NO 
OTHER COVER. 


THE SUALE (ዔ 
Мости, Гр МАКЕ 


- чо У YOU FIND KICKED PEBBLES AND 
А TRACKERS FLIPPED- OVER LEAVES, AND YOU 
5 Fouow Ем... HOW Do You Kow 

OUR MAN DID THEM? 


T KNEW A 
GUY UKE Чой. 
т WAS INTHE 
HOME MUTA 


EVERYBODY 
MARKS “THE GROUND 
IN А DIFFERENT 

WAY. 


175 DIFFERENT IN HERE. ALL 

THE POLICE SEEM To Do iS SCREAM, 

“You DID AT, CONFESS,’ UNTIL ይ 
SOMEONE DOES. (3 


й 
"መራ 


THAT, AND ВЕСУ 
ON HIDDEN CAMERAS, | 
DATASNAKES, AND 

KIDS SELLING 


NERY ONE. ASSUMES THAT Е ም кєм со ARE ፍዕ USED Va s 
E ] ^ 

TIER РЕМ НИ | Hey geer Hat exen ox 
pe gie i b, BEATEN PATH THINGS Go WRONG... 


“መ FOR МОМЕЧ IS А GAME 
р і ONU THE BIG FAMILIES 
CAN AFFORD To PLAN. 


Үш CRAZY# keer | 
НМ N HERE 4 


T AM SPEAKING Now 
To THE UNKNOWN PERSON 
WHO 15 HOLDING MY BABY 


FOR RANSOM 


НЕ STILL CONSUMES 
TWENTY OUNCES OF 
PREPARED MILK PER 
DA, IN SUPPLEMENT 
то Sou FOOD. 


HE MUST NoT 
BE FED CHICKEN, 
TURKEY, QUETZAL, 
OR OTHER BIPEDS, 

OR RISK 


DEVELOPING 
ALLERGIES. 


PLEASE REFER To 
THE GALDALE CLAN. 
“FIRST YEAR" HUSBANDRY 
MANUAL FOR MORE 
DETAILED DIETARY 
INSTRUCTIONS. HE 
CONFORMS WELL 
То ME TEXT. 


He LIKES 
SCHEDULES... HANE 
HIM IN BED BY EARLY 
ENENING AND HE'LL 
SLEEP ALL NIGHT... 
DON'T TRY To Keer 
HIM AWAKE TO 
MAKE HIM TIRED... 


PLEASE DON'T 
USE ТАСОМ oR 
CORNSTARCH ОМ 
HIM, PLEASE WASH 
YOUR. CLOTHES AS 
WELL AS HIS iN 

INFANT LAUNDRY 


IF HE CRIES 
WITHOUT His STOFFE 
SQUID, TIM SURE WE 
CAN WORK SoME- 


UNDER МО CIRCUMSTANCES 
ARE You To OFFER THESE 
ANIMALS CLEMENCY, 


MM LORD, IN 
KIDNAP CASES SUCH 
AS THIS, (Т OFTEN 
OBTAINS GOOD RESULTS. 


“NO. BAD ENOUGH THAT 

т LET You TALK MY WIFE 
INTO GOING ON THE AIR. 
T KNEW) Sep MAKE THE 
MISTAKE ዕዮ APPEAUNG 
То OUR ENEMIES. 

ANO You kuew ır 720." 


ЖС | 


МЧ LORD, THIS CAN'T ВЕ 

A PROFESSIONAL ЗОВ. 

“| THE CULPRIT WON'T НАМЕ 
THE PROTECTION оғ CLAN 


OR FAMILY -- “ K 


"Yo ee TELLING ME 
WHAT You've BEEN 
TELLING ME СМЕР. 
AND OVER AND OVER. 
You CAN'T Find MY 
SON BY YoUR USUAL 
METHODS." py 
SIR, KIDNAP BY 
А STRANGER 15 
THE LEAST CoMMoN 
говм- Г 
OVER AND WER 
AND OVER-- You're “ALL DUE RESPECT, SIR, 
SAVING. (07 CANT CRIMES LIKE THIS ARE 
FIND МУ SON." SOLED BY PEOPLE WHO 
KNOL) THE PERPETRATORS. 


т SIR, ጋ 
2) ADUISEO THAT 
s You ARE 
= SPEAKING TO 
[] ኢሚ 


አርፎ ለክ 
INCREASED, (ЈЕ ШАҢ 

7 Tune 
THE ORIGINAL RANSOM. % 


Г]. ШЕШЕГЕ Ыр 


WE HAVE EVERY INTENT То 

SEND THE BABY BACK iN 

j 6000 HEALTH. WE WILL шору 
THE INSTRUCTIONS СМЕМ By 

HER LADYSHIP FULLY, WE CANT 

SWE HIM Back омги. THINGS 

лет DOWN. SURELY THE 
AKON CAN AGREE TIE Risk.” 


то PUT THE 
TER ser ык 
+оо e 


N 
“THE BABY 15 STRONG AND 
VER GooD HEALTH, WE GNE 
HIM TWICE AS MUCH Food 
AS HER UADJSAVP SAAD. TWO 
NURSES HANE СОТ HIM DAY мо 
NICHT: HE\S QUITE WELL, 


፲ THINK THE 
BARON DOESN'T 


"GUY COMES 


ONTO THE GROUNDS MORE THAN НЕ NEEDS. 
IN THE DARK. НЕ 


EXACTLY THE HEIGHT 
BRINGS A HOMEMADE. OF THE NURSERY 
FOLDING LADDER. WINDOW, NOT ONE 
OUNCE HEAVIER 
THAN (т HAS TO ВЕ. 


“NOT ONE RUNG 


"СЕРТ ME 
FORGETS.” 


if 
Я 
4 


M -Á 
72: 


Nu, 
«/ 


ЗАИР 
> RIOR 


а 
— “mm Е 
С ТУР 


2 
2 
<< 


(Bases, 


-一 一 、 
BABIES Y 
(WIGGLE. } 
5-22” 


IT'S WARD. RS 

CUMB DOWN 

ALADDER ane } 
HANDED. 


Men 


WIS LADDER 75, 
COULDN'T ТАҚЫ) 


МЕ STRAIN. 


HE GRABBED 
UP THE 6004 
AND RAN AUL HE 
WAY ovr HERE 
BEFORE ME 
STOPPED TO 
Look. 


THIS CHILD 
WAS NEVER A 
BABY To HIM. 


HE NAS MONEY, 
AFTER, 
НЕ WAS ONLY 
EVIDENCE. 


тв STILL MONEY. B 
HE'S STILL TRYING TO You' 
осе 
сет ዝዬ Є А 
тенен FUCKING 


KIDDING! 


amasisa 
RANSOM ТЫЮ, THREE 
^ TIMES Nou. 


THE PHONE BANDS 
ARE PUBLIC, PROTECTED 
84 FREE SPEECH, AND МОГ 
ONE THING SAID NER THEM 
16 ADMISSIBLE IN 
court: 


NO І MEAN, YOUVE 
BEEN IN TOUCH WITH 
THE BASTARD?? 


SURE. THREE 
08 коор TIMES 
А DAY, Most 


LONG ENOUGH 
To TRACEZ 


You MeAN-- SHIT 
I COULD CALL UP THE POLICE 
PRECINCT ANO CONFESS To BEING 
THE BhSSEY PARK STRANGLER AND 
V COULDN'T DO ANYTHING 


ABOUT т2? 


5 2 


х IF We FIND 
e - N ANY, THE ACADEMY 
ISN'T TURNING OUT 
А LOT oF Go- 
NO, WE Just беттен 
COULDN'T USE THE x 


PHONE CALL. 

WE COULD Аст 

ON FACTUAL INFORMATION 

IN THE CALL, TRY то GET 
PHYSICAL ENIDENCE To 

CONNECT THE CRIMES 

To фи. 
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ዬ 
hen KIND. TMERE'S NOT A 
` TEN-YEAR-OLD KID 
AMONG ASCIANS THAT 
COULDN'T HAVE 
П 
TRAED THIS GOY oy e 


ARE BLIND AND 


You KNOW ке. 
CAN'T. ዝህ KNOW 
| WHY we самт. 
| Yo) ARE CITIZENS 
OF NOWHERE, Үд КЕ 
ALL ልክ ELECTIO 
AWAY FROM 
DEPORTATION. 


WE HAVE 
TO FIND А WAY 
TO CATCH THIS GUY 
WITHOUT 


YOU. 


YouD HANE TO 
LET THAT Poor, 
WOMAN GO ом 
THINKING HER 
BABY'S 


ALIVE. 


HUSH, CHILD, 
YOU DON'T KNOW 
YET WHAT чорц. 

HAVE To Do. 


TWINS! 


NO ONE WILL CoME IN , 


о, Jf моє even (аж ar Чоо- No 
ТИЕУ мис KILL 


7 ЖШ ос wu grea тне вети 
МЕ- THEY'LL KILL NZD 


M- MY ` NEIL. NoT ENEN Your MAN 
CHILDREN-- E Vay WOULD DARE. THEY WILL 
TURN ል BUND EYE 
FOR TEN DAYS -- 


You THINK THE BARON 
WILL BE SATISFIED? WE'LL 
NENER KNOW HIS CHILD'S 
MURDERER WAS CAUGHT. 


BRING THIS 
MAN'S HEAD 

To THE 
BARONESSZ 


GUY. You JUST 
НАМЕ то 
TRUST 

ME'Z 


You'D Just 
BE ANOTHER 
FILTHY, 
NIOLENT, 
DRUNKEN, 
ASCIAN. 


AND THEN 2270 
YOUR PROBLEMS 
WOULD 60 AWAY, 
WOULDN'T HEYZ 


Em 


DOES THAT- 
THAT THE KIDNAPTERS 2 


т, 


HERE ОМ THE 
GROUNDS? 


Dio You FIND THAT 


ҮЕ Чо) DIDN'T DO г 


зі 
25 
5 

М 
82 
зі 
88 
88 


PINTS то You? 


YOURE омиксер 
THAT THE MAN You FOUND 
IS THE GUILTY ONE! 


OR So You 


SAY! 


WALK AWAY 
FROM ሠዘለፐ 


ги Give 
You тем 
DANS. 


TEN DAYS 
15 ENOUGH Fog. 
ALL KINDS оғ Ë 
THINGS. 
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y ии" | 7 


PILLY- PEE, 
PILLY- Wee -- 


WHEN YOU АКЕ 
YOUNG, You DON'T 

PAY муси ATTENTION 

TO WARS, EVEN IF 
YOU'RE IN ONE. 


MAYBE ESPECIALLY 
IF YOU'RE IN ONE 
THERE'S NO TIME. 


I WAS ON A BUS TRAVELING 

FROM BELTYNE TO ANVARD. 

OUR BUS BLEW SOME TIRES 
AND was BOARDED. 


WE WERE REROUTED 
TO AFIELD HOSPITAL. 


MIRACLE CURES COME OUT oF 
THESE HOSPITALS, OUT IN THE 
MIDDLE OF NOWHERE, 


DRUGS 
VACCINES, 


SURGICAL 
TECHNIQUES. 


I WASN'T THERE LONG 
ENOUGH TO PANIC. T ESCAPED 
BEFORE THERE WAS TIME TO 
STARVE OR GET SICK OR WORRY 
ABOUT WHO I WAS LEAVING BEHIND. 


Ї WAS THERE 
A DAY AND A NIGHT 
AND A DAY, 

AND I BROUGHT 
OUT EVERYONE 
I сойр, 


WE WERE 
їч THE CONTROL 
GROUP. МЕ WEREN'T 
МАТСНЕО AS CLOSELY. 


IF WE HADN'T BEEN 
SEPARATED FROM THE 
EXPERIMENTAL GROUP 
WE'D NEVER HAVE 
GoTTEN AWAY. 


WE WENT OUT THROUGH 

THE SHIT TRENCHES. THE 
GUARDS DIDN'T BELIEVE МЕ 
HAD THE NERVE то Go IN THERE, 


WE FOLLOWED THE 
RIVER QUT, МЕ KNEW 
WE COULDN'T DRINK IT. 


TWO BY TWO. 
NOBODY бот LOST. 


SUM | Two BY Two. 
QU ኢጊ A LIKE SCHOOL. 
WE MOVED FAST FoR 

ME FIRST то DAYS, THATS, 

АЦ... WE GOT FURTHER THAN 

THEY ህጩዕክየ we COULD. 
THAT WAS GEORGE. 

HE Gor us ой. 


< <> 


CHD HERO SAVES 28 


АШ. OF ሀ5. 
EVEN THE LITTLEST. 


WE MADE 
IT OUT. 


IT WASN'T UNTIL. 
WE WERE "SAFE" THAT 
ANYBODY DIED ON ME, 


GEORGE, vr 
WASN'T JUST THE 
CESSPITS, (T WAS 
THE WATER, You 
COULDN'T НАМЕ. 
KNOWN. 
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“ONLY DISEASE RESEARCHÉ 
CLAIM TAVECEK የ 
SS YEARS AGO, 
ENS THERE WERE Mines 
NO RIGHTS 4 IN THOSE MOUNTAIN S... 
то cuu Q 
Не» пет USED ARSENIC To 
ES ЕТ THE GOLD our, MD 
(Ts эпи IN THE 
WATER. 


BUT WE DIDN'T 
DRINK (ፐ, NOT EVEN ais 
THE LITTLE ONES ries 
RNA 
сама 


97 SETIZENS TARO 


ARROZ 
RANIA 
рати кн 


NARBE WO 
ከ ትሽ “ӨӨ 
goma оцу Ов 
ros Am N 
Mangas RT 
¿AU A 
ر‎ гаас бугд h 
SANA MINÊ 

ንኒ "Bose S 


GEORGE, 
You SAVED 


ОХУ) 
ДО 
о ዓሶ 


< 


TA / an- rm Soggs, 
| | BOY-- WERE You 
PRAYING? 


i 


THE WORLD /$ WHAT 
IT IS. АТ THE MOMENT 
OF OUR GREATEST VICTORY 
МЕ. MAN SUFFER DEFEAT. 
1 DON'T GO PULING TO ANY 
SUPERNATURAL BEINGS 
THAT МАЧ BE WATCHING 
TO BREAK THE RULES 
Foe. ME. 


LOOKS LIKE ONE. ОҒ YOUR 
EVIDENCE. BAGS, SIR. DIDN'T 
YOU BRING (TIN ач You? 


LOOKS LIKE. PHIL HERE THINKS IT'S 
FUNNY то MESS WITH ል MURDER 
CASE BY INTRODUCING QUESTION - 
ABLE ENIDENCE . 
X THINK HE NEEDS 
SOME TIME IN THE CONFESSIONAL, 


Lus! THANKS FOR surne W 
ШІ. mH WHERE r EAT DETECTNE 
it i SMITHSON! ፲ HAVE A 
А RAPPORT WITH THESE 


ШИ 
ҮШІ: 


| ЖС My ASS. 
GET YOUR DAMN FREE 
DANISH SOMEWHERE ELSE 
FOR A FEW WEEKS. 


INTO ENERY N| A FEW Psscutcs. 
INVESTIGATION. AMATEUR DETECTIVES, 
EXPERT WITNESSES, 


Comes ALITTLE 
FALSE А ë AND OTHER FULL-TIME 
INFORMATION. ATTENTION WHORES. 


ЕН 
i ЭЭН | 


ረ. | | 


—_— 


... HANDING 
МЕ SOMETHING... 


GET you бой. LET 
[oum 
/ Ко, THANKS. 
TM SURE THS $ 
TUST PHYSICAL. DUST, 
AS 
VAL DO qr. 


IF THEN ром, 
төсеме ME, 


TU gg блек. 


BLESS ме. 
SEER, FOR T 
AM IN DANGER 
AND IN DOUBT 


т HAVE BEEN 
ATTENDANT То АМ 
UNCLEAN BIRTH: 
ONE SOUL IN 
Two Bones. 


MALE AND FEMALE TIMES GONE ዩዝ. 
THEY ARE; BOTH STRONG, BIEN THE MOTHER 
CLEAN ዕዮ LIME AND WOULD HANE BEEN PUT 
ENE, MOTHER (5 To DEATH, TO Root OUT 
МЕЦ -- THE STRAIN THAT 
N PRODUCEO SUCH 
> ል Sem. 


(Шу 


Pili: x: 


ӘЛ THIS REMAINS 
CERTAIN: IF ONE DOES 


BUT, TRUTH BE NOT STARNE THE OTHER, 


KNOWN, т MNSELF | THEY WILL SURELY STARVE 
WAS BORN So. | THEIR MOTHER. 


ONE UFE FORCE 
CAN'T SUSTAIN TWO 
BODIES. 


15 EUER 
WS. 


ONLY ONE 
МАЧ ESCAPE 
ANE. 


E 

BLESS us 

AND KEEP 
vs. 


зной u$ 
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ATS NOT AS (€ Ts 15 THE FIRST TIME TVE SEEN 
А LOCAL TRY TO DIRECT BLAME ONTO ANOTHER. 
LOCAL. WHEN THE HAMMER'S RAISED, THERES, 
ALWAYS SOMEBODY WHO WANTS TO MAKE IT 


X TURN MY BACK AND ANOTHER, HALF-DOZEN EVIDENCE 
BAGS, SCHOLARLY ARTICLES, AND TAPED-UP CUPS LAND 
ON MM DESK. ለዚ. MATERIALS THAT PoINT TO ONE 
MAN. 


BIERYWHERE І СО PEOAE STIFF THINGS (NTO MN HANDS AND RUN. COFFEE-SHOP CLERKS, LAW- LIBRARY 
RUNNERS, STRANGERS ON THE STREET, EVEN A MORGUE. NURSE / 


| 
| 


ULTIMATELY IT = 
AU. COMES FROM 5 
THAT ONE CREER. == 


HE SAYS HE KNOWS 
17:12 

== e” 

Н ] 


Ч 


M 


== | 


5 2 


Y ox 
E4 
84213 
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THIS WOULD COME 
OUT ል vor BETTER 
хе You HELD YOUR. 


1 JUST WANT 
то HOLD HER АЗ 
LONG AS T CAN. 


THIS 15 A SACRIFICE 
YOU ARE BEING ASKED 
To MAKE. 


THIS (5 A CHANCE 
FOR BOTH YOUR BABIES 
То UNE. 


You CANNOT GNE 
AWAN THE DAUGHTER 
AND PRESENT YOUR MAN 
WITH ል SON. 


SEEK PERSONAL 
GAIN IN THIS, AND ል 
FAR GREATER PRICE 
WILL BE ASKED oF You 

DOWN THE ROAD. 


You MARK 
MY WORDS, ህፐቪጄ 


= 
222 
ረ 


H^ 
22 
፦፦ 
2ሠ 
፪፻ 
нЕ 


р 


TD HAVE LEFT YOU TO ROT \F ANYONE ELSE 
COULD GET DINNER FOR THAT 200 AT MANAVELIN! 
WHAT'S HIS LORDSHIP GOING To SAY WHEN HE HEARS 
THAT HIS HEAD COOK'S BEEN CHARGED WITH : 

FALSIFIING ENIDENCE IN His OWN SONS 

MURDER INVESTIGATION 2 


DOESN'T Follow 
THAT You'D -- 


тр ро 
ANYTHING 
FOR HIM, 


ж 


ША ( 
*1 WAS JUST WS = ` 
OUT BRINGING || " መ/አ 1. / 
SOME FLOUR | АА 11 


и ШОН 
ነ NS | 


--AND THEY ALL 
TURNED AWAY 
FROM HER LIKE 
SHE WAS A 
LEPER! 


(TS JUST LIKE IT SAYS IN 
AU. THOSE BOOKS ОМ ASCLANS THAT 
YOU sey ARE BULLSHIT! THeYRE 
AFRAID се WOMANS POWER! 


THEY--WERE SUPPOSED то REVERE 
BIRTH AND FERTIUTY AND ለዚ. THAT 
STUFF, BUT THEY TREAT THE ACTUAL 
WOMAN Like ЗНЕ A DISEASE! THEY 
HAVEN'T $ЕЕМ HER FoR DANS AND DAYS 
AND DAYS THANKS To THAT CRAZY "TIME 
OF CONFINEMENT" THING, THEY HANEN'T 
SEEN HER BABY AT ALL... му AUNT PEG 
GOT А RETTER RECEPTION WHEN SHE 
GAVE BIRH AND WE AL НАТЕ HER! 


тв STUPIDI = 
ALL THESE RULES AND 


ГЕЛ 


(Үү 
ሠ 


YOU DON'T KNOW 7 
\ 2,77) 
X 
= መ D 
- = ж 
M 7 
NN эр ( 


m З SN 
LN) 


m 


Sse — i. 


1 2 


\\ - 
1! 


ШИН 


y 'T WILL ВЕ 
ALL RIGHT; 
LOHENA. 


THIS PLACE ISN'T HELL- 
IT HAS (TS PATHS. tr's JUST 


MADE 
oF WOOD. 


Ш 


WHAT You SAID. TIM 
TALKING ABOUT MISOGYNY 
AND You SAY ፲ DON'T 
KNOW LOVE, WHEN 


181 
da) 3 


e 


YOU'RE NOT 
SWAD vio 
YOURE. 205т-- 


А LOT CAN GO WRONG WIM 
Dm 2 | WOMEN HANING BABIES. T WATCHED 


| 


4 


WHY SHOULD A WOMAN BE TREATED AS АМ 
ENIL INFLUENCE BECAUSE SHE'S JUST GWEN ONE MINUTE. SHE WAS FINE. NEXT 
BIRTH? UKE SHE'D BORN ЕМ ALL DOWN WITH SHE JUST... BLED OUT PLACENTA DIENT 
SOME. FLESH-EATING VIRUS JUST BY LOOKING соме. OST RIGHT, AND A PLACENTA'S 
AT THEM! sur, 16 ይ Coi Oo тнят ~ - р JOB 5 то PUMP BLoop. 


THESE ARE TRIBAL. 
NOMADS, THEN KNOW 
Елең OHER, BETTER THAN 
UN PEOPLE емее. DO, 
BETTER THAN PEORE IN 
SMALL TOWNS ENER 00. 
THEY KNOW “THIS GIRL. 
THEY SAW WER BORN. 
THEY DONT WANT То 
ЗЕЕ. HER DEAD IN THE 
PRIME OF HER UFE 

Because HER BABY 


SUPPOSE SHES GOT ል Few 
ENEMIES? TUST ል COUSIN OR TWO 
THAT SHE PISSED OFF А Few TIMES? 
MENGE THEY THINK THEN DON'T Gwe 
ል RIP IF SHE DIES OR THE BABY 
DIES OR HASN'T GOT ENOUGH FINGERS 


ВЛ хе SOMETHING Doss 
TURN OUT BAD, THEY'LL FEEL 
URE THEY LISHED tT To RAREN, 
AND You KNOW THE WHOLE GRIENING 
TRIBE WILL BE LOOKING SIDE- 
WANS AT ANYONE, НО 


So Mey vo 
WEIRD THINGS, LIKE 
WHAT You SAW- 
NOBODY WANTS TO 
TAKE THE CHANCE 
THAT MAGIC MIGHT 


7 


6 = с 
ER ۹ 

‚ /ጠጩ | заа зааг - 

/ шш በመደ ጠጠዉ wan ауа 8 


7 ጨመጨ፦ - 


SIR, YOUVE GONE So FAR 
AS TO CREATE YOUR OWN ARMED 
GUARD HERE AT THIS ESTATE- 
ARE You PREPARED To TAKE 
THE NEXT OBVIOUS STEP? 


THE MUNICIPAL 
DUCE DETECTIVES 
ARE А JOKE, SIR, AND T 
DON'T CARE WHO HEARS ME 
SAY So. THEY DON'T HANE 
THE SKILLS. THEY'RE 

JUST THUGS IN THE 
PAY OF THE CLANS. 


WE NEED A VETTER Cones. 
UKE THE ARMY, OUT IN THE 
WASTELANDS. HUNTERS, TRACKERS, 
INFORMATION GLEANERS, PEOPLE. 
WMH- SKILLS THE CLANS DON'T 
COLTIWATE. 


HELL YES, WELL NEED A WHOLE MOST oF 
OF COURSE. WEIRDOES FROM THE RADIATION BELT. 
WE vo. THEY'LL NEED SPECIAL STATUS To TESTIFY 
OR ELSE CONDITIONAL CITIZENSHIP. 
EACH MAJOR CLAN WILL HANE To HANE 
ITS OWN CONTINGENT, OR ELSE THE CORPS 
MUST BE RECOGNIZED AS А ЦЕХ CLAN 
IN ITS OWN RIGHT, AND ITS PLACE IN 
МЕ UNE cç SUCCESSION CREATED, 
OTHERWISE THEY'LL ВЕ JUST 
MORE THUGS IN THE PAY 
OF THE CLANS. 
Now-- WHAT'S 
YOUR BRILLIANT IDEA 
ПИАТ SAIL ALLTHIS 
РАЗГ THE HOUSE OF 
LORDS UNOPPOSEDZ 


de 


2 


2 


(4 


r FED UP ISNT 
THE SAME THING, 
5 TELL You Now, 


3 E | 


M, 
2 


? x ፎጩ 
M | ҮҮ | 
1 / / 
јани! N ] y 


DOORS CLOSING, NExr 


‘STOP, ዬ።የፎፎ- 


AND THE 
FELONY 
CONVICTION - 


SURE! Ar те 
SON OF A BITCH ON THE 
PAYROW! HIRE SOME 
OUT-OF-STATE VAMPIRES | 7 
WHILE YOURE AT (ፐ/ % 
% 


CANNOT ይረ 
437 


LL. МЕ Hou) ELSE То 
GET Чо) To SLEEP? 
MODERATION HAS NEVER 
BEEN YouR STRONG 

SUT, РЕТ-- 


.. 5 WERE 
IN WANTING SOME 
SENSE оғ CONTROL? 


THEY ARE CHILDRENS V, 
CLASSICS, GEORGE. Г 


一 
መመ... 


| 


ШІ 


С 
— ТИ SORRY, MISS-- S < ч 
I'M SURE YoU MEAN То Ч SS ر‎ 27777 < 
ВЕ KIND, BUT You CAN'T BIST KS 22 
SHARE YOUR BABY WITH SS 24 2 2 
HER-- IF SHE HOLDS THAT 
BABY SHELL WANT To 


KEEP т-- 


| 


IN MY DREAM 
I SAW TWO CHILDREN 
BORN, ONE AUNE AND 


DRUM CHIEF, 
T WAVE HAD A DARK 
DREAM IN THESE 


DARK DANS... 


AND THE DEAD ONE 
WOULD EAT ALNE THE 
UNING ONE, AND THE 
UNING ONE WOULD Ве 
BORN AGAIN IN THE 
CLEARING- 


WN 


^ 
59% 
ч ኢ 


DX 


үгэ NERY PRETTY, TAHOUSA 
ይሸ IT ISNT ART, (TS EASY TO 
SOOND OMAISUENT WHEN ENERY- 
ONE TEUS Yoo AU HEIR PROBLEMS. 
IF THERE'S SOMETHING бое ОМ, 
For 6005 Saee, ETS HAVE IT! 


0 


ШІ! 


ONE DEAD. 


VIN Ам 
т ALWAYS 
THE LAST то 
KNOW? 


> 


lolsum 


ONE OF THE 
АЗДАН GUNS OUT 
THERE, T WAS IST 
TAKING THEM SOME 
LEFTOVER HORS DOEWIRES, 
AND HE WAS SANING HIS 
WIFES бот ANOTHER 
BABY COMING, THAT'S 
How HE SAID የ; 
A-NOTH-ER. 
AND ዘዬፍ DRUNK 
AND HE CALLED ME 
LILITU ANO HE 
SPIT ом ME. 
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YOU OUGHT то ве. 
BREAKING A ФОРМЕ. 
NER THAT ASSHOLES HEAD, 
NOT RUNNING To МЕ, 
FOR STORY TIME. 


(Е TWE BEEN 
INSULTED, т WANT 
TO KNOW WHAT IT 
GODDAMN MEANS! 


ITS МОГ YoU PERSONAUN. WHAT AHA? Sue 15 ENIL. STORY Goes, SHE WAS 
THEY'D CALL ANN биес THAT, CAST OUT OF THE GARDEN WITHOUT EATING FROM THE 
ХЕ THEY DISAPPROVED OF HER- TREE OF KNOWLEDGE, So SHE AND HER DAUGHTERS 

ULH- у THOUT-STAIN. (5 AN HANE NO CONCEPT OF GOD AND ENIL. 


ШЇ 


али 


BOT AN EVIL VIKGINZ Sie SEEEGS 
How's THE VIRGIN PART E oci 
COME INTO (г? DAUGHTERS -- 


መም THERE'S NOTHING IN 
THE WORLD WORSE THAN 
SOMEONE WHO BELIEVES 
NOTHING ($ Eit, ЯРА. 


SHE BRED DAuGHTERS WHO BREED MORE “THEY'RE NOT PRETTY, THEY'RE NOT SAME-- 
DAUGHTERS, АМО THEY BREED LIKE FUES À 
AND STARVE THE LAND. DOTHE MATH. ANY < 
POPULATION THAT'S AU GIRLS =- IT'S PROBABLY JUST SOME 
САМ OVERRON A POPULATION THATS} OLDER FERTILITY GODDESS YOURE 
ONU HALF IÑ NO TIME. AT ኦዚ. ALL CRAPPING oN -- YOU'RE TALKING} 
ABOUT LILITH AS IF SHE WAS REAL! 


/ ኣ No&opY LIKE 
ASCIANS CARRY ” 2% vx Неред “ለ 
THE GENES FOR à i i INDIA. 
SPONTANEOUS ' 
REPRODUCTION. 


THE UUM 4 - 2228 
“TURN ОР SORT 
OF AT RANDOM i ма 2 
NERY OMER Й 
GENERATION. ያ Ди 


STILL GETING IN 
TOUCH WITH YOUR ASCIAN Я 
HALE DIRECT FROM THE Mero Де 
SOURCE, IDAZ 
ор, LIDIA’ чо 


а 
а 


ሥ 
< 
a = 


1 А! ТТ 
¡ES ІШ ) 


наче THEY 
BEEN OFF TuS 
WHOLE TIMEZ 


f МЕ POLICE HANE RELEASED You, 
THE FESTIUITIES ARE CONCLUDED, 
እ CABS HAVE BEEN ORDERED... 


Good GRIEF, WHY? 
ፍዝ CAUGHT THE 
Д сом. DIDN'T THEN 2 


YEARS, MISS, ኸዚ. 
HER LADVSHIP 
INNITED us HERE: 


AH, OUR MUNIFICENT Host 
HAS AT LAST SEEN FIT TO 
ALLOW) THE SON To RISE! 
HAIL RAVEN, 

FATHER oF THE 


сад ч Napa 
B. kI AYA l 


STORIES RAN OUT; 
BUT THE BESR DIDNT, 
DID it? [ 


SON. STOLE HIM AND KILED 
ам, BUT YOU DIDN'T KNOW. 


APPROACH THE SUPER- 
NATURAL IN SKILL, 
DID You кнощ? 


: SE 


NOT ል SPARROW 
FARTS, BUT THEY 
HEAR т. 


THATS SOMETHING -- SAVAGES. 
DO, ISN'T 1Т2 THEY TAKE CAPTIVES. 


2 WON'T BELIENE Y 
IT. т BROUGHT TAHOUSA 
OUT oF THE DEATH HOUSE 
ALONG WITH ENERYONE. d 
ELSE... HE WoD Never | H — 


= 
Әр, ЧЕТ Яв PEORLE HURT 
ME ዕፎ MINE... 
Н Жэ. 


T 


ee. 7: 
= SS со 


< < 
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RE wer со THROUGH 
PLEASE. . \ THE мопоме оғ АМ 
т Жабы How N INVESTIGATION А WHILE. 
MN DEPARTMENT қ МЕД LONGER, Gor THEY'RE 
Done. ебгеглйим dm 
A SUSPECT IN 
CUSTODY --- 


AND FRANKLY, 

TNE бот NOTHING 
MORE To GINE THEM. 
No MoRE LEADS. 
I'M ALL OUT oF 


WHAT? 
І MADE г 
FOR You. 
Мом ALL You HAVE 
TO Do 15 CHASE 
ASCIANS. 


мно HAVE 
Nownere TO 
RON То АМЧ- 


MOTHERFUCKER. 
TURNED YOUR. OWN 
PEOPLE. ох FOR THE 

Pouce. WELL RUUFY 


І KNow A COLL 
WITH HIS Nose PRESSED 
UP AGAINST A WINDOW 

WHEN T SEE ONE. 


WHAT MAKES You 

UNACCEPTABLE То 
THEM? I CAN SEE 
YOURE мог PURE- 
BLOOD, Вл т ከ4666 
You OSTSIDE PEOPLE 
WERE ALL RELAXEO 

AND GROONY ABOUT 


THEY SAY НЕ WAS 
BEGGING SOMEBODY 
Nov To DESERT нм. 


THE FUCK (5 тие MATTER 

WITH You? YOU DON'T GWE 
TWO SHTS Арат WHO ELSE 
WAS INVOLVED, WHERE THIS 


ነ EVIDENTLY HE WAS 
і ON (Т WHEN “THEY 
CAUGHT UP WITH HUM. 


жа 


| 


THEY SELL THESE OUT 
OF VENDING MACHINES 
IN GROCERIES NEXT TO 
THE GUMBAUS. ENERY 
CLAN IN LAW ENFORCE- 
MENT WOULD LOVE то 
SEE THEM OUTLAWED 

TOMORROW: 


YoU REALLY ARE BLESSED 

WITH TOTAL IGNORANCE 

ABOUT THE WAY THis CTY 
RONS, AREN'T YOU? 


ЖЭ 
FEUDAL. DAMN NEAR NOTHING 
HAPPENS, EVEN AT THE STREET 


LEVEL, THAT CAN'T ВЕ CONNECTED 

ЙА То በፎ Mogue HOUSES ONE 
3 WAN oR ANOTHER. 
THE KILLER, HE'S 5ዐየላዬ- 
BODY'S SERF oR VASSAL, OR 
THINKS HE 15. МОГ A SANE 
OR А SERVANT, THERE'D BE 
LEGAL PAPER ON THAT. 


А ONE-USE 
| DisfoSABLE Д 


INCITING OTHERS то 
CoMMIT CRIMES (5 JUST 

AS PROSECUTABLE As || 
ACTUAL. COMMISSION. 


OH, You're 
TALKING ABOUT 


ша үш шешуш 


TAHOUSA, 


TMS YOUNG GRL 
GANE BIRTH То TWINS, 
AND TRIBAL LAW FORBIDS 
HER To KEEP THEM боти, 
AND You KNEW? 


AND You DIDN'T 


EXPLAIN 


Tus To MEZ 


Your HEART HAD "У р - WOULD You HANE 
To MAKE ITS CHOICE BoY ^ PLACE MADE HIM Your 
FREELY -- x 


To МУ РЕОРЦЕ, NOU 
ARE MY BROWER. AS 
WREN THE SON ዕዮ 
MN MOTHER AS Z AM 


JUST ANOHER 
Y тол, DRUNKEN 
ASIAN WITCH MAN. 


You LET THAT FooR CHILD THROW - NE 


HER BABY INTO THE RED RIVER Edi к и 
5 7° PROVE YOUR POINT? ¿|| і ብ = 


Wo! THEY ALL HANE, LIKE, 
HERES AND THINGS. TEAS. 
“To PRENENT CONCEPTION. 


Pred! ve НЕВЕ. 
WERE OCH THINGS, 
WAY WOOLON'T WE 
ВЕ FARMING THEM 


DID You JUST. 
Fuck IT UP FOR 
EVERY ONE? 


THEY DON'T. 
THEY HANE ем. 
THEN THEY JUST 

LEAVE ем 

SOMEWHERE. 


THEY CAL MT 


Your PEOPLE ARE KNOWN 

FOR THE SPEED WITH WHICH 

THEY CAN BREAK CAMP AND 
Be GONE, NER THE HILLS 
AND FAR. AWAY. 


FAMOUS FOR tT, YoU ARE. I SAW IT Docu 
MENTED ON THE ADVENTURE CHANNEL, LONELY 
PHOTOGRAPHY. LET'S HANE A DEMONSTRATION. 


RIGHT. so WHAT 
Do тиеу DO TO 
PREVENT UNWANTED 


| THE ONILIZED 
WAY 15 BETTER, 
15 IT? You UKED 
TE ORPHANAGE 


HOSPITAL AND и 


ВО HIM, Bur HE WAS 
Neuer АРоРТЕР/ 


1 1 - 


፻ Y CLAN PEORLE DON'T ADOPT; 
You NDIA... LORD LOCKRUM'S 
5-4 PARENTS DIED IN THE FIELD 

||| 


SNT THE NURSES 
Go AROUND WITH THEIR 
ЗММОМИЧ SCREENING!" 


WHAT Do You THINK. HAPPENS. 
TO ORPHANS (ЕА SERIE FAMILY 
DOESN'T NEED А Рем) MORE МАУ 
66. FOSTMEN TO TRAN UP? | 


| 2 --Yov were А 
NURSE IN АМ 
Тт 


THERE'S No MONEY, 
GIRL. (T BETTER TO 
LET THEM ЗГАВМЕ 2 ፡-- 


АТ зе : ነ 
a | || "n 由 


ат HAS To HAPPEN. 
WHAT pe You THINK 
ል THAT “WALKING 
IN BALANCE WITH 
NATURE” BYUST 
Renux MEANS? 


Yoo KNOW LADY ETHANY SEE 
HAD ALL HER BABYS MINGS 


[1 


ETHANYS ASCIAN- 
INSPIRED UNE 15 
Gorgeous — 


ሰኣ 


ШІ 
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SHE DIDN'T кеге 
ANY Mementos. 


GONS ино DON'T BELLENE 
IN мемен Stu BELIEVE 


GAPSONF 


INDIA, You АВЕ 
A FUCKING MORON. 
чод CAN'T Pick AND 
Choose, FARTS oF A 
CULTURE To TACK ON 
TO YOR LIFE AND You 
CAN'T LEARN A Way 
OF ure FROM TVY 


STICK To WHO 
You KNOW, GIRL! 


T “LET” Him 
TALK TO You UKE 
THAT, UTILE GIRL, 
BECAUSE You WON'T 
HEAR т COMING 
FROM ANYONE 


WHY You CAN'T JUST TAKE 
THE DEAD GUY, THE ONE. WHO 
ACTUAL COMMITTED THE 
CRIME, AND STICK лм (M ል 
RENINIFICATION CLINIC, 
BRING HIM BACK, AND FIND 
алан 


Toge THE ONLY ነ 
ONE WHO KNOWS. 1 


CONFESSION 
OBTAINED UNDER RENIN? 
GOD. NAVORSKY VERSUS, 
МОМА. NO. TWENTY-SIX, 
TEXT Book CASE, BRUTAL 

COERCION. TGTAUN 
INADMISSIBLE. 
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Nou), ROBERT, 
YOURE A SUSPECT IN 
AVERY Роди с CHILD 
MURDER. 1F You SIGN 
ል CHATTEL-SLAVE 
CONTRACT, (ና WALL 
ENSURE You WON'T 


MY TRUST 4 


IN THE COMMUNION, 
OF SAINTS... 


(DIAS А Соор кар. ` р 
YOU'RE DOING А GOOD... - 
Top WM мее. oq 


My MOTHER USED TO 
TELL МЕ ТО FIND MY 
FATH WHEN г HAD 


ME 
{п 


f 
pe [ CAMERA ዕጄዴዐ. THE BG a 
Ц ገህ есен mer ÉS 
А GRow “2 auans Ý 
WAS 


HAVE. THAT ON AT DINNER- 
ተላዬ22 5ИЕЕ2/ 


ГМ GONNA GEr 
ል TATTOO THAT вот DONE RIGHT. E LEGAL. 
ERFRESSES тинт. A MOST ASCIAM TATTOOS 


Look LIKE теч WERE 


ШЕСІ 
` = wz 
: ША 
SELENE r You MONT ff 
ат iste. DO ANY- 


THING. 


THE OLD GUYS USED TO CAL. 5% 
THE PACK ғой оғ JUNK __ 
THEY CARRIED AROUND Mh- 
“POSSIBLES.” а — 
7 ኣ N -— 


W's ME ЗЕЕ 


Tee You KNov) NOTHING 


Ww 


j II | 


| 


| 


ПТ 


matter 


how 166% 
MU нш; 


how GOL 


you are, 


"Somebody, 


FIVE CRAZY 
WOMEN 


DEDICATION 


HE KNOWS WHO 
HE KNOWS WHY 


CHAPTER ONE: 


BEWARE 
OF 
DOG 


You ма NOTHIN’ 
BUT А FOUN’ DOGAN, 
HANGIN’ ROUNO 


ҢІ, THIS IS VANYA. ТМ = 
NOT AWAKE RIGHT Now. DoN'T Y 
LEANE А MESSAGE. Т NNE j 

USTEN то "MEM. 286275 4 
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SHE 15 A TOTAL COL) AND 
X WILL NOT PASS MESSAGES. 
IF YOD ARE ONE OF HER LAME-ASS 
FRIENDS, т AM МОГ INTERESTED 
IN YOU. MoM, You CAN REACH ME 
ON MY HAND PHONE. MIRIAM, 
CHOKE BLOOD AND DIE. 


AL THIS 15 
SHERRY, THIS 15 
Nor- т REFE4 太 - 
NOT MIRIAM. SHE 
Does NOT UVE 
HERE. Г Got HER. 
NUMBER BY 
ACCIDENT- 


Hi, SHERRY. X DONT CARE 
ABOUT MIRIAM. SHE'S NUTS 
AND YOU SOUND FAR MORE 
INTERESTING. I ASSURE You, 

IT WILL DRIVE MIRIAM RIGHT 

INTO THERAPY (Р SHE 
SEES You WITH МЕ. 


UNFORTUNATELY, NOU 

CAN'T CALL МЕ, CAUSE І DON'T 

HAVE ል PHONE. So UNTIL I'M 
LUCKY ENOUGH TO RECOGNIZE YOUR 
VOICE DRIFTING ACROSS THE MARBLE 

COURTS ዐየ BALAT, WELL IUST HAVE 
OUR IMAGINATIONS TO KEEP US AMUSED. 

МЧ NAME IS JAEGER. BYE Now. 


LISTEN, TIM BACK 
IN TOUN. T WAS OUT 
(8 THE SOUTH Woods, 
BUT бот AN (ፐርዘ 
TO SEE You. WANT 
SOME DINNER? 


Б? IT's MIDNIGHT SNACK rog МЕ. 
Й ІМ ALMOST TOTALIY NOCTURNAL 


MET LEANDRA, 
I SWITCHED то 
THIRD Stier, AND 
ТМ REALLY 
икс IT. 


GORGEOUS. SORRY 
TO WAKE You, 


OH, T AM, ако 
I'M WORKING ON 
LOOSE NING 


ID STL UKE i 
ТО SEE You, 


МАЧВЕ MEXT 
THOUGH. 


TIME YoUuL Ger ል 
REAL WELCOME HOME. 


JAEGER! он 
HELLO, HONEY! WHEN 
DD YOU сег BACK 

(NTO TOWN 7? 


JUST Now. 
I TELL ЧА, Т Gor 


DUST IN CREASES T 
NEVER KNEW т HAD 
І NEED PROFESIONAL 
нее. YOURE МУ ANGEL 
OF PINK So? AND 
FlooFY TOWELS. 
WRATTYA 


PENN 
т ING, 
we ocd дом, B | SIMONE 
CEZARE- ж 
ма, | 
2 g 
s B 
4! 
VY П 
Соор ኢዮ 
земе Se. 4 
то чо! H xx 7 
| wo ч 3 di 
MOSELLE. ሺ 27 
y ü ) | 1 


HELL AND БАММСТ 15 
WHAT Т. SAY. I HAVE CLIENTS 
‘STACKED ОР LIKE FIREWOOD- 
TES IS My BUSY NME-- 
PLE GET DEPRESSED 
APTER CARNIVAL. 


ZZ ZZ САМ You WAIT 
AL 7 AMONTUZ т CAN'T 
STAND То LEAVE 
You wrth А QUIC. 
RWB AND А 


WAND- TOB- 


НИ 


Al 3 | 
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WELL, T CAN'T 
SAN UT AIN'T WORTH 
TRE WAIT. А 


ነ. [2 


8 2) # 
3 SORRY, SUGAR. 
Ру ፍዕ PROWL. YOU WON'T 
|Д BE LONELY єє LONG. 


OH Yeau-You VANISH ЕСТІ 
ЕД FOR EIGHT MONTHS ANP Now ARE You [ONES 
You EXPECT мє To COOK 


Hey, tr's ME.- 
q I Dont HAVE 


7 OH FOR CANIN’ out 
т DUNNO; LOUD-- You REALLY 
WHATCHA TAKE THE CAKE, 


CAKE? он WELL YEAH, т 
MAKE GREAT CAKE. You GOT BUE- 
BERRIES? NEVER MIND IF YOU 

DON'T, I KNOW WHERE-- 
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Г-/ 
Г No PROBLEM-- 
TIM SURE ANN GUY 
чо) ёскер OUT 
15 Cooc-- 
! #4 ZA 
14 ዕ A E 
¡> М № 7 |; 
МО смем, Ç Z 4 7) 
тм MARRIED, тм d x ЈА 
HAVING А KID-- EN 5 ТӨР: 
2 fos т WOULD IF fa SN HANDS 
/ / Е LD WEAR ONES THAT SAY, “НА Ч 
To ме! GOD? WHY DONT PEOPLE LIKE | | OFE SHUT UP APPLICANTS ПЕЊЕ 
SUPPLY RESUME, REFERENCES, 


YoU WEAR SIGNS ок. pipii 
Қ “TOTAL SLUT, ANYTIME, ANY- 
WHERE, НО STRINGS”? се ጥህሮ дес, STICK U 


Š | | г 
" Р === 
NS li WHAAT? HELL, Т САМ 
! h Kit ME. r 
SALE ом VIBRATORS itr HEHE | | 


7 | 
AROUND неке? 8 #1 1 | 


— € z WANTED TO SLEEP 
IN A TREE 2 COULDA STAYED 
T Appreciate Үг, BUT "5 J 
NOT WHAT т CAME IN „081 
For. = 


ALI d 
SOME CLEAN SHEETS Ñ 
Ц АМО HOT WATER. Tuc STAY 
ол oF THEIR HAIR-- А) 


L 205 WANNA МА USED TO ASCIAN WOMEN. 
KNOU WHY TIM NOU HAVE. Sex 580, YOURE WITH A DIFFERENT GUY 
SUDDENLY А WITH STRINGS oç WOMEN ENERY NIGHT, WHAT DO YOU DO IN 
RECE А SHIT / JUST то HANE ል PLACE То SEER THE MORNING? 
You DISAPPEAR IN THE MORNING, 2-7 MOST GUS 
YOU'RE LIKE A CAT WITH TEN DONT STAY THAT 
DIFFERENT FAMILIES, AND LONG, 115 DIFFERENT. 
You WONDER-- / NoT то BERT ለ 
ч DEAD ክዕዩፄዬ፦ 


BREAK ህየ WITH А BOYFRIEND, GET ል 
GIRLFRIEND. DIVORCE А WIFE, TAKE ህሮ 
AUKE- ARE SORT се WITH ል BOY TOY. IF Youle Ром OFF ALLTHE 
SERIAL ዊ | WOMEN, GoD KNOWS THERE ARE MILES ОҒ 
BISEXUAL: Е | | MEN whop take CARE ል THAT. HELL, 
3 THEX'D START ል CONGA LINE. 
IF YOU WEREN'T 
30 RELENTLESSLY 
STRAIGHT-- 


KNOW -- MEN AND WOMEN 


ECH. THAT's ALL You ASS! Last nme you 
CAN ENER TALK ті SAMPLED THE 
Agour- SEAFOOD?? 


WELL, SITEA- HITTIN’ 
GETS ЧА LAID. DNT Өтен 

To ME iF You WON'T TRY 
THE REST OF THE MENU. 4 


IF WHAT You WANTS SOME WHY Чой USED To BOUNCE FOR SOME | 
LAY TIME... HELL, WHY DON'T You GO NOT? SWANKY ONES, REAUN EXCLOSWE . T 


TO A Sex цов? KNOW YOUVE бот FRIENDS -- CAN'T ONE 
— Сиера OF THEM сет You А MEMBERSAPZ / 
Ре 1-1 і 了 р 


SAT MÓN, 
WHAT НАМЕ 
You ወ 
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BULLSHIT, 
faRooN МЕ, 
BUDDY, BUT 

ጽር You KNOW THE 

RULES, AND YOU 
DON'T PUAN BY THEM. 
You're NOT AN 
ASSHOLE "BY CITY 
STANDARDS.” YOJRE 
AN ASSHOLE , PURE 
AND SIMPLE. 


WHY Do YOU COME то Томи TO GET 
LAID, ANNWAYZ WHY OoN! Тең FIND 
АМ ASCIAN CAMP, ВЕ WITH WOMEN 


хад UNDERSTAND You? 


RITUAL PURIFIER. ITINERANT SCAPEGOAT... EH. 
NEAR AS I. CAN TELL, 115 A WAY ТО CRAP ON THE 
LOWEST-STATUS ASCIANS. Рехеце NOBODY'S IN ል 
HURRY то ADOPT. Мо ORPHANS IN THE HALT... 
THEY WON'T TAKE You IN AND 
THEY WON'T LET You GO... 

SIN-EATERS SUPPOSED. 

TO BE UNTOUCHABLE - 


І СЕТ THREE KINDS OF ASCIAN WOMEN? DISGRUNTLED WIVES, 
DADDYS LITTLE PRINCESSES, AND DEATH -OBSESSED PSYCHOS, 
РЦ. ዕዮ WHICH ARE ACTUALLY ONE KIND: PISSED-OPF 


WIE IS тїшє Гм 
LENING CAMP ANYWAY... 


RAN ЗС re д Е ~ У ә ДЕСА 


So т DID A HELL OF А LOT OF STUFF WITH THEM THAT THEY THOUGHT WAS JUST GHASTLY DIRTY, AND WOULD 
NEVER 00 WITH A POTENTIAL HUSBAND... T 


WAS A DUMB, HORNY TEENAGER. I THOUGHT IT WAS А GOOD DEAL. 


FIRST FOUR OR AVE TIMES, 
THOUGH, г WAS GREAT-- SHE 
WAS NICE AND UMBER- - 


THEN SHE STARTS IN, WANTING 
ТО DO IT WHEN SHES ON HER 
MOON NME- BIG NO-NO, ASIDE 
FROM BEING GROSS AS HEUL -- 


ማኝ : 
== ГА йл Т!) дъ аң 


-- THEM SHE WANTS TO, Y'KNOW, KILL A LIZARD OR SOMETHING BEFOREHAND AND USE THE BLOOD-- TEUS МЕ (75 
THIS SUPER-SECRET WOMEN'S RITUAL, WHICH IS BULLSHIT, SHES MAKING IT ALL 06, BUT WHAT DO Т know? 


TIM GETTING Мове AND MORE FREAKED 
ОЛ, BUT І COULDN'T SAY NG, So I бот 
ROUGHER AND КӨНЕК, THINKING SHE'D 
GET FED ሀየ AND LEANE-- І FIGURED A 

Вал ድ RODEO SEx WOULD PUSH HER 
OVER THE EDGE FOR SURE 一 


ОҢ, THAT SHIT WASNT РОМАУ, MAN! IT WHAT, THE ASCIANS 
PUSHED HER NER THE EDGE ALL RIGHT... SHE DION'T HAVE ANY 
KEPT COMING BACK FOR IT! SEEMED TO BE Meg (6.52 
WHAT SHE WANTED... т COULDN'T SEE STRAIGHT: 
TDION'T KNOW инат SHE WANTED OR WHAT 
I WANTED OR WHAT WAS RIGHT: 
TWAS THINKING f SHOULD 
TAL HER FUCKIN’ BROTHERS ABOUT 
ALTHAT-- 1 JUST HADDA GET 


THRow THEMSELVES 
ALAN ON ል 
SIN- EATER - 


50..፡ STARTED CHASING 
TON GIRLS, WHENEUER T 
COULD. tT FELT LIKE A LAY 

OUT OF THE CRAZY. 


==] 


ID MOSTLY, ст 15... THEY 
DON'T KNOW SHIT ABOUT МУ 
BEING ል SIN-EATER. 


ASCIAN GIRL, TOUN GIRL, 
HULDRE GIRL... Қо MATTER How Ji 
CAREFUL OR CAGEY I WAS, 
SHE ALWAYS KNEW - 


BACK IN THE DAY, г 
HAD THIS AUNTIE. OLDER 


Жо EVERY TIME ! 
SHE ሀር THE SAME 


2 


So... AU МЧ LIFE, WHENENER 
SOME GIRLS 6000 ENOUGH То 
SLEEP WITH ME FOR THE 
FIRST TIME, г HAVE TO 

GET AWAY FROM нес. 

IN THE MORNING. А 
WEEKEND'S REALLY 

PUSHING (ር. 


N LU 


Drove МЕ BATS! 
SHE'D NEVER EXPLAIN, 
‘SHE'D NEVER SAY 

ANYTHING MORE 


AND TS Nor UKE r E 
COULO AFFORD TO HAVE ANY- 

BODY HEAR ME SCREAMING 
МУ HEAD OFF ABOUT T. 


т NEED To со ore ፁ W 
MYSELF FoR А WHE. Ñ 
SoMETIMES АМ MOUR, 

SOMETIMES ል WEEK, BUT 

1 GOTTA Do tr. ГМ 
REALLY AN UTTER 
PRICK (የ DONT 


I WANE TO... SEE IF MY 
MENTAL FURNITURES BEEN 
REARRANGED AT ALL, THINK OF 


fl МУ AUNTIE, SEE WHAT SHE'D SAY. 
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NINE HOURS AGO, I BROKE OFF THE SINGLE 
MoSr POINTLESSLY AGONIZING ONE-WAY 
RELATIONSHIP OF MY YOUNG СРЕ. 
(T WAS A THIN SLICE OF 
HELL AND Now tr ıs OVER, HES 
NOT MINE. HE NEVER WU BE MINE 
AND TVE THROUN AWAY THREE YEARS 
OF MY UFE PINING AND HOPING- 


WELL, NOT ANYMORE, AND Т NEED To 
GET HIM OUT OF MY SYSTEM. I'VE GINEN 
“HE MATTER SERIOUS THOUGHT, AND ди г 
WANT NOW 15 FOR SOME TOTAL STRANGER 
TO NAIL МЕ To A MATTRESS FoR THE 
NEXT FOURTEEN HOURS. 


I WILL ALMOST CERTAINLY 
CRY ALL DER YoU AND CAU. YOV 
BY HIS NAME, BUT т ASSURE You 
THAT MY SEXUAL FRUSTRATION HAS 
BUILT To SUCH A FEVER PEAK THAT 
T WU FUCK You DRY, 


a 


WHAT 
Do Yoo 
5ልሃ2 


M 
NNNM 


— 
TREASURE YOUR HICKEYS 
WHERE You FIND ‘EM, PAL. 


TU ABOUT THAT. АМ. SHE HAS TO DO (> 
CHUCK You. SHOES OUT THE FRONT 
DOOR AND YORE DIVORCED? 


А GUY САМ BE 

MARRIED To Six GIRLS 
IN Sux DIFFERENT CAMPS 
IF HE CAN Ger ‘EM. ITS 
BAD FORM Tb HAVE TWO 
WIVES ኩኒ THE SHE CAME, 
ESS WE'RE SSTERS, 
BUT አቅፎ" FROM THAT, 

THEY DONT Md АЕ THEY Do 
CARE. «ЕТ TUE REDASS АТ 
Neo, GETTING WMARRIED 
15 No ве THING - - 


“ее ME ል HELL OF A SUMP FIRST TIME T STAYED IN 
ል HOTEL AND MY GIRL Вл MY 60075 OUT то BE SHINED.” 


SEE -- МЧ PEOPLE ARE NOMADS. No MAN OWNS 
А ROUSE. ዝዬ TENTS ለዚ. BELONG TD ME WOMEN. 
THEY DECIDE WHo GETS то SLEEP UNDER 


% THEIR, ROOF- т 
TUET WAY. FIRST HINT OF TROUBLE WAS E/ BASICA, (የ she 
TEST HOME AND ALL MN SATS IN TUE YARD" | [Y LETS You IN THE 


Door, SaEs Ar least [ከ72 


| 


VS А SAYING. 
HANGS BY THE DOOR 
OF AN ASCIAN TENT: 
URE А WELCOME 


` ALTE PARTS OF A 
TENT ME WORDS FOR HEM -- 
ARE IDIOMS FoR THE PARTS OF 
ል WOMAN'S Body. 


É AMAL МАЧ 


| 


И - BUT JUST CAUSE SHE LETS Мод N = WELL, Not HERE. i ኤቫ 
FOR ONE MIGHT ENEN 1F SHE HUMPS You MOSTA НЕ КОМЕ 2 tow, лс Ян 
Tu You STEAM, IT DON'T MEAN Чоее ይ: ል SURPRISINGLY LARGE NUMBER ዕዮ 

MARRIED! YoyRE UEP то CLEAR MEN -- Sex IS LIKE GLUE. SLEEP 
OUT AND WAIT FOR HER ТО WITH ЕМ, AND Вомо-о, YOURE 
іште You BACK IN, NOT HANG IN ል TRIAL MARRIAGE - 
AROUND WAITING To бет FED DISAPPEAR 
| Ñ оч ем, ano You 


Ë Sm 


AS MAY ВЕ --THEMS THE RULES, 
YOURE FAR FROM DENSE, You Know 


KNOWING THAT 7ДЕУКЕ PLAYING BY 
DIFFERENT NES AND EXPECT THEM 
Nor To GET 95560” 2 


WHY ENEN WOREY 
PROUT THE WAY ASCIANS 
Do THINGS, ANYWAY 2 


AND WHEN не MES, 
WS SPARK GOES 007: 
“MERE IS NO JECOND 
UFE FoR ЮМ, YOUU 
NENER SEE ИМ 
AGAN. 


у Be KINO To 
HIM IN THIS 
Ure. You WONT 


You STAY AWAY 
FROM THOSE WRITE 


ws NOTHING Вот 
TROUBLE . 


TM NOT KIDDING. 
| SOP SMILING 


YOURE Too PRETTY То BEA SIN-ERTER, 
THATS THE TROUBLE. IF ONLY ЦЕ ADOPTED 
Meo WELLE HE HAD THE CHANCE. 


YOURE To cur 
THS HAIR AND KEEP 
IT CUT. GIVEN THE 
HAIR ON YouR Body 
Your POOL oF 
WIDOWS AND 
ROUND HEELS WILL 
SON DRY oe. 
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==> p Em үү TT 
T WAITRESS WERE. Sn 1 | 
МЧ NAMES GRAZIE Р : | 

К” ||| 


T'M IN THE PAD PROGRAM 
FOR APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY АТ 
TEMPLE омчеввич. ТЭМ 
WRITING MY DISSERTATION 
ON THE EROT USM 


ON SAVING THAT, T 
LIKE YOUR VOCE- 


TS SIZZLING SIDE % ONI 


ж : 
OF BEEF, REDUCED А абат; 
== 4 $ак-тту, Мам. } Е а 
SAD, í You Know {ойм ДЕ kus 
EST | «df || 


_/ WES зо OPEN Авозт Some 
TANGS, Мот uke Most MACHO 
бо WHO NEVER SEEM то HWE 


T DONNO, CAM А Guy who INE KNOWN Yov DE ж 
ON THE SrKEET PENU WERE KIDS, MAN, Al 
o \| ማያም ዮር [አር Cer Yo. DONT TRY TD TELL 
17217122 МЕ 175 BECAUSE T CANT: 
ው м «Ау Мот Srufrp-- 


оц, HELL TALK. MEL TELL 
чоо Au. KINDS OF THINGS... АМО 
MES NoT ENEN BUUSHITTING. 
WHICH MAKES ІТ АС. THE MORE 
SHOCKING WHEN ст HITS You THAT 
өз STL kNow NOTHING 
бол вм... 


BEWARE 
ОЕ DOG 


HOME. СГ 
SHE GREW UP IN WAS THE FAMILY 
A FUNERAL HOME. TA BUSINESS. YOV- ` 


9 Моо THINK 
THAT WAS А 
ROAD- SIGN 
ABBREVIATION? 

I FIGURE-- 


І HEARD THERE 
WAS ል SIN-EATER 


ሖል CHANE, YOU рэг 
#፡ዉሠ፣ 
STANING HERE- 


7, 
} $ 
= 


OH, Z KNOW WHO 
SHE MEANS, ЧЕАН, 
HE'S OVER HERE, 


| 
ከ / 
) Ша : 
2 
% ж 
470 = 
oN Й 
GLE 1% == 
YE = 
# 
РУ M 


à 4 D 
ИР ТА ጋ А 
ШИН 


ІШ N HEY, all шиш 
ШИШ 1 ШШЩ ІШІ mim ee m мау MN ШИН 
IM d is ' a ‘AT ов. ] | dud 
SAT ТІ ብግ ШИШ 
“Зүй 75 í A 
Aw == MU (7 
^ ነ GE 
D AINE 
sy | 


--1 COME ТО ASK FOR Your 
BLESSING. І WHO HAVE LAN DOWN, 
WITH THIEVES AND MURDERERS. т ASK 
FOR YOUR BLESSING THAT THE STAIN, 
SHALL NOT TOUCH THE New UFE 
THAT HAS ARISEN FROM ТИЕ -- 
FROM THE UNION. 


МІМЕН, You GOT A 
SHALLOW BowL 
1 соло 0567 


( 2% 


A 
7 


коме ure Y 


А HANE А LONG 
^b You. МАЧ YOU HAN! 


UFE, HEALTHY KIDS, AND А 
SUDDEN DEATH ENTIRELY 
UNINTERESTING TO 


неу, WHERE. ҮР 
You GONG? 


CHAPTER 
TWO: 


JUST BACK ka. ` MAN, YOUVE. RENE. 
IN TOWN, NO SEEN A PECE A 
PLACE То STAT, WORK LIKE TAESER/ 


TRRNS UP OUTTA 
NowNERE wit NOTHING Ч 
AND IN TWO DANS HE HAVE 


LET US DRAG YA HOME 
FIRST NIGHT, ‘FORE You GET 
SERIOUS WITH SOME LADY 
SENATOR, OKAY? GET 4 

ue! 


REMEMBER THAT Т WAS DRI 
TURNED ON THE FIRE HOSE AND THERE WAS Мо WATER! AN 
UTTLE GUY бот TEN DAYS FOR KICKIN’ ል COP/ How WA 
T MEAN, COME. ON-- ONE OF THOSE DAMNED PERFUMES Ti 


САВИ CALLED "МУ SIN" og. "WHITE HOUDERS" BUT оуещг. 
ту камео "HARDER DEER’ ND THEN SHE TURNS 
ли 


220 
8. - 


27 


сон-КД2ч 


ANDA CRAZY 
GIRL? Nooo. 
Nooo, т CAN'T 
BELIEVE IT. 


SUIT, YOU'RE 
ል CRAZY MAGNET. 
А CRAZY ELECTRO- 
MAGNET. CRAZY GIRLS 
FLY To You AND 


Y'KNOW THEY AU HANE THEIR. 
MOMENTS. SOMETIMES үгс МОРЕ. 
UKE МЕКЕ MOMENTS BEFORE 
RABIES SETS IN, Bur ME, І 
TRY TO TAKE THE INCUBATION 
PERIOD For WHAT UT 15. 


Sag JUST WANTS 
ЗОМЕВОХ To EAT HER 
COOKING AND TAKE HER 
DANCING AND SAY, "Poor 
ERG, RANE A MARGARITA,” 

WHEN SHE'S IN ል SNIT 
ነኸ AGIRLPRIEND. 


МО Mek THE 
OBUNIOUS ТУРЕ, 


HELL, IF IT мойомта 
MEANT GOING TEN ROUNDS 
WH ИС. ТО ል Done WHAT 
SHE WANTED. PROBLY SHOULD 
HAE. WES Noc THAT 


SS 


FINEILL GET YA TEN 
SAE TOLD "мт TAD 
SLEEP WITH HER ANNUAY, 
AND THEY'RE FIGHTING 
FOR REAL Now. 


Ss 


እ 


SS 


N 


So (ዮ гр роце HER 
AND TAKEN A FEW LUMPS 

FROM НІМ WOND THEY Be 
FIGHTING OR UNITED AGAINST 
TAEGER THE Douce BAG 2 


WHY US የፐ WHEN 
oU Do THE NiCE-GuY 


WELL, RANDOM SEX, THAT'S 
ONE THING YOU NEVER KNOW 
WHAT You'VE вот пу You GET 

Е WRAPPER ОРЕ OF (т: 


suiza > 
N 


SHIT, SHIT. т 
У SWEAR sue seemed 
COMPLETELY NORMAL. 
DIDN'T SET ore THE 
PSYCHO METER ONCE. 


ኣ 2 
m "a 


По. 
2 


ЖА 
= 


^N 1. 


NN 


\\ NN D Cove UTTE 
pes iT 


~ “ZZ 777 > 4 


ቻሪ 2% 


ЧЕ 
ст З 
= у 
55ጾ 
ШЕ 
833 


SONG Too MUCH! "5 


AND 5АУ5-% 


AND ENERY TIME I TURNED 
AROUND, THERE SHE WAS-- 


50 WHAT тне Heu, ጃሎ 
RIGHT? SHES A NICE, 
SNUGGLY ARMFUL ALL ¢ 
THE WAN BACK TO 

HER PLACE. 


LETS US IN AND-- 


КА-ВАМ! SHES Nor 
INTERESTED ANYMORE. 


UKE АМ 
ELECTRIC EJE 
ACROSS THE 
DOOR FRAME 
WENT CLICK 


AND TURNED 


-- ГО TOLD HER 
Т NEEDED A 


Вер, RIGHT? 


БЕЖИ 


0? 4 y 
5 Й || 


WHAT THe HELL. 
ГИ BEAT. СЕТ some 
SLEEP, MAKE HER 


XK e 
! 
N 
= 
A! 
Ь: SES 
5 am 
Ln б 


SHE was oKAY wd 
THAT-- So I MUSTA LOOKED 
ርዐሁ AND STUPID WHEN I 

REAUZED SHE MEANT МЕ 

ТО SLEEP ON HER COUCH. 


BREAKFAST iF SHELL 


LET ME, GO MN WAY. 


# Мо HARM, МО FOUL. 


^I LIKE THE HIGH 
HILLS AND THE WIND. 
І САМ TAKE CARE ОЕ 
A MYSELF our THERE 


N HUNTING AND FISHING AND 
DIGGING AROUND IN THE 273 
GHOST TOWNS. 


ши 


НИ 
unm 


і і, 
МИН | 


(КЕК; P Щи 


(| 


с ከ 


NONO, z DON'T 
MEAN ርህ" ME 
> SOME. 


T ASK You А FANOR? 


— 
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SINCE WE'RE ALL, LIKE, 
GIRLFRIENDS Now, CAN 


WH000, 
THAT THING 
WAS DENSE, 
SMELLED LIKE 
AN ANGEL'S 
ARMPIT AND 
SATIN THE 
STOMACH UKE 
А HOT BRICK. 


ZUR 
I 


5% 


оу ај 
> | 
/ ሰበ. 
NS ኤጩ | SS 


ха F 


TAKING 
A SHOWER 
NOW: 


600000. "S 


e» 


N 


AND Чор 
DO IT AGAIN 
ХЕ You Gor 


Wy т > 


A 
= /// 


“THERE т WAS, 
662655 DOWN 
ON THE Couch. 


| 
Р ነ 
ІШ 

| 


| Са 
| -:- 1777777 


= BUT REALLY, 
THIS PLACE IS 
CLEAN ENOUGH 
хе YOU JUST DON'T 
RUMMAGE 
AROUND-- 


You Аве. 50 RIGHT; 


WHY DONT ፲ ይ 


0. 


YOU'RE. TIRED, 
You'Re BROKE, You've 
BEEN DRINKING, Yolu. 
STIMBLE INTO SOME 
DAYUGHT NEIGHBOR- 
HOOD AND STEP IN 
FRONT oF А TAXI 
OR SOMETHING AND 


SOFT, RUMPLED SHEETS, 
У SMELLED PRETTY NICELY ОЕ + 
GIRL, PLEASANTLY COLD RooM ; 
WITH А BIG NEST OF 


ZI] 4 


CAN'T NOBODY 


SAY ГМ NOT m 
FATIENT-- 3 
<Q 
DO 
—— 


ЙІ. 


ў ОГ V Cc UA 2 < 
š> <= N 
qa == 
12 


7 ==> 
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"т SLEPT HARD FOR 
ABOUT FOUR HOURS 


THATS ል LoT 


“THE BED WAS TOO SOFT 
FOR MY BACK SO T. GAVE 
UP AND HIT THE FLOOR + 


“AND WHEN Т 
GOT UP THERE 
WERE THREE 
вс THINGS. 


он HELL к. 


You THINK 


ТМ LEANING А 
||| PERFECTA GOOD 
9 САКЕ FOR SOME 


СНАРТЕВ 
ТНВЕЕ: 


SHE NENT ALL 
BATSHIT 
ON ME/ 


TALLY HO 


50- 


Z 


f | E IN 
75 ТА? 

P ТМГ 
| Ч | ) | | 


? ТЇ) 
ШІ. 


"AM x ^ (ዕህህየሯ2 бор KNOWS, гэ 
MAKING ል LINING HERE DOING 
Ww SOME LOWLIFE SW/T-- 


-- 56 ПЕ ТІМ GOING ABOUT MEETING WOMEN 
AS PART OF ል FUNDAMENTALLY BROKEN LIFE, 
ONES TIM MEETING 2 
5 THAT ын лээн к ч y ው Д "TAEGER, г DONT SEE нд) SiTTING ! 


IN ል BAR AND TALKING TO (АЮЕАЕР- 
LANDS IN YOUR (ልየ IS ALL THAT CRAZY 
ል WAY OF MEETING PeofLE =” " 


"I'M Tost SANIN! THS (5 
WHAT WAS IN MY HEAD. 


ANY DEAS WORTH AN 
EXPERIMENT, RIGHT? 


“цом THE HELL DO 


МОЮ HAVE FWE MINUTES TO MAKE AN 


ITS A CHALLENGE, 
СОТТА ADMIT, THAT 
NOT EVERYBODY CAN 

RISE To MEET-- 


"ANE MINUTES TO МАКЕ АМ 
IMPRESSION. AND Мо ALCOHOL. 


Х 1 "THE ONLY CONCLUSION ийн 


нас и ` 
55] T соц» соме То-- 


\ || С N 
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27 


Hi, ТМ MERIMERI, Г Ь DESIGNER Wi 


WALT TABLES рОШМ AT | m He 
d 
| 


JE o mar Tus (5 
LAE А creat way дй: 
то GET Ар --" : 


BEEN 


ГОР ሞግ 
UNIVERSITY BUT 20528 


HI, ТМ SORT OF A HIRED KILLER, BUT T DON'T 
ACTUALLY DO IT AU THAT MUCH, KILL PEOPLE 
“THAT 15, MOSTLY 5 

GOOD, HEALTHY Á 


[Y HI, тм кот MARRIED 
AND ГМ NOT GAY AND ТМ 


А E, 

WAN T WAS RAISED, THAT'S 
REAUY NOT THAT 
b ል 


2 AN 


WHY YES, Miss, YoU ARE. NEXT IN THE CONGA LINE BUT tT (S Y 
МУ HUMBLE OPINION THAT YOU SHOULD STOP RIGHT HERE AND 
ги Text You WHY: MY NAME IS JAEGER OR AT LEAST THAT'S 
WHAT г GO BY, ‘CAUSE IVe GOT THAT MAN-OF-MYSTERY THING 
AU. ONER ANYBODY. THESE AREN'T GYM-QUEEN MUSCLES, I GOT 
‘EM THE OLD-FASHIONED WAY, BY RUNNING FOR MY LIFE FROM 
BIG THINGS WITH BIG TEETH, ‘CAUSE TM WILD AND RUGGED 
AND OUTDOORSY, BUT I DO CLEAN UP NICE AND EAT WITH 
THE RIGHT FORK, DON'T FART AUDIBLY, AND IF PRESSED 
CAN SPELL “AAIRY-KNUCKLED TROGLODYTE." 


ШШ 


HEN, Ive 
READ Еоок5 AND 
SAT OUT IN THE RAIN 
WITH ABORIGINAL HOLY 
MEN AND HAD UFE- 
CHANGING EXPERIENCES 
IN THE VERY JAWS 


Z І MON МОТ BE. 
MARRIAGE MATERIAL, 
MISS, BUT EVERYBODY 
NEEDS A BAD Boy то 
LOOK BACK ом AND НЕЙ 
INE. GOT AU. МЧ TEETH 
AND I DON'T SMELL 
UKE BEARING 


IF YOO WORRY ABOUT THE 
MORAL CONSEQUENCES OF CASUAL 
SEX, Г CHARMED THIS CoAT RIGHT 
OFF THE BACK OF А RHODOUTE PRIEST, 
AND You KNOW THEY'RE. NOT ENEN 
STRAIGHT SO THERE'S THAT, I'VE 
Сот CONNECTIONS WITHTHE МАМ 
UPSTAIRS OR AT LEAST WITH ALL THIS PLUS A SIX PACK AND т GET 
HIS MEN DoWNSTAIRS-- OUT OF YouR HOUSE AT THE FIRST" SIGN THAT 
YOU MIGHT BE GROWING BORED WIT Me, SO 
LOOK No FURTHER, PRETTY THING, AND 
АТНАТ5 MY HALF OF FANE MINUTES 
Y RIGHT DOUN TOWE 


Й 
Ag 


ОН-ОН, T WANT My MINUTES. 
TIM STANDING ON YOUR Foor FoR 
А REASON. YOU'RE. NOT LEAVING 
HERE UNTIL- = 
mm 


UM, ESCUSE ME, 
NE'RE S'POSED То 


SWITCH Now. 
— 
JR 5 
са 
олды 
== Na; 
7 
А 
Mw) 3 
Ш 


66 AWAY 
: [of pe Uc МАКЕ You 
2 DIE WITH WHICHENER 
ау ИД Борн ART 6 አር 


“ONE MINUTE SHE'D 
SEEM SO CUTE 
AND SWEET-- 


544 


АВЕ INTO ALL KINDS 
OF CRAZY THINGS. 


entrar ME эчтә 
NER Я 
«አፍሮን DATING THING 
LAST NIGHT? 


BUT You SAD You 
DIDN'T HANE А PHONE, 
Зо You Have To 


| 
“UH-HUH. YOU SAN, SHE'S ANICE GIRL, THE WAY 
NOTHING. SHE'S A ANYBODY ELSE WOULD SAN, "SHE'S GOT FRESH 


REALLY NICE GIRL." [|| STITCHES ALL AROUND HER THROAT. 
Aa, 


WEEELL, SHE'S A 
NERY NICE GIRL WITH А 
NERY NICE JOB AND ANERY 
NICE. FAMILY AND SOME NERY 
NICE FRIENDS AND SHE 
HAS NO (ОБА WHAT 


SOMEDAY SHELL MARRY 
AVERY NICE Guy AND TEN 
MEARS FROM Nou) SHE WILL 
EMERGE FROM HER CHRYSALIS 
A FULL-FLEDGED CRAZY тен 
AND GO ON THE PROL FoR 

ል LOWUFE то GET HER 

SLEAZE ON СИТА. 
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= 7 Г ፲ "WE НМЕ REALLY DISTRACTING SEX-- 
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= |) 
UE 07420 ү, {> 


BEFORE, т ScREWeD т | 
d ህየ EY Fu NG АЗСЕЕЕ 


Ес 


< 
|" A»; 
YAY 
ЧЕ T НАРМА WOKE UP Г / 
WOULDN'A PASTED THE DA y 
SHIT our ርይ RER-- / ñ р А አ Bann 
'ሥ MORNINGS.” 


р 
ДАП, 


I DON'T KNOW 
WHATS weons 


WITH You! 


| 


| | 


” SO, HERE I GO, 
DOWN THE STREET, 
ныг LOTS or TRAFFIC, 
"m FIRST-SHIET COMMUTE, 
N ! 1 ~ PEOPLE EVERY አዘብ 
ሺ ከሙ АЧ AND AN OXYGEN 
poem YN MOLECULE CRYING 
BECAUSE (75 ALL 
> BY ITSELE. 


* "SEEING WHERE THOSE SPACES ARE Ї | "SO Т SETTLED INTO THE JUMBLY 
15 SOMETIMES EASY, IT'S A MATTER RHYTHM OF THE WALKERS AND I 
OF GETTING INTO HE. CURRENT. В HAD MY OWN SHIT TO THINK OVER, 

"MOST PEOPLE DON'T FIGHT, THEY DANCE, BUT I DON'T LOSE TRACK OF THE 

THROWING PUNCHES ONE-TWO-TURN-ONE ` Row) THAT EASILY SO WHEN THIS 

TWO-KICK, = N 4 A | GIRL TAPPED ME ОМ THE SHOULDER 

= То MACE ME IN THE FACE І 3ህ5ፐ 
GOT OUT oF THE WAY. 


|| "SAME WITH TRAFFIC. ITS EVEN MORE 7 
DISUPLINED, THOUGH THE CHANCES YOULL 
СЕТ RAT ARE GREATER BECAUSE OF THAT: 
SLOW DOWN, SPEED UP TURN AT THE 

| WRONG TIME, YOU GET OUT OF Your Y 

|| SAFE HOLE, АМО KABOOMALA . 


Е ; 
AAN -2 
“MOSTLY THAT DOESN'T HAPPEN. PEOPLE 


STAN IN THEIR, PLACE AND WALK BUTHELY 
ОМ, НЕАМУ TRAFFIC BLASTING BY ALONGSIDE. 


AS 1117 “ONU PROBLEM was, 


THERE WAS ANOTHER сеч 


y IN THE WAY THAT r W 
u I VACATED 
መ AND so ЦЕ. СОТ THE FULL 


Ч G BLAST, AND THIS (ЗА: 
d H 5 A 
FA ዝን келин B/G GUY- -" 
--0о ያ 
Яа эн le 


SS 
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Г 
| 


Dou DUMBCUNT TNE NENER SEEN BEFORE ` 
- SCREAM ABOUT HOW I'VE. BEEN STAWING 


FUCKED ALL SIDEWAYS, USTENING TO DME 
7 HER АМО HOW Do Z LIKE. (T Now." 


` "So THERE. T AM, CARS FLYING PAST MY EARS, 


5 
SS 


Nm 


мо, THE 
ТЫ 
NI обе нец oF A graise- | 


$ 


В” oaosrrrures мно UNDERGO 
COSMETIC SURGERY То RESEMBLE 
CELEBRITIES WHO DIED TRAGICAUY. 


"ል PORNOGRAPHER WHO COSTUMES 
HIS MODELS IN BANDAGES, BETADINE, 
AND ARCANE MEDICAL EQUIPMENT. 


г 


==WRAB) 


"NURSES. WHO HAVE Sex 2 E SCHOOLGIRLS WHO LUST APTER 
WITH THEIR. PATIENTS! : ABRASIVE, BAD-TEMPERED PROFESSORS!" 


"DOES SEEING AN ATTRACTIVE PERSON 
MADE VULNERABLE BY LULNESS OR INJURY 
PUSH YOUR GROWL BUTTONS? DO You 

CRAVE TO LAN ON THE HEALING HAND? e 

WHERE vo You CRANE To Lay та" ሪጉ, 


COMFORTING THE SICK 
AS А SEXUAL Fen SH 
THIS 6 THE MAJOR 
THEME OF My WORK. 
ГМ GRAZIE MAUGERI, 
RUMINATIVE 
JOURNALIST, „ут 
ANOTHER Erisope. oF 


Ф, HELL, THESE HOSPITALS 
AND THEIR RE RESTRICTIONS. 
ч. 


EI 


E 


THEN HAVEN'T 
EVEN CLEANED 
Nou ФР ЧЕЛ-. 
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“YOU WENT BACK TO SS Nou. 
GRAZIE, THE GIRL WIH x 
THE MASTER'S THESIS ER 
AND THE FETISH TV SHOU). =3 <, т 
DIRA = y і 
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3 | "I WENT BACK 
\ ТО GRAZIE, HE 
GIRL WITHTHE 
E И FETISH.” 
N DE 
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WITH THE SWEET 
SPICY SMELL. 


ICE WITH nie 
зэ "THE GIRL 

E HUGE. OLD HOUSE оц. 
OF STRANGE OLD Books, 
GOOD LOUD MUSIC, АМО 
SIXTEEN SOFAS. 


“THE HOUSE WITH 

PEOPLE FLOWING 
IN AND our 

UKE metes. | 


“SMELL OF FRESH AIR 
NO MATTER Hou! MANY 
H PEOPLE smoke THEIR 
В HEADS OFF. 


ГӘ 
በ 
| 


OF THE THROAT -一 < 
FROM Good WHISKEY = = 
AND HOT CURRY, # 
(2 7 
NN | 
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You Feu OFF ONE 
OF THOSE GODDAMN 
DEATH-TRAP HIGH CURBS 
IN THE BUSINESS 
DISTRICT 7 


T GOT TAKEN ТО 
A HOSPITAL BECAUSE 


WELL Мо, Вот 
THERE WAS ONE IN 
THE TRAFAC Flow 


YOU'RE SAYING 
Чоо WERE, WHAT, 
KIDNAPPED 81 

PARAMEDICS 7 

FORCED INTO AN 
EMERGENCY ROOM 


THINK A TRIBAL UKE 
ME 5 GONNA GET 
HOSPITAL TREATMENT? 


HAVING A SLow DAY, 
45 THAT кт? NOTHING 
BETTER то Do? 


AND TOLD 
МЕ, AND TOLD 


MN HEAD 
FEELS UKE A 
PUMPKIN IN ል 
PLASTIC BAG. 


You LOOK. ALL RIGHT, 
THOUGH. DOC CRIBB SAYS 
YOURE THIS MONTHS 
MIRACLE MAN. 


THAT You DO 
НРМЕ. А CONCUSSION, 
THAT, EVERYBODY CAN 2 
AGREE ON. 一 


= ue 
ДЕДЕ) М (ді р 


ч 
і 
4 


C'MON, 
= А" вер /一 > 
7 # 
| А? 
7 [| 7 


ВОТ HE 


COULDN'T 


FAKE WIS 


lUNESS, 


I WANE NEWER 
HAD ል LOVER WITH ል Ч 
TERMINAL DISEASE. 


HE сот REALLY, INCREDIBLY, BiZARRELy 
lU. AT DRAMATIC MOMENTS, AND ALLJAN S 

GOT BETTER AFTER А FEW DAYS’ REST 
АКО ^ HANDFUL OF BIG PINK PILLS. 


p 


“Тоо. ToO BAD HE WAS ል 24 = 
COMPLETE AND UTTER ASS, 
TOTAL BOLLSUITTER AND ል 
THIEF BESIDES. THE ONLY 

GENUINE THING ABOUT 

HIM WAS HIS DISEASE. 

HE COULD AND DID LIE 

ln ABOUT ANYTHING. 


н 


መ 
"ж 
Lo S. 
k ~ — ) 
in 4 
DI, THAT 


WAS WHAT 


፦ 55 MADE т So 
S ኣ В 2)) INTOXICATING, 


NNA. 


Y 


569 


. 
саст 


ለ сово 
везвече 


3 


VA «vs SORT oF IMFORMALY, у 
GIVES HER ል BREAK WHILE 
SHE'S HERE. 


==>) 
л 


ڪڪ 


COURSE THAT 
GA] means завь неге 
^ LOT. 


“MANE YOU NOT ALWAYS 

SAD You HATE To STAY MORE 

THAN THREE DANS AT THE SAME “FROM "NOTHING MUCH" 
House? Too... APPALLINGLY AND ‘IT'S NOT THAT BAD" 
DOMESTIC, т THINK IT WAS?” AND "г DIDN'T GET 


HIT BY A CAR." 


"THERE WAS Your. CHANCE; 

Nov SURELY COULD HANE GONE 
TO THE SUMPTUOUS ABODE OF 
EMMA GROSNENOR AND CAUGHT 
UP LATA HER AND HER FAMILY, 


NEVER SAD 
I DIDN'T GET 
AIT ey ^ AR. 


FOR ONCE. WITHOUT HER HUSBAND "ко, You JUST 
1 m" BLEW IT OFF LIKE 
N THE WAY, AND You DIDN' uve uote 


DIDN'T FEEL ор To tT. 
PROBABLY SHOULDN'T HAIE 
GONE OUT AT ALL. HAD То Stop 
A BONCA OF TIMES ON THE 
WAN BACK. 


"NOU HUNG AROUND 
GRAZIE/S AU. THAT 
TIME," 


" BECAUSE You 


You СОТ A 
NEW "гости 
COMING IN? 


FUKING 
HYPOCRITE 15 
WHAT МОЈ ARE, 
ON Your SHO ا‎ 
THAT IT WAS = ጽ кар ሀ 
OKAY TOTHINK | oes “Hosts 
ABOUT ст! ARE МОТ EVIL." 


EARL. YU Re А 
що TOUCHER. Чо) ADMIT 
IT. THEN You UE ABOUT 
ADMITTING (Te 


| 


WELL, You NENER 
DID appress THE CRUCIAL 
ISSUE OF CONSENT, AND ደ 
THINK You OWE YouR THAT HAS NOTHING 
TO Do WITH WHAT РМ 


SANING, EARL. WHAT, DID 
YOUR ATTENTION Pan's Por 
UGHT бо our AGAIN 2 


ДШ 


WHAT THAT MEANS 15 Mar ACTIONS, 
САМ BE EVIL OR МОТ EVIL, GUT YOU CAN 


BECOME EVIL BY ALLOWING YOURSELF 
TO THINK EVIL ACTS ARE OKAY. 


AND You WILL SOMEDAY 
HIDE. BEHIND THE IDEA THAT 
ENEN YOU DON'T KNON THE 
TRUTH, IF YOU KEEP GOING 

THE WAY YOURE POINTED. 


тм GONNA TRY 
ONCE MORE, THOUGH, 
TIM DAMNED (Е 1 KNOW 
WHY, SINCE. You WILL 

NEUER GET \т. 


THE CRUUAL 


ШШ | 


І PROPOSED THAT I COULD ( 
RESPECT AND PERHAPS EVEN ADMIRE 
А PERSON WHO'S SEXUALLY ATRACTED TO 
PEOPLE WHO AREN'T READY То HANE SEX 
IF AND ONLY [Е HE REMAINED aware, 
EACH AND EVERY DAY СР HIS UFE, ዝጽ TO 
АСТ ON His DESIRE 15 EVIL, AND HEREBY 
RESISTED THE URGE To ACT. Т RESPECT 


BOUSHIT HIMSELF ABOUT THE TERRIBLE 
CRAP WE CAN po DERU OTHER. 


ISSUE |6 NOT Your. 
PEDOPHILIA. 
THAT MAN HAS А GON | 
TO HIS HEAD EVERY MOMENT 
OF THE DAN, AND t€ HE ISN'T 
М\б АМТ HE'D ве BETTER 

OFF PULLING THE TRIGGER 


ШІ 


HIM BECAUSE THAT МАМ COULD NEVER | 


J шинээ |‏ جڪ 


< 
М 


HE TURNED AWAY 
AND THE CLENCH 


“SOMETHING IN 
А TUE WAY HE WAS 


"AND THERE WAS 
SOMETHING IN THE 
WAY HE TURNED-- 


ASS SS N 


“PRETTY STANDARD 
GRAZIE BEATDOWN- 


че You ርህርጠህልፐፎ 


ARTIST TUST To GET | WEIRDOES, SOMETIMES 


5 
ае 


N? 


МОЈ кєєр 
SAYING HE" 
UKE (T's ONLY 
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AS FAR As ADMITTING| YOU HANE TO WEED. 
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MET HAD то ве. ^ HUGE 
GODDAMN Bou ЗНУг. 


GUY'S MAD. HE'S 
WALKING OUT. 


HE DIDN'T GET 
THE LAST WORD. 


“HERE WAS THE PART 
THAT SURPRISED МЕ. 


SSNS 


ES 
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“IF HE HAD TURNED ONE FURTHER FRACTION 
OF AN INCH, IF HE HAD LOOKED AS IF HE 
MIGHT GO BACK INTO ኹጄ HOUSE, WOULD 
THAT MAN REAUN ВЕ DEAD Now? 


“WOULD І BE STING IN JAIL 
AGAIN? DOPED UP HALF OUT 
OF МЧ MIND АСА! 


LIKE А DUMB 
SHIT THAT COULD 
THROW А BABY DOWN 
“HE STAIRS, THAT 
COULD BREAK HIS 
GIRLFRIEND'S NECK 
AT BREAKFAST. 
THAT COULD SWERVE 
А CAR INTO А 
CONCRETE ABUTMENT 
FOR NO REASON. NO 


Е. DONE Au 
NDS OF SHIT. 


оң, WHY, THIS 15 “BABY BROKEN BONES." A Y 
THIS? — SURPRISINGLY SHORT-LNED TOY POPULAR Ü 


| 


JUST BECAUSE ARRANGED 
MARRIAGES ARE THE RULE 
DOESN'T MEAN THERE ARE 

NO LONE MATCHES. 
MN PARENTS BROKE 
AN ARRANGEMENT 


T THOUGHT PUTTING 
ON MOURNING CLOTHES 
WOULD BE A SORT 
OF RELEF. 


YOU CAN'T HANE 
ANY OF THESE 


AND T HAD A GOOD 
LIFE. WITH HIM. Вот E 
COULD NEVER, NEVER, 
NEVER EVER BE UNHAPPY 


ሸለ FOR ONE INSTANT WHERE. 


ANYONE Соц SEE 
ME, AS LONG AS 
HE LIVED. 


WHEN SHE GETS 
DRUNK SHE STARTS 
DRAWING ON 


хе YOU'RE 
GONNA KEEP 
ANY OF “ЕМ, го 
РАК 74/5 ONE. 
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IT's, WELL... TVE HAD IT SINCE 
WE WERE KIDS. SINCE RIGHT BEFORE 
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KNEW MUCH ABOUT THAT 
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“WELL ANYWAY, EVERY 
ONCE IN AWHILE, T GET 
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AND WAKE UP FEELING EVEN Worse?” 
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TVE HAD TWO 6045 
ЗАЧ THAT TO ME IN My 
UFE. ONE RAN AWAY 

AND THE OTHER 

KILLED HIMSELF. 


GRAZIE, HNE 
YOU LOOKED AT 
HIM ATELY 7 NET WERE You 
1р ве LOSING MY 
Ме. We MESOS 
А DOCDR. 
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"Еу THAT TIME 
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AND SLEEP. 
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т HAD LONG SINCE 
STOPPED DREAMING. 


ME I DIDN'T 
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BE GETTING UP. 
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DIDTA EVER. HAVE YOUR WHOLE 
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NOTES 


DREAM SEQUENCE 


CHAPTER ONE 

PAGES 15 AND 16 

We've seen Blythe before, in Finder: Sin-Eater. 
She's an animated personal organizer. With 
enough processing power behind her, she be- 
comes a super-secretary. 


PAGE 17 
This page is taken from a Maxfield Parrish 
painting. He's best known for his girl-on-rock 
paintings, lyrical things with lots of flowing hair 
and drapery, but later in life he focused more 
on landscapes. Rock without girl, | suppose. He 
used a meticulous glazing technique to capture 
the glorious luminosity of twilight, a thing that 
black-and-white line art can't even touch, but 
it's the tranquility and peace of the image | 
hoped would translate. 

| hope that it is clear from the outset that 
Magri's “hair” is actually a mass of wires. Не is 
plugged in like nobody else. 

The harness he's wearing on page 16 is sup- 
posed to help him with his bad back. He doesn't 
exercise. 


PAGES 18 AND 19 

Ayo was meant to represent the bad side of 
being a media junkie. He's obsessed with the 
things he loves and wants to live in them, to 

the extent that he doesn't value being awake in 
his own life. | probably should have shown the 
reader many examples of people like Ayo instead 
of sticking so much to him, but he has a goony 
charm. He took over the slot. 

The idea of the dream sequencer is based on 
an old horror-movie standby. At the peak of the 
action, all the characters and settings will sort 
of flow together in a nightmarelike way, a sort of 
cinematic nervous breakdown. Alan Moore did 
this from time to time in Swamp Thing—throw 
all the characters into a dream with a lot of 
punlike verbal connections drawn between them 
to reinforce what's been going on and give hints 
as to what's coming. As a regulator of mental 
health, it's based on the idea that the purpose 
of dreams is to sort and tabulate experience into 
long-term memory. As we see, it's not always 
terribly effective. 

Burning banana equals fear of sexuality? Or 
fear of STDs? Either way, it's a good duh-huh 
Freudian image. 


PAGE 20 

Ayo's image within the virtual world is one he 
has chosen. It takes a long time and a good 
neural-interface jack to create a “воет” that 
gives you full sensory input—that [ to say, as 
much or more sensation than you'd experience 
in real life. It also takes some time to be able to 
create and maintain a mental image of yourself 
that looks like you. A simple student jack creates 
a golem as simple as a six-line caricature, and 
that can only see and hear. Ayo's is extremely 
sophisticated. 


PAGE 21 
Pedestrian rush-hour traffic is gruesome in most 
of the big domed cities. 

It's not that the inhabitants of this city never 
have weather. The enclosed spaces are enough 
that water vapor can form clouds and some- 
times rain. But there isn't enough space for real 
thunderheads to build up—and huge air regula- 
tors to prevent big clouds of any kind—so the 
residents rarely feel the real power of the sky. 


PAGE 22 

| miss the spectacular anvil clouds of southern 
Louisiana. That green storm light was something 
1 grew up with. Маап extrapolates everything in 
his dream world from things he sees. He's just 
an eye. He has even less of a life than Ayo. 
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ዞለ65 23 
Blythe runs interference. It's not that Маап is 
such a sleepwalker that it would hurt him to be 
disturbed while he's observing something. This is 
just part of his self-imposed artist's mystique. 
Magri's never seen most of these things either. 
But he understands how to set a mood. The 
imaginations of the visitors do the rest. The 
contribution of the visitors is not a thing he or 
anyone else notices or understands. 


PAGE 24 

The cubicle farm's ultimate form. I've never 
worked in one, but the way my friends who do 
describe their offices’ surreptitious changing 
of shape and location and size according to 
the perceived popularity of the project they're 
working on is enough to creep me out for days 
on end. 


PAGE 25 

Lots of people in this society engage in strange 
forms of multiple marriage. It's more like joining 
а company as a partner among other partners 
than the basic pair-bond legal contract we're 
familiar with. It's a way of pooling resources and 
getting tax breaks. 


PAGE 26 
Down in the lower left corner, that's meant to be 
Indiana Jones. Ssshhh. Don't tell anybody. 


PAGE 27 

"Skull in a bridal veil" and "clown with an erec- 
tion" are shorthand for "nightmare." This kind 
of aphoristic image is a pretty useful storytelling 
tool. 
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Panel 3. This is supposed to hint to the reader 
that Magri's parents are actually dead. Else- 
where takes place inside his mind. If Magri didn't 
make such an effort to ignore his visitors they'd 
be running into his memories of them every- 
where. They stumble over his memories of other 
people and mistake them for visitors all the time. 

Magri's idea of being an embodiment of a 
place is my homage to Neil Gaiman's character 
Gilbert, the personification of Fiddler's Green in 
The Sandman. 


PAGE 28 

This is a real dream that sneaked out of Ayo's 
psyche when he wasn't paying attention. That's 
why he didn't get an analysis of it. 


The hordes of hundreds of people bumping 
around outside is an image from the old Star 
Trek, actually. I'm no episode scholar; | don't 
know which one it was, but Kirk found himself 
on an abandoned Enterprise, alone except for 
this weird girl. She was supposed to catch а 
disease from him and go back to her horribly 
overcrowded planet. A Mendelian solution to 
overcrowding, to be sure. Anyway, there was 

а scene or two in which there seemed to be 
hundreds and hundreds of people walking in tiny 
Steps on these endless ramps outside the ship. 
Scared the whiz out of me at age five. 


PAGE 29 

Many people describe dramatic points in their 
lives as feeling as if they have been drawn into 
а story. | wonder if this is true at the time, ог 
whether it's the end result of trying to tell the 
story afterward. 


Panel 2. This is Marcie's first walk-on in Dream 
Sequence. 


PAGES 30-31 

Jaeger has always been kind of a shifty thing in 
my mind. He wasn't even remotely human when 
1 was very young. He solidified as a man in my 
teens. But he tends to take on his old shape- 
shifter self in fiction-within-fiction in Finder. 


PAGE 32 

The old shtick about being killed in a dream caus- 
ing the dreamer's death is what I'm playing with 
here, obviously. Attack in the virtual world upon 
one's golem can produce cognitive dissonance 
between the brain and the body, the senses 

and the brain's interpretation of them. The level 
of complexity of the neural jack and the golem 
determines how badly the operator can be hurt. 


The fact that Ayo doesn't recognize his shift in 
perception is a pretty common thing. He can't 
see his problem for the same reason that people 
in Times Square cannot see America. 


PAGES 33 AND 34 

| was saving Мавл 5 face for this page. He really 
has no idea that this round black mask appears 
on the face of his војет. 


His expression on page 29 is that of the butler 
who comes downstairs one morning and finds 
a corpse dismembered in the foyer. His first 
thought is not "How ghastly” but “I will never 
be able to get that stain out of the woodwork." 
Shock is like that. 


| had Magri's hair float when he's in Elsewhere 
to emphasize his airy spirit and detachment. 
Chester Brown did this with his angels in his 
Gospel adaptations. 


CHAPTER TWO 

PAGES 39 AND 40 

There are conversations roiling around in my 
head that are years old. Some of them I'd like to 
get rid of. Others Гуе written into stories. Маап 
doesn't have any outlet for them. The only way 
he can shut them up is to concentrate on creat- 
ing his mental images of places and things. It's 
a form of self-hypnosis. 


PAGE 41 

One might think that, inside his own mind, Magri 
would be free to dance if he wanted to. He's still 
constrained by his own image. Everything that. 
he wants to do is funneled into his work. Noth- 
ing gets out. 


PAGE 42 

His visitors are watching him make magic; Syl- 
vans are obsessed with the idea of magic. They 
spend inordinate amounts of money research- 
ing paranormal abilities and encouraging their 
children to think in magical terms. It's a large 
part of their cultural identity. Magri is viewed as 
а wonderful role model. 


PAGE 43 

These people are all Sylvans. They admire and 

revere Magri. They are also businessmen. They 
hate being dependent on him. Luckily for them, 
he's too out of it to take command. 


PAGE 44 
1 went to Disney World once. | saw an exhibit 
in which something like a ball of cameras was 


thrown over Niagara Falls. The screens created 

a 360-degree image, cleverly engaging the 
viewers' peripheral vision, enhancing the you 

are there feeling. | seem to recall some sort of 
squirt gun that shot spray over the audience's 
heads. All this, so you could have the experience 
of going over Niagara Falls in a barrel without. 
risking your life. 

Or damaging the environment, | suppose. 

Diverting. Sure. But it still rather misses the 
point. Years later when | encountered the virtual- 
reality cyberpunk brain-jack idea, | knew it was 
the same idea taken to its logical extreme... . 
but the risks there are powerful, and amazingly 
well hidden. 

That's what | was thinking of when | wrote this 
story. That, and Riven, which is probably the 
only computer game I've ever played all the way 
through. Really bad story; terrible acting. But the 
environment was just fascinating, and when the 
вате was over, | was sorry, because | had no 
excuse to wander around in the world anymore. 

Third and final element: world building in 
general. Гуе seen so, so many people who build 
exhaustively detailed worlds and then can never 
write stories set in them, because the details 
take the place of characters. The diurnal cycle, 
moon phases, wildlife, constellations, seasonal 
extremes, tribal names, costumes, customs, and 
everything еве... It's so easy to get bogged 
down. That's why | depict Magri as endlessly 
elaborating a place but without any desire to 
create characters to populate it and do things. 
It's also why all these details end up in the back 
of the book. 


PAGE 45 

Yeah, Stilwater's a bit of a bastard. A big bit. 

But Magri's such a flake that he can't really be 

à partner. It's difficult to be anything but a user 

around a guy that creative and that passive. 
The main thing here is that there are plenty of 
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virtual environments, but they're all maintained 
by machines. Elsewhere is unique in that it's 

all inside Magri. If you asked his visitors what's 
50 special about Elsewhere, they'd fumble for 
words, but say things like, "It's so alive." They'd 
talk about how it never seems fake or like a 
stage set, that it feels like a real place; real and 
limitless. 


PAGES 46 AND 47 

These people will emerge from their web-surfing 
session with all kinds of strange things wrong 
with them. Temporal-lobe seizures can have 
bizarre cognitive effects. Oliver Sacks's case 
studies in neurology are always interesting to 
read if you want more. 


PAGE 48 

What's with the hair? Just to show Magri's grow- 
ing lack of control over his own environment. 
That pose in the third panel is one | cribbed from 
an early chapter of Mai, the Psychic Girl. 


PAGE 49 

Ayo, reduced to hapless pretzel. He can see, 
but that's all. The monster has an ugly sense of 
justice. 

The idea came down from an early episode of 
Bill Messner-Loebs's wonderful Journey, in which 
Wolverine MacAlistaire and his wizardy friend 
conjure up the ghost of a dead man whose skull 
and crucifix they find in a sycamore tree. They 
want to know how he died. He's just a skull on 
a stick with a shirt and his crucifix, but the way 
the panels are composed implies life in an inani- 
mate object. It's brilliant. Go read Journey. 


PAGE 50 
It's not that Ayo's skills are that valuable. The 
jack itself makes him a valuable employee. All 
the medical care is necessary for the mainte- 
nance of the jack. 

It's the jack that makes the job. 


PAGE 51 

This test, and Ayo's reaction to it, are here to 
show that he's way off the beam and spiraling 
out of control. The medical officer has two wire 
sensors not unlike Magri's. These aren't uncom- 
mon, though very expensive. 


PAGES 52 AND 53 

There is no way to tell what's causing Ayo to 
have these temporal-lobe seizures, which in turn 
cause him to see people's faces and bodies in 
this warped way. A quirk of the brain also causes 
his inability to perceive them. The seizure activity 
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can be tracked, but not traced to a cause. It's 
not as if anybody's been hitting him with a ham- 
mer. He doesn't have to go back into Elsewhere 
to have another seizure; since his golem resides 
inside his head, its knotted-up signals can trig- 
рег them at any time. The medical officer can 
recalibrate his golem so that it can better ар- 
proximate Ayo's self-image, but that's more like 
routing around damage than untying the knots. 
In effect, he's a man with no hands learning to 
eat with his feet. 


PAGE 54 

Magri can rival a Southern belle when his denial- 
deflector shield is all the way up. “I'm sorry, 
sugah, did you say something? I was lookin" 
somewhere else." 


PAGE 55 
Ayo's lazy as hell. And incredibly insecure. 


PAGES 56 AND 57 

Tests reveal the seizure activity. But it's impos- 
sible to trace it to a specific physical event. It's 
the perfect crime. 


It's not that Stilwater doesn't care about the 
welfare of other people. He's very polite to 
people he meets in the street. He just has a 
hard time remembering that people he's not 
face to face with are people. 


PAGE 58 

Magri's losing wires left and right (Well, mostly 
right. He is experiencing seizure activity on the 
right side, too). By the end of this he'll be practi- 
cally bald. 


CHAPTER THREE 

PAGE 63 

Jaeger's image has been appropriated by the 
movie industry. He is not making these films 
himself; a virtual actor was compiled from im- 
ages of him taken by the researchers in 
Munkyland back in Finder: King of the Cats. 
Lynne Grosvenor also made a tidy stack of 
money selling footage of Jaeger he'd compiled 
to the studio who bought the virtual actor when 
the Munkyboys sold him to Synapsthesia. Many 
real actors manage their own images this way 
for their entire careers, rarely appearing in front 
of a camera except to be rescreened. Some 
actors "act" through their virtual images, pro- 
gramming their virtual self as an animator does 
a 3-D graphic. Others just farm the image out 
to studios, and spend half their lives litigating 
against anybody whom they see as stealing 


their image. Some families have older virtual 
actors as family heirlooms. 


Poor guy. First thing they did was take off all his 
body hair. 


PAGES 64 AND 65 

This is my homage to all the gay guys whose 

uninhibited porn | have been amused by. Vivat! 
1 love porno movie titles. Morgan Evans was 

the male lead in that great Bette Davis movie, 

The Corn Is Green. 


Last panel, page 65. That thing around Jae- 
ger's neck is a nasty plastic pig sticker. Invisible 
to metal detectors, it's a triangular blade that 
can be sharpened to a damned sharp edge and 
will make a nasty hole in an assailant. 


PAGE 66 
It's amazing to me how you can change a charac- 
ter by changing his hair. Jaeger's always changing. 


PAGE 67 

More headaches and seizures for Magri as he 
goes into denial of his usual way of denying. 
reality. 


PAGE 68 

The line that was cut came after "We haven't 
seen the worst of this yet." Executive blinks. 
"And that's meant to be reassuring, is it?" 


PAGES 69 AND 70 
Stilwater told Magri they had nothing to worry 
about. Now he's sending in the troops to find 


out what's really going on. Contradiction? Not 
to him. 

It was with this soldier who thinks he's been 
beheaded that I started worrying about whether 
I'd gone too far with the gore. It's very effective 
. . . but there's only so far back from that | can 
come, in the context of this story. 

Basically this guy can't move, and thinks his 
body is someone else's that has somehow been 
stitched to his severed neck stump. This is not 
ап unheard-of problem. 


PAGE 71 

Magri knows everybody who has been inside. 
his mind, yes. He keeps that knowledge walled 
from his conscious mind. 


PAGE 72 
The "dead" guy can't actually talk, except 
through the medium of Elsewhere. 


PAGE 73 

This tiny graveyard, bounded on all three sides 
by busy streets, is based on one I've been past 
а hundred times in Annapolis, Maryland. It's on 
one of the busiest streets in town. On occasion 
I've seen people in their good clothes standing 
around in it. It has no fence and no privacy. 


PAGE 74 

| did not realize how much of Magri | owe to a 
side character from Gunnm/Battle Angel Alita. 
Not until | drew him with his hair tied up in this 
turban shape did it start to knock on the back 
of my head. Kaos is one big influence on his 
character, and Colleen Doran's Rieken/Seren 
from A Distant Soil is the other. Neither of these 
powerful characters occurred to me directly 
when | designed him. They're easy to see in him 
just the same. 


PAGE 75 

The loaded question. The impetus of a conversa- 
tion. The fear of one's readers, and the cult of 
originality. 


These are the big subtexts of Dream Sequence, 
which should probably have been titled Else- 
where, but Will Shetterly has a novel titled Else- 
where and Emma Bull has one named Finder. 


PAGE 76 

All ideas are derived. It's what you do with them 
that counts. But people are sold on the idea of 
Creation as something that makes them unique. 
They bite when cornered on the whole “where do 
you get your ideas” question. 
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РАСЕ 77 
Interesting comparisons. 


The Running Man was the first movie made with 
the image of Jaeger. Hellbalzer І is the latest. 


Rosemary's Baby set off a spate of devil-child 
movies. Devil-child movies run in cycles. I think 
this has less to do with cyclical baby booms as it 
has with Hollywood's recycling of ideas. 


In Zorro, the Gay Blade, George Hamilton plays 
two brothers. The other brother is this incredibly 
swishy gay guy, very pretty, and the very image 
of Donna Barr's Desert Peach. Now, Pfirsich is 
а hundred times more complex a character, but. 
Bunny Wigglesworth is more fun than a box of 
five-legged monkeys. Don't know if that movie 
influenced Donna, but it's fun to watch. 


Dave Sim's Jaka's Story, drawn with the poster 
from Gypsy. 


PAGE 78 

The young hopeful execs, trying to make their 
mark. Stilwater asked for a scapegoat; they went 
out and found him one. 


PAGE 79 

Magri retreats into Elsewhere rather than take 
charge and tell these hired geeks to let this man 
80, even though he knows the guy's innocent. Dis- 
sociation is something everybody experiences from 
time to time: just zoning out is dissociation. Magri's 
dissociative states are much more profound. 
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PAGES 80-82 

The patterns in the stained-glass windows rep- 
resent states of mind. Magri runs away from the 
injustice done in his name and lets out his anger 
where nobody can hear it. He just doesn't realize 
that that blackness isn't just empty space, and 
that window's been filling up for a long, long 
time. 


And there's the mouse again. Nope, still don't 
know. | think it's a projection of Magri's psyche. 
He's getting tired of being himself. 

That, and | was reading Philip Pullman's novels 
pretty heavily when | wrote this. In those, almost 
every character has a daemon familiar in animal 
shape. Little white mouse . . . 


CHAPTER FOUR 

PAGE 87 

Balloony-head dissociation can be fun, if it's 
controlled, as in meditation. | look forward to 
this feeling while working out. Magri's much 
more inclined to go overboard. 


PAGES 88 AND 89 

+ « . And that's how he gets into these situations. 
Magri, as a public figure, is just as subject to the 
whims of fandom as a fictional character. 


PAGES 90 AND 91 
Why an orgy? Why a two-page orgy? Well you 
may ask. 

Маап has no privacy, even in his own mind— 
especially in his own mind. His psychic land- 
scape is open to the public, so that they may 
visit his fantasy world, Elsewhere. That's good for 
him, since it makes him a hell of a lot of money. 
But he can't be said to have "poor boundar- 
ies"—he has no boundaries. His private life is in 
no way protected from the public. So this online 
virtual sex club which roams from server to 
server has landed on him for the moment, and 
there's nothing he can do about it. 

Why all the extra limbs? This comes from a se- 
ries of sites | found devoted to a brand-new kink. 
These sites were full of heavily Photoshopped 
images of “boytaurs.” They start with extra legs 
and go nuts from there. Lots of fiction about 
growing extra appendages and to what uses they 
may be put. 

Those folks who were shocked by these im- 
ages have no idea how easy | went on them. The 
web contains fetish sites by the thousands that 
are far, far more bizarre. 


PAGE 92 
Enter the monster. The mallet was originally 


intended to be a croquet mallet, but in the 
monster's hands it's grown into something more 
suitable for polo. Appropriate enough, given 
polo's origins. The fur coat comes from good old 
Tyler Durden. 


PAGE 93 

Magri's hair isn't hair. It's composed of very fine 
cables that act as wireless antennae, so that the 
public can access Elsewhere while Magri moves 
about freely. They're very sophisticated implants, 
which his body is rapidly rejecting for the first 
time in his life. 


PAGES 94 AND 95 

In this world, there's a lot more fighting over 
copyrights and money derived from copyrights. 
On the shelf at the bookstore, you might find 
eight different books with the same title. One of 
them may be the original. The rest will be other 
authors' versions of the same book, or entirely 
different books that just share the same name, 
edited versions, bowdlerized versions, multi- 
media presentations, movies that started off as 
the original or derived novel but rapidly evolved 
into something completely different . . . and so 
on. And absolutely no one agrees about which 
ofthe eight is really the best. Keep browsing; 
they're all like that. 


Ай these fragmentary conversations are things 
I've overheard or read, cut to fit. 


BENCH 


The “perfect quote” in panel 5, page 95, 
belongs to Salvador Dali. The story about the 
muse being sued comes from Batton Lash's 
Supernatural Law. 


PAGE 96 

When | was young, | dreamed about ruins a lot, 
which seems a lot cooler than it was. The book 
Magri had was one of David Roberts's tomes on 
his travels in North Africa. Victorians couldn't 
get enough of his images of Egyptian temples 
filled to the eyeballs with sand. They're beautiful, 
but they do go on and on; page after page of 
tan limestone, sand, and teeny little figures to 
provide the viewer with some sense of scale. 
Magri's just obsessive enough to start imagining 
that he's seeing the same tiny figure over and 
over, to wonder what that person was like. Un- 
like those of many world builders, Magri's world 
contains no people. No fancy fantasy aliens, 

no elves or dwarves or fairies, or even ordinary 
people. If the buying public didn't stampede in, 
it would be empty—except for Magri, his memo- 
ries, and that tiny figure . . . which eventually 
became the monster. 


One of the girls mildly resembles Kyung from 
Mark Kalesniko's wonderful Mail Order Bride. 1 
love that book. Among other themes it contains 
a brilliant examination of the way fantasy can 
cripple the identity as easily as it can free it. A 
minor note that still startled me was my recogni- 
tion of one of Kalesniko's sources of inspira- 
tion: Lenn Redman's How to Draw Caricatures. 
The term "caricatures" conjures up images of 
fun-fair face painting and little kiddies ralphing 
up cotton candy, but Redman is a delineator of 
character on par with Hirschfeld. | had his book 
on my shelf. Many of the character designs in 
Mail Order Bride are identifiable in this book. 
I've used that book as inspiration for background 
characters too, particularly in Talisman. 


The other girl looks very vaguely like the title 
character from Posy Simmonds's brilliant 
Gemma Bovery. Neither girl really looks like her 
source character; does the fact that | can't draw 
them the way their original artists do make them 
"mine"? 


PAGE 97 

This bookstore/café/hangout is nominally owned 
by Marcella Grosvenor, the protagonist of my 
previous book, Talisman. It is actually the 
brainchild of one of her wealthy relatives, who is 
one of those who think any relative who hasn't 
got their career quite figured out should start a 
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ote 
GLASSES. A 


business. Needless to say, Marcie doesn't really 
run the place, but she has drawn an interest- 
ing gathering of creative people. The bindery 
workshops she runs out of it also draw. . . ап 
interesting mix. 


PAGES 98 AND 99 
"Writers are liars, my dear” is from Calliope, by 
Neil Gaiman. The bit about going to the pack 
rat's burrow came from the second chapter 
of Gaiman's The Books of Magic, but the jar 
labeled "stolen ideas" came from Matt Howarth. 
+ . . And here's Marcie, all grown up. This is 
basically her look; unlike her siblings and Jaeger, 
who are rather chameleonic, she'll look more or 
less like this for the rest of her life. Quite a bit 
of time has passed since Talisman. She's in her 
thirties here. Magri is actually a bit younger than 
Marcie at twenty-three. 


PAGE 100 

He never said one word of warning to her. He 
was just trying to think of how to say it and she 
left while he was thinking. 

This guy, the self-professed hack writer, his 
likeness came from another Neil Gaiman book: 
Harlequin Valentine, beautifully painted by John 
Bolton. He was Harlequin, of course. And Magri 
himself comes from half a dozen sources, not 
least of which are Seren, from Colleen Doran's A 
Distant Soil, and a relatively minor character from 
Yukito Kishiro's Battle Angel Alita: Kaos, Desty 
Nova's strung-out split-personality son. The more 
| wrote about Magri, the more doppelgángers he 
turned up; it does me no good to say | wasn't 
thinking of them as | wrote. How the hell can | 
know that, and what difference does it make? The 
only truly original thing is the blank page. 
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PAGE 101 

Good grief. Open up my skull with a tire iron and 
let it slop around. I'm not even going to try to 
run down all of these rabbits. The quote right 
above Magri's head on the lower right comer 

is Oscar Wilde—but | always hear it in Gene 
Wilder's voice, since he quoted ቪ as Willy Wonka 
in Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory. 


PAGE 102 

The name for Magri's otherworld came from Will 
Shetterly's book of the same name. | tried half 
a hundred other names, and nothing took root. 
Finally | just wrote to the man and asked if it 
was all right for me to use it, and he agreed. He 
said the bookstore in his novel came from a real 
shop that no longer exists. Will Shetterly's wife, 
Emma Bull, has written an urban fantasy novel 
titled Finder. In fact, at the time of this writing, 
I'm drawing a comic called Queen & Country, 
written by Greg Rucka. Greg has also written a 
novel called Finder. When | first settled on the 
name, | discovered to my dismay five books in 
print bearing that title. One giant shrug later, | 
went on with the book. 

So Marcie's blank-bookstore-writer's hangout 
is called Elsewhere, and Magri's lawyers have 
forbade him to visit it—much as Marcie's have 
tried to keep her out of Magri's world. And so on. 


PAGES 103 AND 104 

The fortunes of a huge company rest on Magri's 
narrow little weasel shoulders. Some company 
officers panic every time he coughs. 


Stilwater actually did try to advise Magri about 
the preparations White Senior was making prior 
to his death. Stilwater would have been thrilled 
to get some form of influence over Magri in 
place before the old man died. Magri was just 
too vague and unfocused to understand anything 
that was going on. 


PAGE 105 
“Nobody will look after your best interests like 
the corporation will . . ." It's amazing how many 


people want to believe this, even in this day and 
age. 


PAGE 106 

The doctor's little monsters-from-the-id speech: 
it's a common conceit that simply identifying the 
psychic roots of a problem is enough to solve it, 
that once you know why you're doing something, 
that's all you need to change your behavior. 
While it is certainly true that self-awareness is 
necessary to change, change requires HARD 


WORK. Note that the doctor and nurses are all 
Sylvans, like most of the Elsewhere Corpora- 
tion, Stilwater, and Magri himself. They are all of 
one clan. There's no way the members of this 
corporation, being Sylvans, could trust Magri to 
nonfamily medical personnel. 


CHAPTER FIVE 

PAGES 111-113 

The medical profession in this city is dominated 
by Medawars, or more precisely Medawar 
women. Very few Medawar men become doc- 
tors; they in turn dominate the military and law 
enforcement. Stilwater's really on the bricks 
now, and he knows it. 

Stilwater's desk clutter includes a sample ma- 
quette of a collectible statuette of Magri, there 
to be approved for sale, and a small real-time 
holographic display of Magri on his bed. The 
secretary/receptionist in panel 1 is yet another 
Blythe. She's entirely VR. 


PAGES 114-116 

І sidled around the idea of making Magri literally 
schizophrenic. I'd imagined that he was just 
having a nervous breakdown. Problem is, | have 
no clue what a nervous breakdown really is; 

it seems to be a catchall term for somebody 
who just shuts down under enough stress. 

ልዘ kinds of interesting things can happen to 
"perfectly normal" people if you squeeze them 
hard enough. 

One of the interesting terms floating around 
pop psych these days is "shadow syndrome." 

It seems a reasonable-enough premise: that 
the more florid forms of mental illness, such as 
schizophrenia, manic depression, dissociative 
identity disorder, autism, and so on, have milder 
forms which occur in “normal” people. One 
might better think of them as trends, tendencies 
which often run in families. Without getting into 
the sticky business of defining biological versus 
environmental influences, let me say that the 
world would be a terribly static place without 
these trends. 

All that said, | didn't at first intend Марті to be 
a full-blown schizophrenic. | hear voices all the 
time; | spend quite a lot of time untangling and 
identifying them, putting names and faces to 
them and trotting them out in these pages. Only 
once or twice have they ever shocked me, or 
been so dear that | might have briefly mistaken 
them for real people speaking. They are inside 
my head. It's my belief that this is perfectly 
commonplace. | wanted Magri to embody this 
attitude. 

Unfortunately, the story required me to push 


him till he cracked. I don't think that | would 
become schizophrenic if | was denied sleep for 
fifteen years, but | can't think of a better word 
for it. But | don't think that the voices Magri 
heard all the way back to age five were anything 
unusual; what was different was that he couldn't 
turn the volume down. 

Oh, and the man who saves Magri from falling 
onto the tracks is based physically on Linda 
Medley's circus-carny character Alphonse, from 
Castle Waiting: Solicitine. 


PAGE 117 

Magri's mother isn't actually reading this book 
to him. It's got a sound chip in it. It reads itself. 
Magri won't let her touch him, so she can't even 
cuddle with him on the couch. 


The name "Elster" comes from Hitchcock's 
Vertigo, mysterious Madeleine Elster. The name 
is one of Hitchcock's little jokes. Elster means 
“mockingbird” in German. A “mocking bird"—a 
false woman. 


PAGE 118 

What's in the brain doesn't end up on the page 
exactly. Sometimes that's bad—it can never be 
captured properly. Most of the time it's good; 
the thing in the mind never focuses until you put 
it through the process of expression. Or else it 
changes irrevocably in that process and you just 
don't realize it. What the hell. 
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PAGES 119-121 

| suppose a line needs to be drawn between 
Magri the successful artist and Magri the 
enervated, mushroomlike, undeveloped adult. 
He has a thick slice of everything: money, fame, 
a viable business, freedom to create. But on a 
personal level, he's no better off than someone 
who sits in his parents' basement and halluci- 
nates at the keyboard twenty-four hours a day. 


Bewa-a-a-re submerging yourself too deeply 
into any fantasy, or trying too hard to make that 
fantasy real. 


The last two panels of page 121 were my 
attempt to draw a parallel between Magri's fa- 
ther's death and his discovery of Ayo's shattered 
avatar in Elsewhere. Push a memory away, and 
your mind will re-create it everywhere it сап. 


PAGE 122 

The mathematician John Nash says he recov- 
ered from paranoid schizophrenia by conscious 
effort. Perhaps he did; there's some evidence 
to support the idea that it's a disease that may 
ease up with advancing age. But it also seems 
to be a disease heavily influenced by mood and 
the state of the self-image. How many paranoid 
schizophrenics have won the Nobel Prize? That's 
the kind of thing they usually imagine doing— 
coming up with a mathematical principle that 
changes how the world looks at hundreds of 
things, the ripples of which are still spreading, 
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that reinvented modern economics. Magri is, of 
course, doped to the eyeballs, but the fact that 
he does occupy a position of power and respect 
within his family, clan, and industry can't be 
overlooked in his “sudden recovery.” After all, his 
parents are gone now; it can't not affect him. 


PAGE 123 
No, he really didn't know about the mask until 
then. Why would he? 


PAGES 124 AND 125 

In a previous chapter, rather than yell at a pack 
of underlings, he retreated into his mind—and 
even there, opened a "window" to yell and 
scream his frustration. That window opened 
onto blackness, a blackness he has mistaken for 
years for nothingness. 


PAGE 126 

Yes, that's the way it is. The monster is Magri's 
effort to clear out his head space, get himself 
a little privacy, peace, and quiet. He's never 
been able to make walls between the parts of 
his mind that are more and less personal. He 
doesn't really mind having people poke around 
Elsewhere; it's just that that landscape is inti- 
mately tied to his memories. 


PAGE 127 

These grotesque knotted-up bodies represent all 
kinds of neurological distress on the part of the 

tourists who've been visiting. Temporal-lobe sei- 
zures can do some bizarre things. All of the effects 
the monster is describing can and do happen. 


PAGE 128 

- . . But they're all having a fine time, for exactly 
the reason the monster gives. A few endorphins, 
and everything's a happy thrill ride, and no mat- 
ter how much they throw up afterwards, some 
people will climb right back on for more. 


PAGES 129 AND 130 

"Descent into madness" may be a cliché, but. 
I've often wondered if that isn't exactly what it 
feels like. A slippery slope. 


PAGE 131 

Leaves us with the question: why does the 
monster resemble Jaeger at all? It can take any 
shape, and does. Why does it assume this Jae- 
gerlike form? It's not as if Jaeger's image hasn't 
already gotten away from him. He's been in the 
movies, like it or not. Magri simply . . . picked 
him up. Made him his own. It goes its own way, 
but it picks things up as it goes. 


CHAPTER SIX 
PAGE 135 
Murky mental glop. Piles of memories, half- 
personified. If he stopped to talk to any of 
these doppelgángers, he'd discover them to be 
disconnected memories of teachers, strang- 
ers, family members—endlessly repeated. The 
fact that they're all floating in this aimless 
way is a symptom of Magri's disintegration. 
Memories don't mean anything unless they 
are associated with one another—in effect, 
stories. These are entirely out of context. My 
original intent for this stage in the story was 
to have a lengthy free-associated sequence 
in which all the established elements of the 
story would crash together, in the standard 
horror-movie nightmare climax. When the time 
came, | found | couldn't write it. So instead of 
the free-association free-verse poem I'd hoped 
for, you get the opposite: a floating mess of 
meaningless memory. 

In other words, hell. | shouldn't be disap- 
pointed. 


PAGE 136 

Most of the fragments are pieces of other 
people's means of dissociation. We all need a 
little of it here and there—daydreaming, reading, 
drawing. Losing ourselves. Zoning out. Magri 
needs a lot. All these people are inside the Else- 
where building. Down low is Jaeger; the thing 
he's whipping around is a fire hose. 


PAGE 137 

World building isn't writing. Fascinating though it 
is, it can bog down a story so easily . . . because 
if the details do not reinforce the theme, there's 
no point in them, apart from setting mood and 
establishing what's allowed. The story Magri 

is retelling himself is, of course, that of Oz the. 
Great and Terrible. 


PAGE 138 
But he's not done telling himself the truth yet; 
he's not ready for escapism. 


PAGE 139 

The members of the board. Lobotomy might 
indeed have tamed Magri's monster. This 
procedure is enjoying a vogue in Anvard among 
people who have begun to reject drugs and all 
their "side" effects. Don't forget, when thorazine 
was first introduced, it was called "chemical 
lobotomy." 


PAGE 140 
"We're 'evergreen' now." 


PAGE 141 

The monster is not a person. It really can only 
say what Magri wants to hear—or is afraid to 
hear. It has incorporated Magri's "death" voices, 
which are, to my mind, present in everyone. That 
little voice that tells you to stand right on the 
edge of that ledge; why, it's no narrower than 
the curb of a sidewalk, you'd never think twice 
about standing on that if it were down on the 
ground, so what if there's no railing? That little 
voice that says it would be really cool to fall off. 
The thing that Magri was most afraid of people 
finding out, the thing that lent the monster extra 
violence in repelling visitors, was simply his fear 
of being “unmasked” as a creator. 


PAGES 142-144 
Magri, squirming. 


Yes, Elster is Magri's middle name. There never 
was a brother. 


PAGE 146 

Magri's lucky. If his images of his parents were 
warm and enveloping, he never would have 
come out of his coma. 


PAGES 147-149 

Ever thumped yourself in the head because you 
felt stupid? Some people do a lot more. At least 
this is all in his head. 


PAGES 150 AND 151 


This idea came to me while | was watching my 
friends play /СО, a PlayStation 2 game. The 
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FORGOT THE Book AS soon 
AS THE IDEA IN IT TOOK HOLD. 


player controlled one figure in the game; a 
fairly sophisticated Al controlled the other. The 
girl's actions, determined by algorithm, were 
sometimes a little bit creepy . . . Whenever the 
player character was tear assing around doing 
things, she'd wander around aimlessly, pick at 
grass stems, look around, climb on top of things 
and sit down . . . Anyway, if a player got tired 
and handed the controls to someone else, that 
new person often had to familiarize himself with 
the controls. This makes him jump, that makes 
him swing his stick, that makes him call to the 
girl, etc., etc. Viewed from within the context. 
of the game, he must have looked completely 
batshit insane, possessed by demons. Once I 
watched them trade off, do the usual jumping- 
jumping-turning-reaching business, and the girl 
was standing nearby . . . She put her hands up 
to her face and backed away. 

So it seemed pretty clear that the monster, 
although created by Magri, was going to Бе... 
infested. By visitors who were not exactly con- 
trolling it, but who were certainly contributing to 
its strength and vitriol. 

The reason Elsewhere, as a fantasy world, is 
more successful than other virtual-reality worlds 
of its type is because the imaginations of Magri's 
visitors are fully engaged when they enter. Their 
minds interact with his mind. They fill in all the 
details. They flesh out completely what Magri 
laid out. They're in it headfirst. 
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PAGE 152 

In the future, the monster will be Magri's sheriff. 
It will delineate and defend private territory, and 
will dispense its own ideas of discipline to the 
visitors. Anybody who really can't play by the 
rules, it can turn them into all kinds of nasty 
things. 


PAGE 153 
Marcie, Jaeger, Stilwater, Magri's parents, Ayo— 
and some more mental static. 


PAGE 154 

The repeating theme on this page— "This is not 
à dream"—came from Evan Dorkin. It isn't a 
dream; it's a psychodrama. Fiction uses dreams 
as shorthand for psychodrama. Most dreams 
are not coherent symbolic reflections of one's 
internal landscape. 


PAGE 155 
For once, rag-doll-limp Magri assumes a normal 
Sleeping position. It's so unusual that the nurse 
doesn't even recognize it for what it is—she's 
just ready to tear a chunk out of one of her 
orderlies for putting Magri in a position that may 
cause his blood to pool. 

Every once in a blue moon I have a dream that 
has a coherent story line that | can use. The ba- 
sic plot of Dream Sequence came from a dream. 


CHAPTER SEVEN 

PAGE 159 

Magri has never seen the great outdoors. Не 
has extrapolated all his environments from 
things he's seen in TV, gardens, still images, 
textures. He really has a hell of an imagination. 
From my point of view, | have to spend so much 
time trying to evoke the feeling of reality that HE 
evokes in his visitors. | have no time to show you 
all the things he gets wrong. 


It feels real to him, so it feels real to them. 


PAGES 160 AND 161 
Fun with fisheye-lens effects. | always feel like 
this if | sleep in the middle of the day. 


PAGE 162 

What's going on here is that, since Elsewhere 

is sort of shut down, Magri's mind is trying to 
integrate itself into the Elsewhere building. It's a 
^smart" building, and he still has a few wireless 
connections, and his brain is accustomed to 
handling the details of hundreds and hundreds 
of "life-support" functions for visitors. It's used 
to maintaining an environment, so it's groping 


for an environment to maintain. | didn't really 
have space to expand on this idea, so this page 
is really all it got. It's not where you get the 
ideas that matters, it's what you do with them. 
Oh, well... 


PAGE 163 
Yes, that's Jaeger, under all the dried blood. 


PAGE 164 

And yes, that's his kid. And those are her kids. 
And the girl to the left is Xini, from Counting 
Coup. The guy to the left is Jaeger's half brother. 
Like | say, a lot of time has passed since 
Talisman. 


PAGE 165 

Magri's stance and attitude are borrowed from 
Colonel Doctor Church, from Aliens: Labyrinth, 
written by Jim Woodring. The best mad scientist 
ever to gyrate across the page, and, coinciden- 
tally, another skinny white-haired git with a high 
forehead, bags under his eyes, and a dazed- 
duckling act that isn't even really an act. Some 
of the time. 


PAGE 166 

I'd meant to have a scene in which the junior 
suits wasted a lot of time coming up with pain- 
fully bad alternative names for Magri's fantasy 
world, so | could incorporate all the ideas I tried 
on while trying to avoid using "Elsewhere." Oops; 
book's done. 


PAGE 167 
The two “archways” came from a piece of clip 
art; the bas-relief skulls are Aztec. 


Inspiration by committee. Astonishing as it 
Seems, committees can come up with good 
ideas. It's just when one comes to rely on pan- 
ning their babble for gold that things bog down. 


PAGE 168 

Those marks on Magri's scalp are the major ar- 
eas in which new implants will be laid. Right now 
only the medullar ones are in place—brand new, 
complete with wire ties. He picked out Matheson 
and Lewis because they were the only ones not 
grinning at him like idiots. 


PAGE 169 

Magri's still a bit too shaky to stand for a long 
time, but he wants to look them in the eye. He 
doesn't realize what he's doing when he sits on 
the back of his chair; but he's far more "in the 
world, and of the world" now. 


PAGE 170 

It's not that Lewis is so much better a person, or 
less weaselly a businessman. He'll bullshit Magri 
if he thinks it's in his best interests to do so. 
What Magri is learning is how careful you have 
to be, in an environment such as this, to make 
it in his advisors' best interests not to lie to him 
or bullshit him. 


PAGE 171 

The game Myst and its sequel Riven are huge 
parts of the inspiration for Dream Sequence. All 
the mist and fog was fascinating, partly because 
it was mysterious, partly because it was so 
practical. Not having to redraw all the details of 
the backgrounds every time you change direc- 
tion saves compute cycles, and makes a better 
вате. Magri sees now that a whiteout is agoniz- 
ingly boring, but whatever he builds next will, 1 
think, contain a lot of fog. He can hide a lot of 
personal stuff in impenetrable fog banks, and 
take his time deciding whom to let in that far. 


PAGES 172 AND 173 

I'm not quite done with Magri. He'll have his 
smaller roles to play, just as Marcie will have her 
things to say. He'll get up to some wild times 
with his monster, but still consider himself sexu- 
ally inexperienced. "After all, it all takes place 
inside my head . . . Do lucid wet dreams even 
count as masturbation?" 
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PAGES 174 AND 475 
Stilwater's last high note. Or perhaps not; he ге- 
ally is very sharp, and can help Magri a great deal. 


These "snake egg" style monitors represent 

the members of the board. If things were bad 
enough they'd bully their CEO out of his job; they 
wouldn't risk being seen together, or going on 
record as having done anything of the kind. 


PAGES 176-181 

The thing in my head that animates Jaeger 

is more or less the same thing that animates 
Magri's monster. Some things about it are fairly 
static, others change subtly, others wildly. It's no 
mistake that he "played" a werewolf in Marcie's 
fantasy story in Talisman. It's interesting to me 
to see that Jaeger himself has “spawned” іп 
Finder. This monster isn't Jaeger anymore, but 
retains a lot of basic Jaeger attitudes, things 
Magri needs to have in the back of his head. 
The monster is a construct of Magri's psyche, he 
took what he saw in Jaeger and it evolved from 
there. It's a mentor by nature. Put Jaeger off by 
himself, and he's the most close-mouthed man 
who ever lived. Put him in a room with a person 
with a problem, and he's on it like a parrot with 
a coconut. The monster took up three extra 
pages with this ending. He just took off when 
paired with Ayo. 

So wait and see: there will be more monsters. 
Ayo will grow one of his own. So will all the 
"holdouts" that Magri's monster undertakes to 
rehabilitate. And Jaeger won't know anything 
about them. 

Originally there was supposed to be a rather. 
technical explanation for what the monster is 
doing here. He is inducing slow-wave sleep in 
the damaged visitors such as Ayo. Slow-wave 
sleep, as poorly understood as any part of sleep 
and dreaming, takes place early in the cycle, 
and seems to be when a great deal of our actual 
learning takes place. That's when things sink in. 
It is not characterized by vivid dreams. Dreams 
in slow-wave sleep tend to be flat and repetitive, 
or are continuations of reality as it was when 
you were falling asleep. Ever go berry picking, 
and see millions of berries swimming around 
when you close your eyes that night? That's slow 
wave. You can still be moderately conscious 
during slow wave. 

We experience less and less of it as we age, 
and that may have some relationship to our 
diminished ability to learn past childhood. The 
monster can't wave a wand and restore Ayo. He 
can set everything up for Ayo to make his own 
repairs, though. 
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And, of course, the monster is the audience. 
The sounding board, to be more precise: that 
“Hope you finish that someday" is a direct quote 
from my frustrated friend, who's been panting 
over my shoulder for the next drawing since the 
very beginning. 


PAGE 182 
"Drink up, dreamers. You're running dry." That's 
Peter Gabriel. 


Where is Magri? Who are all these kids? Is that 
Jaeger? Good grief, save some questions for 
later . . . It'll all be in the footnotes. 


MYSTERY DATE 


PART ONE 

PAGE 191 

These first eight pages were redrawn from pages 
originally presented in the anthology Mythogra- 
phy. Why redraw them? Because | was having a 
hard time getting back into the story, to which 
Га never had enough time to devote myself. 


[Editor's note: all references to redrawn images 
refer to the versions printed in the first Mystery 
Date collection.] 


Panel 2. Deer-head construct. He's not a 
teacher; he's a teacher's assistant, a super- 
secretary. He's the one to appeal to if you want. 
something done, and he's the one who ends up 
having to teach most of the Mighty Impressive 
Big Shot's classes. He's a digitigrade: he has to 
go tottering around on little hard deer hoofs. He 
has a mild fetish for human girls with cute feet. 

The guy next to him is "one of those people who 
live way out in the ocean" who taught Jaeger how 
to sleep underwater. The orangutan with the Lolita 
fixation is technically a construct, but he's a spe- 
cial case. They're most often found at research 
libraries, and even so, they're rare. Ho boy! No- 
body will believe that | hadn't read Terry Pratchett 
before | drew him in, or that 1 had forgotten about 
him entirely until just this minute. Oooook! 


PAGE 192 

"Xenology" just means "study of strangers," 
whereas anthropology means the study of how 
humans do things. This term was coined to 
cover all cultures, human or otherwise. Моп- 
Homo sapiens are bitterly divided between being 
infuriated at being denied the term "human" and 
those who are pleased not to be lumped in with 
the skin monkeys. 


Javecek is another domed city like Anvard. Not. 
a nice place. 


PAGE 193 
Note the professor's complicated cranial jack. 
Three ports: two set into the mastoid processes 
(those bony bumps behind the ears) and one into 
the base of the occipital bone, just about the at- 
las vertebra. This is one of the most sophisticated 
brain-computer interfaces money can buy, and 
provides the fastest possible transfer of informa- 
tion from head to machine and back again. 
Not shown are the two jacks in his pelvis that 
handle much of his control over his prosthetic legs. 
Don't be expecting to see those. 


PAGES 194 AND 195 

Shar has little trouble keeping up with vehicular 
traffic. Urban Laeske do have to take traffic les- 
sons and abide by the law. His leaping the con- 
crete barrier is a pretty hefty no-no and would 
have cost him a fine if he'd been caught. 


PAGE 196 

Shar doesn't need to make those disgust- 
ing noises when he does this, any more than 
humans have to make noise yawning. It just. 
feels good. 


The Laeske have a huge dry crop in their throats 
in which they store things. Shar can keep road 
maps in his crop without getting them wet, and 
bring them up whenever he needs them. His crop 
is only as messy as the average purse or book bag. 


PAGE 197 

The markings on the toilet top match those of a 
young-at-foot, a baby that's not old enough to 
keep up with the family herd. There are preda- 
tors that can threaten them out in the world. 


Laeske have prodigious memories. In most 
cases their entire early education is transmitted 
orally. This didn't slow down the Romans or the 
Greeks, so let us not underestimate them. 


PAGE 198 

Young Laeske are herd creatures. They prefer to 
stay in large, highly structured groups composed 
of females and children. Males are much more 
solitary. 

Their tongues are long, dry, and very flexible. 
They use them as an elephant uses its trunk. 
The human gesture of shaking hands presents 
no problem to them—just to the human faced 
with all those jaggedy teeth. 


VARYATIONS 

PAGE 199 

Redrawn from the inside cover of Mystery Date 
#1. The tiny figure is Garuda, steed of the gods. 
Fierce thing. 


PAGE 201 
"Varyations" originally ran in Mythography #4, 
and has been redrawn. 


Vary is a student, Ollie is an instructor. Vary is 
working under a trainee's license and can't take 
customers outside her work shift at Lian-Jin. 
Ollie, as a construct, can't legally teach. He's 

a free construct, but that doesn't give him the 
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same rights as an ordinary citizen. He's based 
on my friend Bill's Pomeranian. Ollie the Pom 
wears a harness too. 


PAGE 202 

These are the rock stars and movie gods of 
Anvard. Any profession can breed a celebrity, 
given the attention of a patron and the artist's 
willingness to live the life. A patron is required 
by contract to support his or her artist's career. 
What the artist is required to do varies, but the 
public assumes they are always available sexu- 
ally to the patron. 


PAGE 203 

Vary's town gets road and river traffic. Temple 
girls (and boys) make money for the temple from 
travelers. 


This town and others like it are subject to terrible 
floods. They take it in stride. Their houses are 
big squared-off pottery jars, baked and some- 
times glazed. They stay waterproof for genera- 
tions. When the floods come, they batten down 
the windows and keep moving upwards. A house 
in good condition doesn't leak, but they try not 
to tempt fate by living in the submerged parts. 


PAGE 204 

If you're on the road in this area, you buy supplies 
and lodging from the temples. The temple girls 
(and boys) are there to get the rest of your money. 
They may stay temple whores all their lives; they 
sometimes take vows and join the temple itself, if 
the monks and nuns agree to take them. 

The other option, going to the pleasure gardens 
of local royalty, and there extracting money from 
the rich, isn't really an option anymore. Nobody's 
rich and the palaces are falling into ruin, except in 
a few places very close to һеауу traffic. 


PAGE 205 

Jaeger's first cameo. Vary knows him from her 
long and complicated journey to Anvard. He 
was working as a bouncer in a way house. Way 
houses take over where the temples leave off. 
The people in that area aren't Vary's people. 


Constructs were first designed to be organic 
machinery. Tools that could feed themselves 
instead of needing to be fueled, computers that 
programmed themselves, replacement dirty 
workers. They didn't look like much. That sort 
of construct does still exist, but people don't 
think about them much. Not until someone got 
the bright idea of making fancy sex toys did 
constructs like Ollie appear—rapidly booming 
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into their own industry and art form. Constructs" 
thoughts on the matter aren't usually a matter of 
record. There are a good few "free" constructs in 
houses like Lian-Jin and Temple House. 


PAGE 207 
I blame Phil Foglio for Vary's slippers. You can, too. 


PAGE 208 

The Laeske written language looks like Ror- 
schach blots. It's a pictographic language, 
though few non-Laeske can see any resem- 
blance between what a given shape stands for 
and the thing itself. 


PAGE 209 

"Classic" ran in Mythography #6. These stories 
had to be done fast and furious, but they did 
make me find new ways to do things. 


I couldn't face drawing this crowd scene, so | 
just drew the word balloons. Sometimes the 
easy way out is really interesting. 


This is the kind of thing you won't often see in a 
book written by one person, drawn by another, 
lettered by a third. The writer could blithely say, 
"HUGE CLASSROOM, PACKED TO THE GILLS,” 
and write all that dialogue. 

The artist would kill himself drawing a convinc- 
ing crowd scene, making sure the perspective 
on all the chairs was right, maybe slip in a few 
in-jokes, that sort of thing. Then the letterer 
would look at all the word balloons in the script 
and scream bloody murder. Can't be done! Not 
without covering up almost all of the crowd, or 
else reducing the dialogue to inky illegibility! Do 
it, says the editor; that's the effect the writer 
wants. So the letterer does it, and now it's the 
artist's turn to scream. 

For me, it was the cheap way out. 


PAGE 210 
There are no constructs in the class. Ollie's just 
visiting. 


PAGES 211 AND 212 

The voice she is answering is partly Zee and 
partly her father. She's been awed since child- 
hood by thorny, difficult wise men. A girl prom- 
ised to the temple has two ways to go. One: stay 
a dancer or flute girl forever, with no education, 
a bowl of rice to be handed out to any traveler 
who stays the night. They serve a purpose in 
the religion, but they're likened to flowers: they 
wither soon. Two: attach herself to a monk and 
prove herself worth teaching. 


The Hautama use dragons to symbolize wisdom. 
This is not to say Hautama dragons are welcom- 
ing things. 


PAGE 213 

| hate to admit it, but | have no idea what's 
going on here. | was following the advice of a 
friend, and free-associating the story. "Figure it 
out later," he said. Well, it's later, and | still don't 
get what he's doing. The only thing that comes 
to mind is the phrase "crystallized intelligence," 
which means what you've learned and can use. 


PAGE 214 

"The Road to Hell Paving Co." originally ran in 
Mythography #7. Гуе been asked (sometimes 
indignantly) just why Zee is so opposed to Vary's 
attentions. Simple—she's his student. It doesn't 
matter how cute, sweet, and understanding 

she is; she's still a student. That she continues 
to pursue him without a particular favor to ask 
makes her seem even more crazy and improper 
to him. 

Vary has the particular arrogance of the at- 
tractive person. She's used to sliding by on her 
looks, and doesn't understand that he's oblivi- 
ous to them. 


PAGE 215 

As a younger girl, Vary was appalled by street 
bums. She's trying to work out a bit of guilt at 
despising ugly people. She doesn't think about 
these things very much, and doesn't understand 
them well at all. 


PAGES 216 AND 217 

If Vary was a little swifter, she'd understand that 
the "nice" cop doesn't really care what happens 
to her. These are still Medawars, but they're a 
northern subfamily. Anvard is in the north, but 
the round-faced, stocky Medawars who domi- 
nate the city are southern Medawars. Think of 
them as mastiffs and bulldogs. The northerners 
patrol Old Town, at the lower levels. 


The drug that makes people like to set fires 
comes from Octavia Butler's Parable of the 
Sower. Matriza is a slang contraction of Mother 
Teresa. 


PAGE 218 

Shar is quite able to talk while using his tongue 
tip to do other things. It's all in the throat for 
him, like a parrot. He does not open and close 
his jaws much when he speaks, and his lips 

do not move at all. His grin is perpetual, like a 
dolphin's. 


Shar has many more spots and streaks in this 
story than he ultimately turned out to have. I'm 
going to blame molting. 


PAGE 219 

"Teacher's Pet." Vary hasn't really given up on 
Zee. Go ahead, babe, you just keep on day- 
dreaming... 


Ollie eats like a fiend. Like a little dog, really. He 
will eat until his eyes cross, sleep heavily, run it all 
off, then stick his nose in another bucket of fried 
chicken. Food, sex, exercise, and sleep: that's 
his recipe for a happy life. He can't read, doesn't 
watch TV, and cares only slightly for clothes. 


PAGES 221-223 

Ollie and Vary are not “happy hookers.” They're 
happy because they like the people they work 
with, and for. This doesn't mean they have no 
emotional kinks to work out. 


LUX 

PAGE 227 

Temple University is huge in more ways than 
one. Composed of many smaller colleges, it 
is the seat of higher learning for the northern 
region. Lian-Jin is a satellite school. 


The voice "speaking" is Vary's internalization of 
Milya. Her internalization of her childhood friend 
Rudra is much harsher. 


Sunlight is at a premium in these domed cities. 
The globes which light the streets are color 
corrected to simulate sunlight, and are meant 

to give off just enough ultraviolet to produce vita- 
min D in the skin and regulate sleep cycles, but 
people still crave the real thing. If you want to 
live cheap, you move to a "night" neighborhood 
in the interior of the dome, which is not lit as 
brightly for the “day” cycle, or a "twilight" neigh- 
borhood which is lit very dimly at all times. In 
those neighborhoods, you need extra sun time. 
Traveling to a day neighborhood in which real 
sunlight is piped in with fiber optics is one way to 
do this. Vary and Ollie are in a day neighborhood 
high up and just under the skin of the dome. The 
dome absorbs all radiation on its surface and 
transmits certain wavelengths into its interior. 


If this was in color, you'd see that Vary is 
wearing quite the itsy-bitsy teeny-weeny yellow 
polka-dot bikini. 


PAGE 230 
The star patterns on the dome's skin aren't 
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transparent to the exterior. They're not even 
translucent. They're just where the dome con- 
centrates and emits stored solar radiation. 


PAGE 231 

Гуе been threatening to use my old friend 
Jef's likeness in a Vary story for years now. 
Here we go. 


PAGE 232 

First and only time I buy The Star, folks. Maureen 
Orth coined the term "celebrity-industrial com- 
plex," and | will gladly use it. 


PAGE 233 

I'm not sure | really made it clear in this story 
that the fictional Jef is an animator. He captures 
the little gestures of his subjects. A turn of 

the wrist, a shifting of balance, a drawing in of 
breath, all the little moments a static drawing 
can't. Unfortunately, I'm using static drawings. 
Sigh. 


PAGE 234 

Join a guild, take a collar—Anvardian society 
contains a lot of feudal elements. Many profes- 
Sions are dominated by one clan or another, and 
if you want to get anywhere in, say, animation, 
you'll be dealing with a lot of oaths and rules 
and sign heres and giving up of freedoms. In the 
guild halls, you lose а lot of freedom but don't 
ве! а lot of security; if you "take a collar" you get 
a lot of security but you are indentured to your 
owner. You are a slave. Slaves of the sort Jef 
would be have it easy, comparatively speaking: 
the term is limited, the slave has rights, there 

is a contract. It's not unlike being owned by the 
army, and there are as many and as violently 
diverse opinions about taking collars as there 
are about joining the military. 


PAGE 235 

Vary's is a third option. If you can attract the at- 
tention of a rich patron, you retain your freedom 
and gain financial support. Artists are expected 
to be available sexually to their patrons; slaves 
aren't. Slave lawyers make all kinds of money 
chasing rich clan people who have overstepped 
their bounds. 


PAGES 236 AND 237 

Each of these Artists has a little halo of notori- 
ety. The little floating screens are projected onto 
air particles. Stars like smoky rooms. 


The girl in the foreground is based on a photo 
of a well-known young actress who was, at the 
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time I was doing this story, suffering very publicly 
from an eating disorder. When | looked closely at 
her cover photo, | noticed that the irises of her 
eyes were oval. The magazine had compressed 
her image slightly from side to side to make her 
look even more emaciated. Haha. 


PAGE 238 

More little floaty snake eggs. These project more 
news articles. They're like flies. You have to wave 
them away from your head when you eat at 
street cafés. 


In the lowermost right corner—the company that 
makes these animals lets 'em go on the streets 
to breed. Cheap bastards. Once one turns up 
on your doorstep, looking pitiful, and you decide 
to feed it up and give it a name, its genetically 
encoded transmitter signals the company, which 
shows up with a contract for you to sign and a 
lot of products to sell you. 


PAGE 239 

Veluna's and others like it get raided periodically. 
They operate mainly in the older parts of the city. 
Someone's got to cater to people who aren't 
rich. This is why Vary's so surprised that Veluna's 
is so nice inside. 


PAGE 240 
It's a perfectly legitimate pub. Really. 


Again, these pictures move. Dunno if that comes 
across. 


PAGE 241 
Veluna herself, played by Claire/Zanya of Bite 
Me! Dylan Meconis kicks. 


PAGES 243-251 

The following nine pages are reprinted from 
Mythography. They're the first story pages | 
drew with a brush, and | had every intention of 
redrawing them for this collection. Ah well. 


PAGE 243 

Panel 3, poster behind Shar. Bermooft, Land 
of the Eel and Onion. That's from Walt Kelly's 
Pogo. 


PAGE 244 

Panels 5 and 6. This gag was Vary's genesis. 
She was created for this one joke. When | de- 
cided to use the two professors for Mythography 
Stories, | wanted to keep Jaeger out of it. Vary 
instantly became the question-asking character 
in his place. 


РАСЕ 246 

Temple House, first mentioned in Finder #9, is 
a house offine repute run by the same family 
that united many of the local colleges into опе 
university. 

When Anvardians talk about the arts, they 
mean any creative endeavor. When they talk 
about the Art, they mean sex. Specifically, they 
mean a complicated system of patronage in 
which rich clan people support artists, writers, 
dancers, and certain types of professionals in 
pursuit of celebrity. There are other ways of 
approaching the creative life in this society, but. 
they involve guild houses (also controlled by the 
clans) or actual slavery. 

Lian-Jin is one of the Ivy Leagues of the Art. 
Plenty of houses aren't this nice, and don't turn 
out the glossiest of potential Artists. There are 
franchised houses like MacFleiss's, in which 
you order off a fluorescent menu bar and all the 
talent wear identical polyester uniforms. If you 
want McSex, you can get it. 


PAGE 247 
Mrs. K is one of those people who always has 
two or three reasons for everything she does. 


PAGE 248 

Panel 4. This is a frescoed ceiling. Really. Ollie 
is a construct. That doesn't mean he wasn't 
born, but he does come from a factory. The 
private lives of constructs are quite strange. I'll 
get to that in the next book. 


Bax is a retired gladiator who never made it big. 
The shaggy-haired girl is Milya. She makes very 
weird dolls. 


Two naked guys and two more-or-less dressed 
women. That's my little joke. 


PAGE 250 

Statistically, more people in Anvard would call 
themselves monosexual than otherwise, but not 
in Vary's circle. It isn't cool. 


Remember, Dr. Zee has an extremely sophisticat- 
ed cranial jack. Web surfing can be very intense. 


PAGE 251 
Wapembe was Ollie's last owner. They're still 
friends. Wapembe is a cribbage-sharking oracle. 


PART TWO: OUT 

PAGE 255 

The little creature in the grass isn't a mouse. It's 
a lizard. It lives the way a mouse does and is a 


common pest in the same way. It comes in a 
variety of groovy colors and has very sharp teeth. 
These grasslands are to the north of Anvard. 


PAGE 257 

Both bluestem and sawgrass exist in our world. 
Bluestem is a common prairie grass, which gave 
its name to the country-music style. Sawgrass 
is a tropical and subtropical plant found in 
marshland, like Louisiana and Florida. It and its 
cousin, saw palmetto, are edible, but can cut 
you to ribbons if you don't crush them up first. 


Many of the plants that transformed this former 
dune desert into grassland were developed by 
the Laeske in conjunction with the Huldres, 
ambulatory farmers. 


PAGE 258 

Haixha is pronounced HIGH-sha. Laeske 
language runs heavily toward sibilants, but they 
don't pronounce them the way humans do. They 
have no ear for human s sounds and tend to 
replace them with trills. They roll their rs fero- 
ciously. Those dry tongues can make many more 
sounds than human ones can. 


Laeske have domesticated many species of 
animal. They choose animals that can keep up 
with a startled herd, either by running or flying, 
and which make strong social bonds with their 
trainers. They do not often herd food animals, 
preferring to train hunting beasts that will help 
them take down one of the local megafauna. 
Some herds use pack animals, or those who 
readily adopt protection of Laeske children. 


PAGE 259 

For a Laeske, Shar comes pretty close to 
understanding how human sexual practices. 
work, but he can't help having only an outsider's 
perspective. Since he has a specific season for 
fertilization, the thrills he gets from running and 
carrying riders are somewhat desexualized at 
other times. He doesn't think of them as sexual, 
though they are linked to his sexual habits. 

It may at first seem very strange to think of 
carrying weight on his back as sexual. As one 
who was raised to train birds and birdlike crea- 
tures, he'd be the first to tell you that you don't 
make a habit of gripping certain birds under the 
wings. The pressure simulates the sensations 
of being mounted sexually. In birds that form 
strong mate bonds, this can lead to the bird 
"falling in love" with you. Doesn't sound bad? 
Wait till the bird gets jealous and takes a chunk 
out of you. 
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With the Laeske, carrying a rider doesn't 
elicit a sexual response, but it taps into the. 
wellspring of sexual energy. An adult carrying 
а baby runs farther, faster, and longer than an 
unencumbered one. An adult without a baby is 
more likely to be taken down by a predator. 


A Laeske would far rather run than be carried. They 
don't usually domesticate any animal big enough 
for them to ride. As the young mature, they get 
whinier about being carried. Snarly teenagers. 


PAGE 260 

The pipe-organ sound is the Laeske company 
in concert. Laeske don't have vocal cords; they 
have an avian bifurcated trachea. Ask any par- 
rot—this doesn't keep them from making some 
hellish loud sounds. 


This mating call is one example of a very high- 
decibel signal language they have for commu- 
nicating across open country. They also drum. 
Some signals are for other Laeske, some just 
to warn predators that there are a lot of them 
together, so hungry types shouldn't get any 
bright ideas. 


Shar's brand-new masculine mating plumage 

is nothing like enough to enable flight, but the 
asymmetrical feather is a fearsomely efficient 
thing. It gives him just enough lift to take some 
of the weight off his legs, so his exertions can be 
more fully translated into forward velocity. Ironi- 
cally, if they gave him too much lift, he couldn't 
run as fast, because his feet couldn't dig into the 
ground as strongly. Even very young males such 
as Shar cannot glide very far. Shar is large for a 
first-year male, and he'd go tail over teakettle if 
he tried to pull both legs up at once. 


PAGE 261 

These two scouts are Nyima, a third plains- 
dwelling people. They have their own reasons 
for keeping their eyes on the Laeske gathering. 
Haixha can say a few words in a human lan- 
guage, but having been raised by Laeske, she's 
better with their talk. 

Laeske have a second vocabulary of whistles, 
trills, hums, and gargles, which are rarely mixed 
in with the polysyllabic speech that humans can 
learn. Human linguists tend to separate the two 
into singing and speaking, but the relationship 
is more like that of a formal "high" speech and 
an informal "low" one. Humans have a rough 
time with the high speech if for no other reason 
than they don't have enough lung volume to 
pronounce things loudly enough. 
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The Nyima have a deeply resonant ceremonial 
call based upon Laeske high speech. 


PAGE 262 

Panel 2. The creatures in the tree are young-at- 
foot Laeske. They have to go somewhere while 
their mothers and aunts are cavorting. At this 
age, they climb like monkeys. 


This location has been the traditional meeting 
place for mating season so long, it's built into 
their instinctive migratory patterns. 


Singular glacial rocks have become accepted 

as property of individual families. They do like 

to stretch out on a hot rock. When Shar or his 
close family comes to the gathering with nonpar- 
ticipants, they stay at Holoi Rock. 


PAGE 263 

The professor prefers not to wear his prosthetics 
while riding in that howdah saddle because 
they get the mechanical equivalent of leg 
cramps. Without his legs, he would be in con- 
siderable trouble if Haixha fell and dumped him 
out. To Shar, this makes him enough like 

а young-at-foot to offend the living hell out 

of him. 

That's why Zee won't ride his partner's back. 
The ones with the manes but without wings are 
female. The males are always larger, heavier, 
slower. Males go through several color changes 
over the years. First years like Shar are usually 
blue or green. The females are far less colorful. 


PAGE 265 

Haixha has unpacked herself. The buckles on 
her harness are the only parts of her rig de- 
signed to foil her attempts to undo them, though 
she could nip through the straps with a little 
effort. Good training is everything. The trouble 
with having really smart beasts of burden is that 
you have to keep their minds occupied. 


EASY BEING GREEN 

PAGE 267 

Redrawn from the cover of Mystery Date #2. 
Much as | loved the Muppets—this song be- 
came Kermit's theme—it must be a lot easier 
being green when you are green to begin with. 


PAGE 269 
Vary is wearing a denim corset here. 


PAGE 270 
The soil is still very shallow here, and the sand is 
fine river silt. The dust rises. 


РАСЕ 272 

The dust cloud itself can make it rain, if there аге 
clouds low enough to be seeded. The Laeske might 
take this as a fertility symbol if they were the kind 
of people to worry about that sort of thing. 


PAGE 275 

Vary is never caught off guard by lack of cloth- 
ing. Any spare sheet or tablecloth can be made 
into a perfectly serviceable sarong. 


PAGE 276 

These eyes in the sky are a journalist's tool. They 
can be assigned to follow a particular individual 
or stay in one fixed spot to watch. 


PAGE 277 
Still not happy with this woolgathering of the 
professor's. Ah, well. 


PAGE 280 

Vary is a little handicapped here herself. If she 
wasn't so worried about doing the wrong thing, 
the professor wouldn't be so flinchy. 


PAGE 282 

These prosthetics were never intended for a 
human. He prefers to wear them instead of con- 
ventional ones because of their superior balance 
and responsiveness. This man would rather look 
bizarre than helpless. 


PAGE 283 

This coat she's wearing is versatile. It unsnaps six 
ways from Sunday and folds up into a very small 
and lightweight ball. It and her coverall are also 
very, very tough. They're all state-of-the-art gear 
for voyaging into the dangerous outside world. The 
big flat hat she did not wear for this trip off the 
rock is as light as its basket-woven predecessor, 
but is as tough and solid as a motorcycle helmet. 


PAGE 284 

These three may not know a word of any human 
language. They're country girls, with no ambi- 
tions as yet toward scholarship. 


PAGE 286 

Ta-daa! Jaeger's southwestern shitkicker look! 
Amazing how many people wrote in to ask me if 
that really was him. Every convict knows: a little 
facial hair works wonders. 


PAGE 287 

Two of this hat's more useful functions: you can 
Cook in it, and it's protective camouflage—at 
least, it offers protection from Laeske. There are 


а good few carnivores which would gladly eat 
the young-at-foot, and they look at those three 
stripes in a slightly different way. 

When | first wrote this book, | had a scene 
which explained Jaeger's horrible nickname. 
Then | realized Га written a forty-page book, and 
1 didn't have enough money to print a forty-page 
book, so | edited. 


Vary knew Jaeger from a small way house be- 
tween her town and Anvard. He was a bouncer, 
and all the girls called him Pookie. 


PAGE 288 

This thing Vary's having Haixha crack open is 
sort of a melon with a hard shell like a coconut. 
Its meat is very rich and sweet-sour. It's poison- 
ous to humans if taken in large quantities. Vary 
was raised on it, and so has a tolerance, but its 
role in the diet of her people does have some 
say in their short lifespans. 


PAGE 290 
Not a girl in a thousand would say yes to this, 
including me. Pity. 


PAGE 291 

It has been remarked that, with this mustache, 
Jaeger looks like he's part Medawar. Trust me, 
he's not. There's enough resemblance between 
the Medos and his father to give him an occa- 
Sional twinge, but that's all. 


PAGE 292 

This is a very abstract way of speaking. Jae- 
gers alone far too much to understand that 
what seems perfectly clear to him may not get 
his point across. Not, mind you, that Vary is 
really paying attention. One of the many men 
upon whom Jaeger is based is named Cat Boy. 


PAGE 293 

This is a breathy, sweet-voiced pipe like a 
shakuhachi, played with a lot of trills. She knows 
how to make several different types of wind 
instruments, and really prefers a pipe with a 
warm droning sound, but she made do with the 
materials at hand. 


PAGE 295 

This "bit of doggerel," as Cat Boy called it, is a 
poem titled “Travelogue for Exiles” by Karl Jay 
Shapiro. I've lost mine, so if anyone has a copy, 
please send it along. 


PAGES 296-297 
What we're seeing here is what the professor 
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sees. He can adjust the level of detail ከፀ 
sees, but he doesn't see much color. He sees 
perfectly well through his eyelids, and the 
bandanna keeps them from getting cold and 
giving him headaches. 


PAGE 298 

His discovery of a Hautama right under his nose [5 
like one of us suddenly finding out that one of our 
drinking buddies is really Tarzan on weekends. He 

fell into the common idea that nobody who seems 
civilized can possibly be anything exotic. 


The buzzard which has been circling around for 
the past few days has at last made a kill. He's 
got а fair-sized young quetzal, a lizard with wings 
on all four legs. An older quetzal might have 
eaten the buzzard itself. 


Quetzals can walk on their claws, bending in 

the middle in an exaggerated way. They launch 
themselves into the air in a sharp, sidewinding 
motion. They're rather slow fliers, but are among 
the few beasties that eat the king-sized dragon- 
flies. Out on the plains you don't see so many of 
them, so it's as rare a bird as Vary herself. 


PAGE 299 

Here we have two people who'll never agree on 
the least thing, but Vary has finally figured out 
that the type of intercourse this professor can be 
engaged in is not sexual. 


PAGE 300 

The Nyima hail their god of war as a bringer of 
civilization. This doesn't make sense unless you 
consider that the Greek god of wine and drunk- 
enness was also considered a god of civilization. 
The Nyima learned falconry from the Laeske— 
not directly, but through observation as well as 
how they domesticate other animals for their 
own use. This completely revolutionized their 
lives, made them capable not only of competing 
with their enemies but of killing them, clearing 
them out. They thought of the Laeske only as 
animals, but very, very strange animals. Teacher 
beasts. The Nyima do kill Laeske, but only for 
ritual purposes. 


PART THREE: DANCE STEPS 

PAGE 305 

... Originally presented in Finder #31. Vary's 
schoolroom is down in the lower part of the city. 
These miles of arched corridors are at the base 
of the dome and underground, although at that 
level there are so many buildings built above 
that "underground" is a tricky definition. It is at 
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this level that much of the city's supplies move 
around. There are a couple of million stairwells 
allowing access up and down, but there are also 
thousands of elevators, specialized for various 
purposes. Trash elevators, pedestrian elevators, 
vehicle lifts, heavy freight, and light freight—but 
there are also express elevators for firemen, 
police, and paramedics. 


PAGE 306 

Here's Rudra again, doin' her Amy Unbounded 
dance. As far as Vary knows, she stayed back in 
their little village. 


After this issue was published, a reader named 
Sara Rosenbaum told me this story: 

“I take Malian dance classes, and after about 
two years / decided to ask my teacher, 'Seydou, 
what were we doing?" 

“Happy dance,’ he says, every time І ask him. 

"Teach us a sad dance,' | said once. Не 
explained to me that he couldn't; you'd have to 
be initiated into the secret societies that perform 
the sad dances. Seydou is initiated into those 
societies, although now he spends most of his 
time teaching the happy dances to white kids at 
an East Coast university. He's a person whose 
life bridges two distinct cultures, but he's happy 
to share them. | sometimes wonder what that's 
like for him." 


PAGE 307 
Depicting dance in static images is mighty 
frustrating. 


PAGES 308-310 

This kind of dance is most lovely when it's per- 
formed en masse. These aren't just temple girls; 
this is the whole village's worth at the full-moon 
festival. They've been dancing since moonrise; 
they'll dance till moonset. 


PAGE 311 

City people don't cook, not like country people 
do. Vary was one of those kids sent to the mar- 
ket three times a day, who was put on a stool 
and told to stir the big pot without touching it 
from the time she was three. 


PAGE 312 

What does Ollie teach? Exercise. Nobody can 
keep up with the little dog's full-speed aerobics 
classes. That's an extensive climbing wall behind 
them. 


PAGE 313 
This is no particular yoga sequence, unless it's 


one Vary came up with. Ollie thinks Vary should 
bag the patron route and teach with him. 


PAGE 314 

Over the course of the issue, Vary's dance- 
instructor costume becomes more traditional. 
That thing she's wearing is just one big piece of 
fabric. Wearing draped clothing is an art in itself. 


PAGE 315 

Vary is unable to grapple with the idea that a 
"titty bar" might be a bad thing in a general way. 
To her, there are nice places to dance, and less 
nice places to dance. She hasn't seen enough 
of the nasty ones and their prevailing attitude. 


Most of the objects on Zee's bookshelves have 
a little data port on their spines. They pop open 
like DVD cases, but there isn't much inside to 
read. Like most people, he just leaves them on 
the shelf and plugs in. 


PAGE 316 
| left out the doctor's third cranial jack. Whoops! 


PAGE 317 
This is the first time you get a look at the professor's 
eyes. He covers them up because they get cold. 


PAGE 318 

Vary has learned to be casual with him. The 
more offhand you are with physical contact, the 
less likely he is to go for the jugular. 


PAGE 319 
It's funny how a little disillusionment with a loved 
one can make your relationship more comfortable. 


PAGE 320 

The Hautama believe that everybody is born with 
a tiny spark of a soul, like a seed that can grow. 
Their word for "child" is very close to their word 
for "grass seed." They liken living to the way 
grass plants make soil out of sand. Grasses have 
incredible root systems, and years of growth 
create soil. Souls, they say, must do a similar 
thing—send out runners and make connections, 
the more the better, in order to grow and evolve. 
Not every soul has what it needs to survive the 
death of the body intact. Some souls are great 
enough to sustain many others and help them 
to grow on after death; others linger in various 
degraded states or gutter out entirely. 


PAGE 321 
Baksheesh means money. This little token is 
an enameled and engraved tarsier skull, set 


with two emeralds. It's a navel jewel. Both the 
Skull and the butterfly represent the soul. To 
many ancient cultures, bones are the incorrupt- 
ible flesh. The butterfly comes from the Greek 
Psyche belief. 


PAGE 323 
New page for the trade-paperback collected 
edition. 


PAGE 324 

In Finder #31, | ran this page after everything 
else—letters, backup story, ads: everything. 

1 was thinking of those snippets of film that 
sometimes follow the credit scroll at the end of 
a movie. 


Ah, little Miss Touchy-Feely! 
There is a good-sized Hautama population in 


Anvard. Vary doesn't mix with them except at 
places where she expects to dance. 
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THE RESCUERS 


PROLOGUE 

PAGES 329-331 

We are out in the grasslands near a city called 
Anvard. The native fauna are dominated by birds 
and birdlike related species. Unlike pheasants 
and other ground-running blast-off birds with 

a similar profile, these birds' tails are long and 
lizardlike. 


"Ascian" is a generic term for tribal humans 
living inside and outside the domed cities. They 
are as variable in culture, custom, and language 
as Native Americans. These are seminomadic, 
traveling a broad loop through forest and grass- 
land, settling during the growing season. They 
can repack their own bullets, but they have to 
buy powder and other supplies. 


There are other bird species besides cuckoos 
that lay their eggs in other birds' nests. Around 
here, there are hordes of cowbirds. These 
parasitize songbirds mostly, and are amazingly 
prolific. A few songbirds have learned to deal 
with foreign eggs in their nests, some by expel- 
ling the eggs, some by abandoning the nest 
entirely (including their own eggs). One species 
simply builds a new nest on top of the old nest 
and starts over . . . one such nest was found to 
have six chambers, each containing eggs from 
both species! 


The problem with cowbirds is that they thrive on 
forest verges. Deep-woods songbirds had noth- 
ing to worry about. But the more we cut up the 
woods to make places to live, the more edges 
we have, and more cowbirds. In some states 
there are capture-and-kill programs that are 
intended to help keep their numbers in check, 
since many of their victim species are endan- 
gered. | see eight or nine cowbirds in my garden 
every day. One of the nine will be a female. They 
don't seem too bothered. 


TOWN HOUSE, COUNTRY HOUSE 

PAGES 332 AND 333 

| was casting around for a composition for this 
part of Anvard. Anvard is one of many huge 
domed cities. The city isn't flat. Here, we're 
down at the bedrock level. The streets are nar- 
row and twisty and everything is built on top of 
everything else, filled in and hollowed out and 
covered over. There are very few wide-open 
views. Having flipped though a lot of refer- 
ence on very old European streets, | found 
myself copying—yes, COPYING—a street-scene 


composition from Linda Medley's Castle Waiting. 
Such a beautiful book, and here | was, leeching 
off of it. . . well, being too lazy and stupid to 
trash it and come up with something else, | left 
her characters Chess and Rackham in, having 
changed their clothes a bit. They are, respective- 
ly, the bird-headed man with the briefcase and 
the horse-headed man walking with him. Now go 
read Castle Waiting. 


The screens growing everywhere are called 
“kudzu” after the fast-growing weed which 
engulfs fields and trees in the southern states of 
America. Kudzu was imported to help with soil 
erosion during the Dust Bowl era, and to feed 
cattle, but cows just don't eat it fast enough 

... It's the vine that ate the South. At any rate, 
this kudzu is a biomimic which was originally de- 
veloped as a self-regulating streetlight. It needs 
darkness to grow, so each of the light-emitting 
screens faces as best it can away from its fel- 
lows. It grows like a vine; it parasitizes electricity 
by tapping into power lines, as willows can dig 
into your wellheads or septic tanks. Once they 
raise the ambient light past a certain point, they 
can't grow anymore. No problem, right? Apart. 
from the way they raise everyone's power bills, 
no problem. Well, one problem. Once they reach 
saturation point, a few quirks in their seek-out- 
power-source, avoid-other-colonies programs 
start interfering with one another, and the result 
is an audible feedback whine at varying decibels. 
And then some enterprising individuals modified 
the old kudzu screens to transmit television 
signals, and it was all over. 


PAGE 335 

This street dead-ends at the baronial estate 
Manavelin. "Manavelins" are leftovers, odds and 
ends. The baron had to buy over two hundred 
separate tiny parcels of real estate. 


Manavelin being an area frequented by frus- 
trated tourists, these screens are yattering away 
on the topic of the local baron, his family, and 
his home. He bought great chunks of streets 
and buildings on four levels of the city to make 
room for this huge house and its grounds. 


PAGE 336 

Anvard is dominated socially by eight large clans 
and innumerable small ones. Within each clan 
are several families, but each clan has a defined 
appearance and temperament, like a dog breed. 
They're rather closed societies. It's eugenics on 
a large scale, but without a single ideal; rather, 
each clan has its own ideas. baron Manavelin 
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and his wife are of a lesser clan, (810816. His 
financial success has raised the status of his 
clan quite a bit, but not enough to admit them 
into the eight-clan nobility. 


PAGE 337 

The kudzu screens act like holograms, each 
shattered piece continuing to transmit—at least 
for a short time. 


SOFTLY COME AND GO 

PAGE 338 

The chapter name is part of the lyric of "Love's 
Old Sweet Song." I got it stuck in my head. 


Manavelin's grounds are all wooded, which 
should give you some idea how rich this man 
is. When he bought the land, it was just more 
twisty, narrow, confined city streets. We are not 
"outside." We are inside a small dome—tiny in 
comparison to the one that spans and supports 
Anvard itself. The miniature dome is hung with 
artificial lights intended to promote plant growth. 
The dome is large enough to create small 
clouds, fog, and rain, which are regulated by аи 
handlers. Camelot. 


PAGE 339 

There are “urban” Ascians. They're very like the 
Pennsylvania Dutch, in that they keep strictly to 
certain styles of dress and housing, and filter 
out a lot of city tools and ways, but they live in 
colonies near and sometimes inside the domes. 
These are not urban Ascians. They're more 

of the seminomadic type from the prologue. 
They've been invited by the baroness to live on 
the grounds and work their textiles for the city 
market. The men are supposed to be working. 
the grounds, but they're more than a little unset- 
tled by the women having all the money. 


PAGE 340 

These Ascians don't keep large mammals, and 
therefore don't drink milk. Their pack animals 
are all dinosaur-like megafauna. 


Lydia is a default scullery maid. A "scullion" is 
in essence a servant for servants. Ordinarily she 
would do а lot of cleaning, pot scrubbing, and 
help with cooking meals for the staff. She's not 
officially employed by the baron and receives no 
wages. She does what she's told by the head 
cook. 


Lydia has a bit of Ascian blood, a lot of Ascian 


fascination, and no Ascian firsthand knowledge. 
Jaeger is half Ascian, and has lived much of his 
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life outside, so she isn't going to let him out of 
her sight. 


PAGE 342 

Baron Manavelin's personal name is George 
Lockrum. A “lockrum” is an unpopular idea. The 
name was bestowed upon his family by a king 
50 long ago they've forgotten it means anything 
odd. 


PAGE 343 

The artificial lights are being turned down for 
dramatic effect. The inhabitants of the domes 
are more than a little afraid of unfiltered radia- 
tion, and most of them have never seen a real 
twilight. This theme-park imitation is spectacular 
to them. 


PAGE 344 

The basic idea for this story lodged in my head 
long before | had a baby of my own. | started 
drawing this story a good bit before | knew | was 
going to have one. | knew amazingly little about 
kids. 


1 was taken to task for depicting this baby being 
put to sleep face down. Current dogma states 
that all babies must be put to sleep face up. 
Parenting scripture is largely ruled by pseudo- 
Science and sheer terror. 


At any rate, when my kid arrived, he would not 
go to sleep in any other position, and that was 
that. Thirty years ago, parenting scripture had it 
that babies in hospital nurseries were always to 
be put to bed face down. Back and forth swings 
the pendulum. 


But | really knew zilch about how big Johnny 
Lockrum should be, or what he'd be capable of 
doing, or even how old he should be. | blame 
any peculiarities on his clan. They're all like. 
that. Yeah. Besides, a kid his age can roll over 
by himself. And shouldn't need to be rocked to 
sleep. And во оп... 


PAGES 345 AND 346 

Out the back and into the woods and gone. The 
baron is fairly popular in the areas surround- 
ing Manavelin. Lord Lockrum has built a lot 

of schools, hospitals, and other civic assets, 
including trade schools to teach locals to craft 
furniture, glass, porcelain, and a lot of other 
things that he needs. 


These craft halls are nominally part of Manave- 
lin's industry, though craftsmen who don't live on 


Manavelin's grounds are not bondservants. Lord 
Lockrum has armed guards, and he did a lot of 
political fancy dancing to get them. They don't 
patrol the fence. That thickly treed space around 
the house might as well be a moat to most city 
people, unused to trees and undergrowth. Or so 
it was thought. 


These Ascians live in yurts. A yurt can be a 

very complex structure, but these are basically 
tepees that sit up on walls. When your beasts of 
burden are so enormous, you can make a lot of 
big things out of leather. 


Lohena's yurt has been shielded but not walled 
off since she started having Braxton Hicks 
contractions. That's a preliminary to labor that 
can go on sometimes for a couple months. They 
don't hurt; the "ow" is a real contraction. 


CASTING THE HOUNDS 

PAGE 351 

The police in most of the city are mostly 
composed of Medawars, one of the eight big 
clans. Medawars may be hardheaded and bad 
tempered, but they're competent cops. Way 
down here at ground level, the cops are mostly 
"other." These cops are all of a lesser clan. 

One would think that, being closer to street life, 
they'd know their territory intimately, but this 
territory is hard to know that well—too many dif- 
ferent people with different loyalties and differ- 
ent agendas. The cops never know when they're 
helping to solve a crime, or being manipulated 
to help commit one. 


PAGE 352 

Many big estates have "construct" servants 
like the dog-headed footman at the bottom 
of the page. Many rich people collect these 
factory-grown life forms as if they were dolls. 
The baron inherited this pair of Dobermanns 
from an aged aunt, but they are the only two 
in his staff. 


PAGE 353 

Kidnapping for ransom is a business in Anvard— 
a family business to some of the lesser clans. 
It's so common that there are a tangle of laws 
defining "ethical" kidnapping versus "brutal" 
kidnapping. Some lawmakers argue that the 
"ethical" guidelines constitute a legal form of 
kidnapping, and should be codified and detailed 
in the interests of the public. 


A "manichord" is a piano whose strings have 
been wrapped to deaden their sound. 


PAGE 356 

The Ascian religion is an ecstatic one. The 
adherents are each considered to "belong" to 
one of a pantheon, and it's not uncommon for 
Ascians to ask each other whose "angel" they 
have, the same way we might ask each other 
which astrological sign we were born under. 
Face and body tattoos indicate affiliation with 
а particular god. A child's personality indicates 
which god they should devote themselves to as 
they grow. 


Each individual can be "possessed" by the spirit 
he or she belongs to, and while possessed speaks 
with the voice of the god and is accepted as an 
incarnation of that god, however temporary. 


Priests and priestesses can be possessed by any 
of the gods. These women are calling to a god- 
dess called Eta-Ele, who is a very dark, danger- 
ous woman, one who cares only for children and 
their well-being. If Eta-Ele denounces a parent 
or caretaker, shit happens. But Eta-Ele isn't the 
one who has chosen to possess the priestesses. 
Instead they get Ket, first among many manifes- 
tations of death. Ket doesn't speak. 


PAGE 359 

It's more than a little pretentious for Station 
665 to call itself a "pirate" station, since they 
broadcast across the kudzu. Since the kudzu 
pick up and bounce signals indiscriminately, and 
since nobody owns them, it's hardly piracy to 
use them. It's just Corporate 3dgy. 


Hard to say whether Lohena would really have 
given birth nude or not. Stress can be chilly. 


PAGE 360 

| haven't done much in this story to explain what 
a Finder is. In Jaeger's case, it means he's an 
aboriginal detective, good at scouting and play- 
ing bloodhound, noticing details. He's Smith- 
son's opposite number. 


PAGE 361 

Footmen are meant not only to be useful but 
ornamental, adding glamour to the house. A 
tall, good-looking footman was paid more than 
а short, funny-looking one. Scent trailing, taking 
place outside the house, would definitely be 
considered downstairs work, no matter how dif- 
ficult it is to master. 


PAGE 362 


Stanya, first housemaid. Housemaids change a 
lot of linen. 


623 


| don't think | did enough to make clear the 
Ascians' outsider status. Officially, they're foreign 
tradesmen. They're allowed to enter the city 

for short periods of time to buy and sell. Some 
winter inside the dome to escape bad weather. 
But they are not citizens, and have very few legal 
rights. An Ascian who gets into a fight with a city 
dweller is far better off hiding than going through 
the legal system. 


PAGE 364 

There's quite a lot of city underneath Manavelin. 
Subway tubes, sewer lines, trucking lanes, all 
that kind of thing. The layer directly under the 
grounds was filled with dirt for the trees' root 
systems, which still isn't enough room for trees 
exposed to wind and winter. It's a garden which 
needs a lot of tending. 


PAGE 365 
It's very still in Manavelin. The air does move, but 
there is no breeze. It feels like a sound stage. 


One of the big things that confounds forensic 
work in Anvard is the extensive reliance of 
doctors upon genetic manipulation. There was 
a tidbit in the July "05 National Geographic 
that | wish Га known when | was writing this: a 
boy with leukemia received stem-cell therapy 
to replace his blood-producing bone cells. It 
was a great success and the docs have great 
confidence in his recovery, but his cell donor 
was female. His new red blood cells will carry 
two X chromosomes. His mother said that if he 
ever committed a crime and left blood behind, 
"They'll be looking for a girl." 


PAGE 366 

1 didn't do extensive research on the Lindbergh 
kidnapping. | took only the broad strokes: 
isolated celebrity; great public furor; the terrible 
fact that the baby was dead the same night he 
was taken, dropped from a ladder. | have no 
opinions about what really happened. This event 
was one of the great disillusionments that cre- 
ated the twentieth century. 


PAGE 368 

For some reason | hardly ever show the chil- 
dren's faces. | don't think it's completely clear 
that Lohena has given birth to twins. 


PAGE 373 

"Quetzal" is a common but not well-liked food 
animal, rather like a lizard with two pairs of 
wings. Easy to breed, easy to feed, and greasy 
as hell. Not a biped, but lumped in with other 


624 


things you have to pull feathers off of. Order 
wings from a street vendor, and quetzal's most 
likely what you'll get, along with a good helping 
ዐየ single-celled inadvertent additives. 


Each clan strives for genetic conformity. The. 
well-established clans have largely achieved this, 
to the degree that they can publish their own 
specialized child-development manuals. Identical 
twins raised apart are often more alike than 
twins raised together. There's a range of per- 
sonality definition that each clan expects of its 
members, and they're right more often than not. 


LOCKRUMS 

PAGE 378 

The hyperbole in the notes sent by the kidnapper— 
assurances that the baby was eating twice what 

was suggested by his mother, being cared for by 

two women—these details did come from the Lind- 
bergh kidnapping. So did the kidnapper's repeated 

comments about burning, though no one was sure 

whether he meant that he might be executed, or 
whether he would go to hell upon his death. 


PAGE 384 

The book on Lady Ethany's lap is Dear Mili, a 
rediscovered Grimm's fairy tale illustrated by 
Maurice Sendak. Sendak was four when the 
Lindbergh kidnapping took place, and its effect 
on him has been powerful. 


PAGE 385 

| didn't show how flattened the newborn babies’ 
skulls would be from passing through the pelvis, 
because | didn't know. They didn't compress 
much because, being twins, they're small. Yeah. 
That's it. 


PAGE 389 
“BH” does not stand for "Bruno Hauptmann." 
Really. 


PAGE 393 

“Гт not eating this one alone.” Jaeger 6 also a 
sin-eater, or spiritual scapegoat, in the Ascian 
religion. He left home as a boy to follow an 
Ascian progress, and sin-eater is one of the few 
social positions available to a camp follower 
whom nobody sees fit to adopt. 


PAGE 394 

It can't be easy to leave a murder victim lying 
where he or she is found. The knowledge that 
minute examination of the scene will help law 
enforcement to find the perpetrator must make 
ita bit easier. 


РАСЕ 395 

This rhyme comes from Joel Chandler Harris's 
collection, sung by a sapsucker dancing on a 
branch over Br'er Rabbit's head. 


TWO BY TWO 

PAGE 397 

| probably gave short shrift to the baron by not 
going into the nature of his celebrity in more 
detail. There are quite a few no-man's lands 
outside the cities in which informal states of 
war exist. The young George Lockrum, his twin 
brother Tom, his parents, and other family mem- 
bers were traveling back to Anvard through one 
of these zones. Their transport broke down, and 
they were taken to a "field hospital." 

The doctors in these hospitals have free rein 
to conduct human experimentation. They are 
run by the people of the city of Javecek, who are 
horribly obsessive on the subject of health. This 
idea derives from the grotesque "twin studies" 
performed by Josef Mengele in Reich concentra- 
tion camps during WWII. But make no mistake: 
what he was doing was torture under the guise 
of research. 

What the Javeceki doctors are doing is በዐ! 
more ethical: they are conducting human re- 
search on non-Javeceki citizens. Unlike Mengele, 
they make systematic advances, and their medi- 
cine is the most sophisticated in this world, but. 
this does not excuse their capturing, experiment- 
ing upon, and often killing foreign travelers. 

Nor does it excuse the rich and privileged of 
other cities that skirmish with the field hospitals 
one year and travel to Javecek for the latest 
drugs and therapies the next. George Lockrum 
became a hero as a child for escaping and 
saving so many other kids in doing so, but his 
celebrity has never been simple for him. 

The Javeceki doctors will take anyone they can 
get—Ascians and other nomads are common 
captives—but clan people, given that their genes 
are well mapped, are at a premium. George's 
group was composed almost entirely of twins. 
They were kept as controls while their brothers 
and sisters were having things done to them. 


PAGE 402 

Lord Lewis is another Gildale. George became 
part of his household, and Lord Lewis oversaw 
his further upbringing and education. 


PAGE 404 

The coffee-shop proprietor is one of George 
Lockrum's refugees. All of the survivors live 
close to Manavelin, and he's done his best to 
settle them. 


PAGE 405 

Rick the beat cop's appearance is based upon 
Philip Jackson's portrayal of Inspector Japp in 
the television adaptation of Agatha Christie's. 
Poirot books. A subbranch of Medawar police, as 
seen briefly in my sixth book Mystery Date, have 
his long hound-dog looks. 


PAGE 406 
Evidence isn't much good if you don't know 
where it was found or by whom. 


PAGE 407 

Tepees glow in the dark. These Ascians aren't 
allowed to light fires on the Manavelin grounds, 
but they have been supplied with artificial lights. 
They flicker like candle flames and are very pic- 
turesque, much to the Ascians' annoyance. 


PAGE 408 

Clinging to the shriver's staff is a quetzal, which, 
apart from being a trash bird, is the symbol 

of his profession. Birds fly, snakes crawl upon 
the ground, so the quetzal, which does both, 
encompasses both earthly and spiritual life. 
Absolution of sin is only a small part of this 
priest's duties. 


PAGE 413 

The kids are divining with a pile of small bones. 
They're doing this right outside the tent оға 
woman who's just given birth. That's too much 
juice for a bunch of ten-year-olds, and they ፎር! 
themselves into all kinds of trouble. 


PAGE 416 

Aaaand it's David Suchet in full Poirot drag, but 
this time he's playing John Dearhart, Manav- 
elin's major-domo. Floresca Desusa, the head 
соок, is another of the baron's refugees, and 
she is the link to the others who have been 
passing Smithson evidence collected by Jaeger. 
He thought it would be easier to accept if it 
came from citizens in good standing. 


PAGE 418 
Lohena's elaborate hairdo is a new-mom ritual 
thing. 


BERGTATTE 

PAGE 421 

The term might be translated as "spirited away," 
but more literally it means "taken into the moun- 
tain," as by evil spirits. 


PAGE 424 
These are the servants' stairs, which are the 
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quick but creepy way to most of the living quar- 
ters, from basement to attic. 


Nen's string map isn't so odd. Polynesian fisher- 
men made maps of the sea with bamboo and 
strands twisted from coconut husks. 


PAGE 426 

| always wondered how women could bleed to 
death in childbirth. | understood once I realized 
that the placenta is a vascular organ, like a 
heart. It has a beat of its own that can be heard 
before the baby's. It's supposed to loosen and 
come away from the uterine wall after birth, 

all the contractions having dislodged it, like a 
stamp stuck to a deflated balloon. Sometimes it 
doesn't. Women still die this way. 


PAGE 429 

The servants leave notes to each other in their 
corridors. Mostly the major-domo and house- 
keeper don't catch them. 


PAGE 430 
The word "vetter" means "people," but implies 
"odd people" or "strangers" or even "spirits." 


PAGE 431 

Traffic in the lower city is often segregated ac- 
cording to time of day. Trucks and other shipping 
vehicles need their own rush hour to make deliv- 
eries, and certain times of day are set aside. 


PAGE 435 

For a moment, Smithson expected to see his. 
own cops dog piled onto the guy Jaeger pointed 
out, and was disoriented not to see them. 
Smithson believes him; he just doesn't trust him. 


PAGE 436 

Female staff in the olden days caught hav- 

ing sex with footmen or guests or boyfriends 
were dismissed without a hearing, and had few 
prospects besides workhouses and prostitu- 
tion. Society in Anvard is very stratified, but the 
people do believe in birth control. It's easier to 
not get caught. 


PAGE 438 

This is a baby monitor. | keep forgetting to make 
these things clear. | really should have come 

up with an appropriate lullabye for Ethany to be 
singing. The pickup mike of the monitor is in the 
lower right of the bottom panel. 


PAGE 442 
Lohena is offering the baroness her daughter. 
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ORACLE 

PAGE 445 

Easy enough for an oracle that's the hub of 
ancient life, like the Pythia, to make political 
machinations based on the fact that everybody 
and their kid brother who could scrape up a 
decent offering came to ask her their burning 
questions. 


FLOTSAM 

PAGES 447-449 

Oh no, no no no. I'm not getting any further into 
this one. There's plenty more here, but it'll have 
to wait for another book. 


PAGE 450 

Wish I'd been able to come up with more 
ways to show that on the other side of this 
dome are the undersides of buildings. Опрру 
pipes, elevator cables, lofted building founda- 
tions, all that. Probably should have taken the 
time to show it. 


PAGE 451 

ልዘ the party guests just kept on partyin' all 
through this. Even Manavelin isn't big enough 

to accommodate so many guests over such a 
long time, and the social register had a field day 
trying to figure out who had to sleep on the floor 
and who didn't—which is, of course, a deep, 
dark, reputation-damaging secret, so someone's 
goingto make a lot of money off of it. 


PAGE 452 

To strict Ascians, Jaeger's role as sin-eater 
makes him evil by default. There are different 
branches of this religion that view sin-eaters in 
different contexts. 


PAGE 453 

It is a mark of the esteem in which he holds 

her that the baron visits his head cook IN THE 
KITCHEN. Normally, only his young children 
would have the freedom to go downstairs as well 
as upstairs. As master of the house, he meets 
with her once a day to give her instructions and 
hear anything she needs to tell him, but that's 
mostly accounting and meal planning. Not the 
place for revelations. 


PAGE 455 

"Set adrift on the river in a basket" is a theme 
repeated often in the ancient world. Since it's 
always part of a story in which the child is found 
and raised to be a hero, one always assumes 
that such children are going to be found. It's a 
big river. 


Ethany isn't so much eating as cutting her food 
into smaller and smaller pieces. She's a bit 
obsessive. 


PAGE 457 

Clan people inspect their young people for 
acceptability to clan membership. Records are 
examined, interviews are held, and a sort of 
beauty pageant is held. Kids that don't make 
the cut are called culls. They usually become 
servants. 

The clans do permit some variations within 
the group, and do sometimes work towards 
particular traits by accepting members that. 
don't conform perfectly, but you'll rarely hear 
them admit it. As far as the outside world is 
concerned, they've always been this way. What 
way? THIS way. 


PAGE 459 
Yes, there are several forms of slavery that are 
legal in Anvard. ІЛІ get to it. 


PAGE 460 

The Ascian nobility and Jahousa, representing 
the clergy, do their drinking inside Manavelin, in 
one of the gentlemen's retiring rooms. In spite. 
of ከጨ upbringing, the baron's tastes are a bit 
low; he has a pub re-created in his gentlemen's 
rooms; bedrooms are small. The quality of the 
workmanship was his first concern; or rather, his 
first once you got off the grounds and into the 
house. 


Lydia sleeps in the same room as Flor. Quite 
unusual for a scullion, especially since she has 
to get up earlier. 


PAGE 461 
The "killing nurse" was a common but unspoken 
feature of Victorian life. 


Is Lydia literally Flor's daughter? No, not biologi- 
cally. 


PAGE 465 
Ascians do, of course, all kinds of things to 
conserve resources they know won't last, to 
preserve necessities. But they can't prevent 
droughts or bad hunting years, and nomads go 
hungry more often than settled farmers. 
Limiting families is difficult and chancy. No 
one wants to see children starve, and the hunter 
who gets the last scraps to keep his strength up 
in hopes that he'll get something big tomorrow 
knows his children are watching him eat. That's 
why the men eat separately, except at feasts. 


Limiting girl children is one way of keeping the 
next generation from being even larger than the 
one before. This is a pattern and an attitude 
seen often in areas prone to starvation. 


PAGE 466 

Yes, yes, there is a way of bringing the dead 
back to life, if certain circumstances can be 
met. Why didn't the baron simply have his baby 
revivified? Put down that monkey's paw. It's not 
pretty. There is brain damage, and that's not the 
least of it. A body doesn't get dead and then 
come back just as it was before. 


PAGE 467 
As | said before, there are several forms of slav- 
ery practiced in Anvard, some legal, some not. 
Legal forms include bonded servitude, indenture, 
and chattel. Chattel slavery is what we think of 
when we think of slavery. The chattel slave is 
à piece of property with no rights, to be done 
with as his or her master sees fit. What Robert 
Gipson is being offered is a way to save his life, 
but at the expense of his freedom—ALL of his 
freedoms, for as long as his master wishes. In 
his particular case, he may not be permitted to 
earn his freedom, and his master can still have 
him put to death by petitioning the slave judges. 
One wonders who would buy a slave with this 
history. 


PAGES 468 AND 469 


So, yes, that's Jaeger's daughter. When I have. 
more, you'll know. 


627 


FIVE CRAZY WOMEN 


CHAPTER ONE: BEWARE OF DOG 

PAGE 475 

Chapter head image inspired by George Platt. 
Lynes's Portrait of Reginald Beane, 1938. Lynes 
was a brilliant composer of lignt and shadow, 
and a connoisseur of erotic male beauty. Pen- 
and-ink version of the cover used for Finder is- 
sue #30, in which Beware of Dog first appeared. 


PAGE 477 

Nothin' against Elvis Presley as such, but the 
original lyrics of Hound Dog make more sense. 
The song was written for a woman, R&B singer 
Big Mama Thornton. 


The public phone he's using isn't connected to 
its base by a wire, but by a chain. The earpiece 
connects to the transmitter wirelessly. Only the 
desperately poor use these things, and no one 
expects privacy from the lowest of the low ends. 


PAGE 478 

Mattie is using the far more common informa- 
tion interface, one mounted into her skull behind 
the ear. The button only activates or deactivates 
the phone; the rest is all done by bone conduc- 
tion of the voice. Yes, you can still roll over on 
your phone button and make a random phone 
call, like bumping your cell phone's redial but- 
ton, if you forget to tell your phone to shut off. 


PAGE 479 

Having activated their skull-jack phones, holding 
their right hands in the "phone" gesture keeps 
the call live. They don't have little receivers built 
into their hands; it's all brain. 


There are "day" neighborhoods in Anvard in 
which the sun lamps never shut off, and "night" 
neighborhoods where there are none to begin 
with. None of them are open to the sky. The 
most expensive property runs under the surface 
of the city's dome, which, though opaque, 
transmits several useful wavelengths of solar 
radiation, and is the closest thing to living in 
natural light available to city dwellers. 


People are so cut off from the cycle of day and 
night that they hardly know what they are. Born 
a night person? Move to a dark town. Get de- 
pressed without enough sun? Save up and move 
out. Just buy good blackout curtains and keep 
your sleep drugs handy. 


A truly twenty-four-hour city. 


Simone's earrings are teeny-tiny bars of soap- 
оп-а-горе. 


РАСЕ 480 

The пате “Jannie” came from Shirley Jackson's 
elder daughter. The same woman who wrote The 
Haunting of Hill House and "The Lottery" also 
wrote funny home-life stories for ladies' maga- 
zines. The odd connections between events and 
details that ended up both in her humor pieces 
and her ghost stories are striking and occasion- 
ally unnerving. For a fuller appreciation of this 
amazing writer, go find Raising Demons and Life 
Among the Savages. 


Jaeger really is a very good cook. Fancy cooking 
is a courtship ritual among the nomadic Ascians, 
who can rip out amazingly sophisticated food 
over dung fires. There's a big difference between 
"теп'5" cooking and women's, more so even 
than the old "women are cooks, men are chefs." 
One of these days ІЛІ get around to showing 
Jaeger talking some semiurbanized Ascians into 
opening a restaurant. 


PAGE 481 
There's a radio speaker built into the cell tower 
that hosts this phone. Noisy, noisy town. 


PAGE 482 

Anvard is a city of towns stacked on top and 
halfway through each other. In some areas 
people live in pubs and smoke a lot. In others 
that kind of thing will get you forced into rehab 
for the good of your neighbors. 


PAGE 483 
The "pub cat" here is a little bipedal dinosaur, as 
seen in panel 3. 


Vary of Mystery Date and her fellow Artists and 
health specialists tend to use terms like “топо- 
sexual." Other people still use terms like "gay" 
or "straight," limited though they may be. 


PAGE 484 
What has Jaeger got? What has his friend got? 
Those are all for later, later stories. 


PAGES 485-488 

Ah, Frankie the Ho. He knows that most of 
the men he goes after won't be able to get it 
up while drunk enough not to kick his ass, but 
Frankie keeps hope alive. His wife, a practical 
woman, can't understand why he doesn't try 
some experimental brain reloads that would 
reroute his fetish for public sex into a fetish for 


629 


getting the hell beat out of him. Whatever you 
do, she reasons, you should enjoy . . - 


PAGE 489 

This pub is in a night neighborhood. The streets are 
never much better lit than this. There is no sky, 
only the undersides of other buildings. In a richer 
neighborhood, those undersides would be fancier 
and better maintained, architecturally integrated 
into one another. Spaces between buildings would 
be wider and more open. The lower the income 
bracket an area enjoys, the twistier and narrower 
the streets are, until they're too small for any but 
foot traffic. There are families who have bought. 
contiguous properties in all directions, until their 
sets of interconnected houses extend every which 
way like tunnels through a termite mound. Only 
there can people pool together enough money to 
break down a few walls and ceilings to make a 
garden room, a space to breathe, installing full- 
spectrum lamps and hiring gardeners to make 
little islands of green in the depths of the city. 


PAGE 491 

Huldres are farmers. They live in giant combine 
harvesters, rolling around the hills outside the 
cities, mowing the grain that, according to them, 
grows wild. Other harvesters take issue with their 
methods. Huldres are pirate farmers. 


PAGE 492 

This is one of my many attempts to dig myself 
out of the crosshatching trenches: colored pencil 
on linen-finish paper. Only problem is, | have 

to do the word balloons on stick-down labels. 
Letter, cut out, stick down. Tedious work, and it 
limits what you want to do with balloon shapes, 
numbers of balloons per panel, and other tricks 
ofthe trade. 


PAGE 493 

Some people have to know they're in love before 
they have sex. They have to see if their mental 
furniture has been rearranged before they want 
to get physical. Jaeger's just the opposite; his 
mental furniture doesn't really get rearranged 
unless he has sex with someone. 


PAGE 494 
No, this is not me. Huh, don't | wish. 


PAGE 496 

I've never really been happy with this guy's 
design. He looks all Village People with the mus- 
tache, and just such a nonentity without it. Ah, 
well, years to go and many miles to cross; he'll 
come into his own in time. 
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PAGE 497 

Damn, the perspective on panel 3 is wonky. 

1 know how | did it, too; it was correct on the 
penciled panel, but | moved Jaeger down to 

fit more of the ceiling in. So his boots, in the 
foreground, look big enough for him to get both 
legs in one. Oops. 


1 got this notion of architecture being related 

to the female body from traditional Russian 
architecture. Those characteristic onion domes, 
apart from being great at shedding heavy snow, 
reflect the shape of the old woman's headdress, 
the tiara-like kokoshnik. Or kokoshniks reflect 
the shape of onion domes. Dunno which; it's 
probably a little of both. 


PAGE 499 

The "weird head" girls are people like the Hul- 
dres, who have horns and cows' ears, and the 
lionlike Nyima—humanoid people with animal 
characteristics. 


Ascians are repulsed by body hair. They don't 
have much, and what they do have, they shave. 
Jaeger's hairiness really sets him apart from them. 


PAGE 501 

“Maugeri” is Sicilian in origin. “Grazie” is of 
course an Italian word, but as far as | know it 
isn't an Italian name. 


So it's just her. 


PAGE 502 

I did a short follow-up story between Jaeger and 
Grazie for an erotic anthology called Smut Ped- 
dier. It isn't in this collection because, though 

it was fun, it really didn't advance the story. 
There aren't any big song-and-dance numbers in 
Finder, either. 


I've done three short smut pieces as of the date 
of this writing. I'll probably do more. Perhaps 
someday ГІЇ have enough to print the Finder 
pillow book. 


PAGE 503 
Jaeger and his friend both come from the same 
company town. They were kids together. 


The friend's name is Brom, okay? There. Brom is 
singing Devo. Devo is good. 


INTERLUDE: BRIEF WAKE 
PAGE 505 
This is also a night neighborhood. The blond in 


the second panel has only three fingers on each 
hand. She is a construct. That's all for later too. 


PAGE 506 
"Chane" rhymes with “Jane.” These аге Ascians 
in the uneasy process of assimilation. 


PAGE 507 

This all has to do with the near-universal state of 
war that exists between roving bands of Ascians. 
Women do have to move from band to band 

to find a husband, and they do it in a variety 

of ways—some capture, some trade, some 
volunteer. They go seeking husbands from men 
who may have killed their brothers and fathers, 
and who may yet kill their blood kin. Lots of bad 
blood. But the kids have to be accepted, and 
this ritual is all about assimilation. All the hate 
and despair and vengefulness is supposed to be 
dumped on the sin-eater. 


PAGES 508-509 

The sin-eater's ritual as it was practiced in 
Appalachia had to do with the dead, and the 
mourners at the wake. The corpse was covered 
by its shroud, and food laid out on top of it. 

The sin-eater could either come and eat only that 
which he could cram down in one sitting, or else 
had to stay until he had consumed all the food. In 
Britain the rituals used salt and bread, sometimes 
wine, and the sin-eater had to go straight to 
the nearest water to be purified. Ancient Jewish 
Sin-eaters were animals, scapegoats, which had 
prayer scrolls tied around their necks and into 
their coats, and which were then driven away to 
fend for themselves in the wilderness. 

Ascian sin-eaters perform a wide variety of 
rituals, up to and including executioner. In that 
capacity, the sin-eater uses a hammer. 


CHAPTER TWO: SO 
PAGE 511 
This chapter first appeared as issue #38 of 
Finder, and was the last one sold as a single 
issue. The issues weren't losing money, but they 
weren't making much either, and sales on the 
issues had been stagnant for over a year. If the 
issues were meant to be advertising, then they 
weren't doing their job. 

So the book went online after that. There 
have been plenty of kinks to work out, but in 
the long run this will be better. Chapters can 
be as long or as short as | want them to be, 
and, though the deadline for producing this. 
graphic novel has made me bleed from the eyes, 
working straight through has been strangely 
satisfying. 


Of course, so is Rapture of the Deep, ог so I'm told. 


1 also wrote and penciled a seventeen-page story 
that was meant to serve as a bridge between 
Beware of Dog and this first part of Five Crazy 
Women that | had to cut for lack of time. It's 
done; it's just not inked. ГІЇ do something with 

it eventually. | just simply could not have got it 
inked and still come out with the book on time. | 
slapped "Brief Wake" together to take its place. 


Why did ! need the interlude story in the first 
place? Beware of Dog was issue #30. Five Crazy 
Women began in issue #38. A lot of time and 8 
whole other story, The Rescuers, happened in be- 
tween. Beware of Dog was done as a standalone 
story, and that's fine, but it went a long time uncol- 
lected. | picked up its threads to do FCW, but | 
needed something to give the impression of time's 
passage. Not sure how well it worked. The longer 
Story would have done that more effectively. 


Jim Ottaviani said it best: "It's amazing how the 
front and back covers of a new book are exactly 
like a rock and a hard place." 


PAGE 516 

The line | cut from this page went "They never 
show me the crazy till it's too late to run away." 
Funny, but in retrospect it seemed to put a stop 
to the story's momentum. 


Boy, it's just crazy to have the freedom to do 
things like that; when | was doing the issues it. 
felt like a live performance. Couldn't go back 
and change things for the TPB. That's cheating. 


PAGE 518 

1 had this daft idea that people wouldn't know 
who Jaeger was talking to if | just kept his face 
out of the way. It's so hard to get Jaeger to talk 
that it was important to keep his friend in the 
background as much as possible. 


At this point Jaeger and his friend are sitting in 

à country store, long after hours. This kind of 
shop is found in dark neighborhoods, and serves 
a lot of purposes. This one sells whatever it can, 
and maintains an unofficial post office for people 
who can't send mail electronically. 


"After hours." That means "closed." The shop 
was closed but the doors weren't locked, so they 
went in. 


PAGE 519 
Candy's actual name is in fact Candle. Her 
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mother was а рор musician, апа got caught ир 
in yet another wave of strange baby names. 


The sandals she's wearing have no straps. 
They're just soles that adhere to your feet. Every 
once in a while a company will offer things like 
that, and they're always kind of intriguing as. 
concepts and horrible in practice, so it was. 
perfect for this character. 


PAGE 520 

Flirt flirt flirt and then look surprised when some- 
one wants to go to bed with her. How many girls 
have I known who did this? 


Oh yes, and Candy's front door lock is coin-oper- 
ated. Yes, this is a really cheap neighborhood. It 
wants her thumbprint too, so it's not like anyone 
with a dime can get into her apartment. 


PAGE 521 
| really must get Jaeger out onto the plains one 
ዐ' these days. Did | ever tell you about the time 
a group of Huldres sold him into slavery? 

No? 


PAGES 522-527 

Food compulsions can be very strange. The 
uneaten cake is an obvious thing; she won't 

eat it but she has to have it in the house. The 
way she hides candy wrappers is a less obvious 
thing. She can't eat certain things in front of 
other people, and even in the privacy of her own 
home, she automatically hides the evidence— 
even though, after a few hundred wrappers, they 
aren't hidden at all. 


She lives on sugar. Lots of eating-disordered 
women do. It's widely considered "safe" be- 
cause it does not contain fat. Candy is obsessed 
with sugar. She dabs sweet extracts like vanilla 
and peppermint behind her ears in lieu of per- 
fume. 


PAGE 528 

Not all women with eating disorders shy away 
from sex. Far from it. But this pull-close/push- 
away thing worked for Candy as a character. 


Lucky for Jaeger; if he'd had sex with her, her 
part of this story would have been a lot longer 
and a lot uglier. 


PAGE 529 

Jaeger really is more comfortable on the floor. 
This has driven many a townie girlfriend half- 
nuts. 
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Where did the new cake come from, if Candy's 
kitchen is completely empty except for the box 
of candy hidden under the sink? 


CHAPTER THREE: TALLY HO 

PAGE 531 

| chose that chapter title at the last minute. It 
captured the charging-in-chin-up-stout-fellow 
quality | wanted. 


Well, and some more male-bonding snort-snort 
stuff. Tally them hos, boys. Make a list. 


PAGE 534 

Outside of town, Jaeger is a scavenger and a 
freelance fighter. In town, well, he's a scavenger 
and a freelance fighter. The rules change a bit 
and he loses track sometimes. 


PAGE 535 

There's a restaurant in San Diego called Buca 
di Beppo. Its walls are covered in odd photo- 
graphs; the women's bathroom is decorated 
entirely in fifties foundation garments and hy- 
giene pamphlets—Lysol, anyone? The men's 
is full of phalli and images of Vesuvius. Ask for 
the Pope room if you don't have a really large 
group. 


One of my favorite images is one of two young 
priests lighting cigars, remarkably like the image 
in panel 4. 


So this young priest catches Jaeger shaving in 
the holy-water font. | could not write the dia- 
logue in this scene. 


PAGE 536 
1 have no words to describe speed dating. 


PAGE 537 

1 have no idea who any of these women are. 

1 was just braindrooling. This page was done 
mostly to the soundtrack of The Crying Game. 


PAGE 538 
This is the first page | drew after having my 
second kid. Everything after this page was done 
between early March of 'ዐይ and mid-June. Don't 
во thinking, “Hey, that's three months. That's 
not so bad.” Hahahaha. 

No, there's an agonizingly slow spin-up period 
after [ህይ been out of it for a while, not to men- 
tion all | had was an outline, no script. 


Production of the story issue by issue has been 
a treadmill | find myself very happy to climb off 


of. | took the time to write a full script for the rest 
of the book, and as a result | had time to edit. 


PAGE 539 
Inspired by Penn Jillette's rocketmouth spiel for 
Teller as seen on their show. 


PAGE 540 

12888 . . . and here's Genie. What can | say? 
She'll be back, if only in the Anvardian equiva- 
lent of the Darwin Awards. 


PAGES 541-543 
Gymnastics. Yes. Limber little thing. Impulse 
control? No. 


PAGE 544 

Haha, I'd originally planned to have Genie's little 
nudie pic in ћеаму shadow, but it turned out too 
cute to obscure. Тһе heavy-shadow version just 
looked strange, what with those silly pigtails 
bobbing around in the dark. 


PAGE 545 
She made that headboard herself. 


She's very good with her hands. 


PAGE 546 

Ta-DAA. My sounding boards all told me to leave 
the poopin' part out. Genie's name, for those 
of you who don't have small kids, is a pun on a 
ghastly piece of modern baby equipment, the 
Diaper Genie. This 15 a trash can. Just a trash 
can. But ቪ has an extra-long can liner that at- 
taches to the lid. You dump a smelly diaper in 
through the hatch in the lid. You spin the lid. 
Smelly diaper is now encased in a twist of plas- 
tic garbage-can liner. Repeat until liner is full. 
Extract horrible turd link sausage and discard. 


There is a cute, smiling, happy baby on the 
box. Really. Lots of parents have these things. 
Genie's relatively uncommon fetish pales in 
comparison with the prevalence of the Horrible 
Turd Link Sausage. Someday long after the as- 
teroid hits and the radioactive cockroaches are 
excavating our landfills, the Turd Link Sausage 
will lend its name to our era. 


My kids' diapers have cartoon characters printed 
on them. Winnie-the-Poo. 


PAGE 547 

Most of the crazy women have potential in future 
stories. | tend to think of established characters 
as face cards. People who've read previous 


books will recognize them; they carry a certain 
amount of weight. The crazy five may be more 
like the seven of diamonds rather than queens 
or aces, but they might have their uses . . . but 
1 don't know about Germaine. Maybe that's why 
Jaeger doesn't count her. 


PAGE 548 

1 got more letters after having posted this page, 
with its “mutate” line, than | had received in 
years. Interesting. 


PAGE 549 

Don't ask me if Yekat counts or doesn't. | was 
writing a character in a haze of sleep starva- 
tion while actually in a state of sleep starvation 
myself. | think she counts. Why she's still a nice 
ቋበ probably has to do with the fact that she still 
lives at home. 


Her name is a variation on Catherine, of which 
there are hundreds. Popular saint. 


PAGE 550 

Several beds pushed together, with their legs 
held together with rope. You can still lose your 
keys, your glasses, and your Viagra down the 
cracks between mattresses, and have to send 
one of the kids under the bed to retrieve them. 


PAGE 551 

Well, 1 tried to indicate that the grandma was 
sort of bouncing around as the bed jiggled, but 
I'm not sure it came across. 


PAGE 554 
1 definitely abbreviated that guy's bulk by turning 
his shoulder too far toward the viewer. 


PAGE 556 
He really got off pretty light. 


PAGE 557 

Here I'm depicting a reasonably advanced soci- 
ety, but they don't have collapsing gurneys for 
their ambulances. Yikes. 


The medics are wearing full-body protective 
suits. Not much as armor goes, but they do pro- 
tect them from a dull puncture like human teeth, 
from needle contamination, from splashing body 
fluids. They still need masks if things are really 
bad, of course. 


And no, they should not be forcing down the 


head of a trauma victim in order to restrain him. 
But he's a pain in the ass when he's hurt. 
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One good thing about having small boys in the 
house: you've always got toy cars to use as 
models for street scenes. 


PAGE 558 

WRAB Pirate Television was a comic by the 
inimitable Matt Howarth, also creator of Keif 
Llama, Savage Henry, and Those Annoying Post 
Bros. If all the world had one ass, his boots 
would still be big enough to kick it. 


Hey look, it's Vary. Hi, Vary. Vary was the star of 
my sixth book, Mystery Date. 


By the time | drew this page, Га been done with 
Grazie for three years. It was good to see her again. 


PAGE 559 

Grazie has two floating cameras, one keyed to 
stay on her face, one keyed to whatever she's 
looking at. She can jump transmission from one 
camera to the other with an eye-blink signal. 


She still works at the pub; pirate TV doesn't 
necessarily pay. 


1 was watching the first season of House, MD 
while 1 was drawing this part. All the women 
seemed to have a phase of wearing low-cut frilly 
blouses under vests. Sort of . . . vulvar, if you 
ask me, but pretty. 


CHAPTER FOUR: THE TAIL FAIRY 

PAGE 563 

The house is made of brick, built the old- 
fashioned way, not a single layer of brick over a 
balloon stick frame, but actually three layers of 
brick deep. The stairs are so old, there's a dip 
worn into each tread. This house has been in 
the family for a long time. 


The large portrait on the left is of Grazie as a girl. 
These portraits are generally made as gifts for the 
family when a child wins full membership into her 
clan. Grazie's portrait should be hanging in her 
family's gallery. She stole it, along with most of the 
framed pictures she has on her walls. Long story. 


The girl on the far left has one blue eye and 

опе brown, and has bleached the hair on the 
blue-eye side and dyed the hair on the brown- 
eye side. She and the Huldre in the center (girl 
with horns) are the only ones who look a little 
odd, but nearly every person in Grazie's house is 
someone she's interviewed. 


No, she has not had sex with all of them. 
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PAGE 565 

If I'd had brain cells to spare, | could have made 
better designs for Grazie’s couch collection. She 
loves couches. Everything happens on couches. 


PAGE 566 
That looks like a skull on the bookshelf, but it is 
actually a carnival mask. 


PAGE 567 

The roads in that part of the business district are 
laid in old subway pits, so the curbs are a good 
three feet high. It's easy to fall in, especially 
during high foot-traffic times. Nobody likes it, but 
nobody wants to fix it. 


The thing is not that Jaeger is lying to his friend, but 
that he's doing it so badly. With his big issues, the 
closest he can get to honesty is a very transparent 
lie. His friend knows this part of him very well. 


PAGE 568 

He doesn't heal instantly. His bones, for 
instance, stay soft for a good long time, and it 
would be easy to kill him when he's in this heal- 
ing state. 


PAGE 569 

Grazie has a fascination with all kinds of sexual 
fetishes, but hurt/comfort is all hers. She once 
considered becoming a counselor, but realized 
she'd have to be nice to people she thinks need 
a good slap upside the head. So instead she 
does her little TV show and has an ever-flowing 
stream of oddballs in and out of her house. 


PAGE 570 

Fever. 1 had the highest fever of my life back in 
February this year (06). | really needed to get to 
the bathroom, and | just plain could not get up. 
1 just huddled under the blankets shivering and 
waiting for it to subside, and it wasn't. 


Kind of interesting, actually. 


PAGE 571 

Panel 2. There's Genie. Panel 3: There's Linsey. 
Panel 6: Gavin is the squirrelly guy from the 
speed-dating event. 


The dialogue between Lin and Grazie comes 
from a dream sequence in Cerebus: Church. 
and State Volume 1, which was the first graphic 
novel | ever bought. The sequence was called 
“Odd Transformations |" (the part of the dream 
that takes place after Cerebus gets up and pees 
for nearly four pages). 


Огеат sequences аге generally used to jumble 
all the elements of the ongoing story together to 
reflect a turbulent moment in the plot, and the. 
dreams in Cerebus are no exception, but other 
things seemed to be going on in them. This is 
part of a conversation between Astoria and the 
countess, or at best Cerebus's mental images of 
them. Cerebus walks past them as if they aren't 
there, and their words hang in the air as if heard 
through a thin wall. | didn't refer back to the 
book to copy the exchange exactly, but rather 
used what | could remember. 


Jaeger is rambling through Grazie's house like a 
ghost, sleeping in her living room, waking at odd 
hours and for short times, and these few lines 
from Cerebus have been stuck in my head for a 
long time. They seemed to serve the atmosphere 
of the page. 


And there's Marcie. Hi, Marcie. Down, boys. 


PAGE 572 

For those of you who haven't read my first book, 
Sin-Eater [included in Finder Library Volume 
1—ed.], Brigham Grosvenor was Jaeger's officer 
while he was a military man. These women are 
his wife Emma and his kids, Marcie, Rachel, and 
Lynne. 


PAGE 573 
That T-shirt is, of course, quite pink. He's just 
wearing whatever Grazie's got in her grab bag. 


PAGE 574 
As Grazie would say it, “There are a lot of kinks 
out there. Most of 'em, maybe they don't do 
much for me, but | can at least see how some- 
one could be turned on by 'em. | had a wild time 
with a guy in a mole suit once. Once, dammit, 
don't look at me like that! Other fetishes . . . ho 
boy. Some of 'em | just cannot see. Not even 
with a microscope. 

"Kinky's ай right with me. Just no liars, no 
whiners, and no users.” 


PAGES 575-576 

This bit came from a very ordinary-sounding guy 
who called in to a radio interview of a doctor 
specializing in posttraumatic stress syndrome. He 
said he was in Vietnam, sure, but in spite of that 
never thought he had any real psychological fallout 
from his experiences there. He described this scene, 
standing outside the door of a party, truculent guest 
being asked to leave, and his own sudden realization 
that he could have—would have—killed that man if 
he'd really tried to go back into the house. 


This guy was not a drifter, not homeless, not 
one of the lost. He thought he was just an ordi- 
nary guy, and he was stunned at this mechanical 
compulsion to kill. He'd never had it in civilian 
life. It really opened his eyes, he said, to what 
PTSD can really do. 

It might just be one of those strange floating 
impulses that hit us all from time to time. Alan 
Moore described looking down at the top of 
his mother's head as she tied his shoes—he 
was very young—and thinking of taking a knife 
off the nearby table and Killing her. Why? No 
reason. He wasn't angry with her. He wasn't 
abused. And for him there was no compulsion 
to act, and he wasn't even fully aware of the 
thought until later in his life—though he didn't 
forget the incident. 

There's a lot of weird stuff in our heads. Jaeger 
was briefly caught in a compulsion that could 
have triggered him to act. Could have. Might. 
have. Didn't. So now he doesn't know. 


There are no plants growing in Grazie's front 

garden. Those are all fake. She has some pot- 
ted herbs under the lamps in the kitchen. And 
there's Yekat. Song lyrics are from Buckcherry. 


PAGE 577 

Baby Broken Bones appears courtesy of Scott Rob- 
erts, creator of Patty Cake and Friends. He really 
has a handle on little kids. He does the occasional 

fake ad, and Baby Broken Bones was one. 

It's not so far fetched. When | was very young 
there was a baby doll that got diaper rash that 
you could “cure.” It was taken off the market 
because you gave it the diaper rash by putting a 
pill into the doll's bottle. Dolls supposedly model 
behavior, let's not forget . . . 


And here's Candy. Why are all these randomly 
met girls in Grazie's house? And why doesn't 
Jaeger ask this question? Well, Grazie knows. 
Linsey. The rest, well—think of Grazie's house 
as like a well-attended message board. People 
you'd never expect drift in all the time. 


And here's Germaine. Hi, Germaine. Bye, 
Germaine. At certain angles she does resemble 
Jaeger's dad's last girlfriend very closely. 


PAGE 578 
Jaeger's aunt never had this conversation with 
him. She wasn't much for storytelling. 


PAGE 580 


"Yeah, what's a little hematemesis among 
friends?” Just keep putting it off; you can take it... 
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РАСЕ 584 
"Nevaeh" is "Heaven" spelled backwards. 


PAGE 583 

In a very real way, Grazie's house is a website. 
For many people, the virtual environment is far 
more useful and desirable than the real one. 
Some physical locations are designed to bridge 
the gap. Cameras transmit images of the rooms 
to the web; and holostages make the visitors 
visible to the real world. Some people create 
simple digital puppets to go visiting with, avatars 
that pretty closely resemble themselves—though 
few can resist the urge to tinker. Others bust out 
with role-playing-game characters, or knockoffs 
of actors and celebrities. Not many houses have 
such large holostages; that was just Grazie's 
uncle's big thing. 


PAGE 586 

We're so used to characters in fiction never re- 
ally getting hurt, their accidents and injuries hav- 
ing very few physical consequences. | resisted 
mightily the urge to include in this story line more 
details on the genetic plagues that have swept 
various cities, including Anvard, in recent times. 
But, considering that these plagues can do 
things like make people fuse together like con- 
joined twins, | thought better ої it. . . This was 
originally supposed to be a nice fluffy comedy. 


Jaeger does have his quick heal. But it isn't. 
magic and it does have its backwash. 


PAGE 589 

The other reason he put off doing this for so long 
is that Grazie really hates cutters. She'd recently 
had a run of them in her house, and had to work 
hard to get them to stop hanging around. Of 
course, he cuts for a different reason, but, well. 
Keep reading. 


PAGE 592 
Pirate TV broadcasters can turn your TV on when 
you don't want it on. They control the vertical. 


PAGE 595 

Yes, well, these are two guys who've known each 
other a long time. There's a difference between 
а gay bashing and two friends smack talking. 


COVER GALLERY 

PAGE 648 

This house kept getting bigger as the story went 
on. I hadn't pictured it as much bigger than your 
old country manor house originally, but it kept get- 
ting more and more like a giant termite mound. 
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PAGE 649 

Here, Jaeger is wearing the traditional feathered 
61688 of an Ascian holy man, but his staff is. 
broken. The traditional staff has a crosspiece at 
the top that serves as a perch for a quetzal. 

The educated eye can tell from viewing the 
staves of urban Ascian holy men what branch of 
the religion they profess. Some have done away 
with the live animal and use carved representa- 
tions. Some do without the animal entirely and 
just carry the staff with its perch. Others carry no 
staff but wear a tiny, caduceus-like pendant, as 
Christians would wear a crucifix. 


PAGE 650 

Someone's always watching, but that doesn't 
mean all the pieces get put together. Jaeger 
was so overwrought about the baron's son that 
he didn't know anything about Lohena and her 
misfortunes. 


PAGE 651 

It occurs to me at this late date that the patch- 
work cover might have been better if I'd made 
some attempt to make it resemble a body— 
head, arms, legs, etc. Oh well. 


PAGE 652 

This composition was taken from a Scientific 
American photo of young girls in pink school 
dresses walking in front of the ancient wall of 
Great Zimbabwe (March 2005, vol. 15, number 
1, special edition). For years archaeologists 
asserted that this city had to be the work of 
ancient Europeans because the native Africans 
were "culturally barren." 


PAGE 653 

Last, this composition is taken from the cloister 
of the Abbey Church of St. Peter, photographed 
by Norman Walsh. 


PAGES 663 AND 664 
Well, the only one of the women on the front 
who hasn't appeared before is Xini, the Ascian 
girl in the yellow tutu. The girls in the crazy bou- 
quet are Marcie, Chane, Auntie, Rachel, Grazie, 
Candy, Yekat, Genie, Linsey, and Germaine. 

And that's that. The next book will revisit the 
oldest Grosvenor sister, Rachel, and is titled Voice 
[available now from Dark Horse Books!—ed.]. 


"Good night, and good luck." 
一 Edward В. Murrow 
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LOSE YOURSELF IN А WORLD 
BEYOND YOUR WILDEST DREAMS... 


Since 1996, Finder has set the bar for science-fiction storytelling, with a lush, 
intricate world and compelling characters. Now, Dark Horse is proud to 
present four more story arcs of Carla Speed McNeil's groundbreaking series. 


The second volume of The Finder Library showcases the brilliant breadth 

of McNeil's world, from the weird, otherworldly Dream Sequence, through 

the lighthearted romance of Mystery Date and the noir murder mystery 
The Rescuers, to the dark humor of Five Crazy Women. 


Follow enigmatic hero Jaeger through a “glorious, catholic pileup of 
high-tech SF, fannish fantasy, and street-level culture clash” (The Village 
Voice), and discover the lush world and compelling characters that have 
carved Finder a permanent place in the pantheon of independent comics. 


This volume collects Finder #23-#38 and additional materials. 


“There's hard thought behind every single panel, a devotion to 
the full spectrum of storytelling that is rare and lovely.” 
— Warren Ellis, from his introduction 


“The sort of tossed-off concepts that gave the 
original Star Wars and Dune their depth.” 
—Salon.com 


